Freshman Seminar 121-01
“Walking in the Shadow of Death”

Instructor: 
Dr. David A. Fein / Department of Romance Languages / 2320 HHRA / 334-3955 dafein@uncg.edu / Office Hrs. MWF 10-11 (or by appointment)

Attendance:  Class attendance is extremely important.  Any student who exceeds a total of three absences, for any reason, may be dropped from the course.  Roll will be taken promptly at the beginning of class.  Students arriving after roll is taken will be counted tardy.  Two late arrivals will be considered the equivalent of one absence.  A quiz will frequently be given at the beginning of the class period, and no make-up quizzes (or extra time for late arrival) will be allowed.
Texts:

The Book of Job


Tolstoy, The Death of Ivan Ilyich



Camus, The Plague


Wiesel, Night



De Beauvoir, A Very Easy Death


García-Márquez, Chronicle of a Death Foretold



Kertész, Fatelessness

Grading:  The final grade will be based on the following:

· Quizzes


15%
· Class participation

10%
· Tests (3)


30%

· Portfolio (see below)

45%

Portfolio Contents:

· Paper # 1 



· Paper # 2 



· Commentaries


· Final Reflection


Portfolio:  Each of your writing assignments will be returned to you with suggestions for improvement (but without a grade).  You will be expected to revise each piece accordingly, placing the original draft and the revision in your portfolio, to be collected and evaluated at the end of the semester.  The portfolio grade will be based on the finished products and also on the improvement reflected in each revision.
Papers and Commentaries:  Two short papers (4-5 pages) will be assigned.  (Specific guidelines to follow later.)  In addition several brief commentaries (about 1 page in length) will be assigned at regular intervals, with a small group of students submitting commentaries each week.  A general question or a quotation will be provided to guide your response.  It is important to submit all work on time in order to receive credit.  (See “Deadlines” below.)
Assignments:  Assignments will be posted through Blackboard.   It is essential that you keep up with all assignments!  A tentative syllabus is provided, but some adjustments and modifications may become necessary during the course of the semester.  Students should consult Blackboard on a regular basis for updated assignments, announcements, and for specific instructions on various activities.
Class Discussion:  Each class will typically include small-group discussion followed by class discussion.  During the general class discussion, you will be expected to listen respectfully and attentively to all comments and viewpoints, whether or not you agree.  You are asked to raise your hand and wait for recognition before speaking, and to allow time for others to make their own contributions.  Some of the issues we will be discussing are emotionally charged, and often elicit strong personal reactions, based on an individual’s experiences and deeply held convictions.  Class discussions will be carried out in an atmosphere of tolerance and mutual respect.  Any form of disrespect, personal attack, or inappropriate language is unacceptable.

E-mail Communication. You may contact me by phone at my office number (334-5655) or by e-mail (dafein@uncg.edu).   I read my e-mail several times a day during the week, and this is the most efficient way to contact me.  
Please Note: If I need to contact you for any reason, I will do so through Blackboard, and the message will be sent to your E-Spartan account.  It is important that you check your UNCG
e-mail account on a regular basis, even if you have another account that you prefer to use for personal correspondence.  Once I send a message to you via Blackboard, it is your responsibility to read the message and respond in a timely manner.  This is the only method of communication that I will be using to contact students.

Deadlines:  You will be given specific deadlines for various types of written work (e.g., commentaries, papers, etc.).  It is essential that you adhere to these deadlines.  Any work that is submitted late may result in a lowered grade, or may even be refused for credit, depending on the degree of lateness.  I advise you not to wait until the last minute to complete written assignments.  Technical malfunctions (printer problems, etc.) will not entitle you to an extension.  Please plan accordingly!

Conferences:  A mandatory conference will be scheduled near the midpoint of the semester.  (One class will be cancelled for this purpose.)  I am always available for conferences in my office, and welcome appointments to discuss any course-related issues, especially those related to improvement of writing skills.  Please contact me by e-mail if you wish to schedule an appointment.

Writing Center: The UNCG Writing Center offers a valuable service, and all students are strongly urged to take advantage of this resource.  (More information on the Writing Center will follow shortly.)
Course Objectives:
· Identify and understand varied characteristics of literature
· Apply techniques of literary analysis to texts

· Use literary study to develop skills in careful reading and clear writing

· Demonstrate understanding of the diverse social and historical contexts in which literary texts have been written and interpreted.

· Identify broad philosophical issues raised by literary texts and understand the complexity of these issues.

· Improve writing skills, and specifically the ability to write about literature.

Cell Phones, Laptops, Other Electronic Devices:  In order to maintain concentration and minimize distractions, all cell phone, laptops, and other electronic devices should be turned off and put away during class.  If you are expecting a call connected with a personal emergency, please notify me before class.
Academic Integrity Policy:  Please remember that all students at UNCG must adhere to the University’s Academic Integrity Policy (http://academicintegrity.uncg.edu/complete/).  You are expected to submit your own work.  Plagiarism and other violations of this policy will have serious consequences.

Syllabus
(Please note:  This is a tentative syllabus, subject to modification.  Always check Blackboard for updated assignments and important announcements)
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