FMS 115-02

King Arthur Revisited: The Present State of the Once and Future King 

Spring 2007 / MWF 10:00 to 10:50 a.m. / Graham 209

Instructor: Jennifer Whitaker / Office: 3110 MHRA / Mailbox: 3114 MHRA

 Phone: 334.3972 / Email: jlwhitak@uncg.edu / Office Hours: MWF 11-12 and by appointment

TEXTS:

Novel:
(required text) In Country by Bobbie Ann Mason (ISBN: 0-06-091350-9)


(required text) Le Morte d’Arthur by Thomas Malory (ISBN: 0-375-75322-2)

Reader:
(handouts) from The Arthurian Handbook by Norris J. Lacy and Geoffrey Ashe (2E)

Essays:
(handouts)  King Arthur in Popular Culture, ed. Elizabeth Sklar 

Poetry:
(handouts)“Culhwch and Olwen” excerpt from The Mabinogion 

“The Last Tournament” excerpt from Idylls of the King by Alfred, Lord Tennyson 

“The Lady of Shalott” by Tennyson 
The Waste Land by T. S. Eliot

“Iseult of Brittany” by Dorothy Parker

“The Gentleman of Shalott” by Elizabeth Bishop 

excerpts from “In Parenthesis” by David Jones

 Film:
King Arthur
COURSE OVERVIEW:

This course will focus on a historical range of texts dealing with Arthurian stories and myth in order to see how the “Once and Future King” weathered the transition to the media-driven age of the 20th and 21st centuries. Roughly the first half of the course will focus on providing students with a foundational knowledge of early Arthurian canon, specifically using Lacy and Ashe’s The Arthurian Handbook and “Culhwch and Olwen,” collected in the Welsh The Mabinogion, as guides. Lacy and Ashe’s handbook will also provide us with an overview of how the Arthurian stories were adopted and changed by each culture that retold them, with each leaving its peculiar resonance in the story. Excerpts from Malory’s Le Morte d’Arthur will provide our first text for comparison with the earlier look at Arthur in The Mabinogion. Further, Tennyson’s “The Last Tournament” and his poem “The Lady of Shalott” will allow us to critically analyze retellings of many of the stories from the Arthurian cycle, and we will begin to pose suggestions as to why these stories endure. In “The Last Tournament” and “Iseult of Brittany,” we will focus specifically on the Tristan and Iseult story, using comparison/contrast of both the individual texts to the earlier versions of the story, and between these Tristan retellings themselves, therefore synthesizing the parts of the narrative that remain constant in the face of the retellings examined. Finally, in The Waste Land, excerpts from “In Parenthesis,” and In Country, we will see how the 20th C followed the tradition of using stories from the Arthurian cycle to make political statements, a trend throughout the Arthurian tales we will read. These novels and poems, as well as the handbook and the film, will provide openings to various issues debated and of concern in 21st century society, including the effect of media and visual images on politics, current power structure, women’s rights, the role of religion in our culture, and the influence of the political climate on art. 

LEARNING GOALS:  

(To interpret and evaluate ideas conveyed through a variety of formats—visual, 

written, and oral

(To learn to recognize and analyze modes of influence both within literature and across disciplines (in music, visual art, film, dance)

(To locate and evaluate relevant information to the topic at hand, and to learn to apply that information to written and oral arguments

(To improve writing through practice and revision

(To learn to identify and effectively employ rhetorical appeals in the analysis of others’ works and in the preparation of student’s own work 

(To write in a variety of styles and formats relevant to the college experience

(To learn to use the library for research

(To learn to appreciate the unique thoughts, ideas, and perspectives of others 

(To analyze and construct cogent arguments to communicate ideas 

(To locate and analyze thematic resonances between the literature read and the current world

COURSE REQUIREMENTS:

· The Response Notebooks will include freewritings, reader response entries, and reading questions. I will ask students to turn these in each day an entry is due, so they should be kept in a loose-leaf notebook. Students will write in the notebook in response to each homework reading. When assigned a freewrite, students will respond to some aspect of our class or reading that interests them in a journal-type format. This should help keep students engaged with the class and give them a chance to practice more informal writing. Reader responses will require students to respond directly to the reading we are doing in class or to supplementary reading. They will respond to the text by summarizing the written argument and offering a cogent evaluative or critical response in a short (one page) essay format. Reading questions will require students to pose questions brought up by the reading, which will help not only to synthesize their thinking on the subject, but also to participate in class discussion. 

· Students will do one current event mini-essay approximately every two weeks. For this assignment, students will find an article either from The Carolinian or another newspaper that relates in theme to a reading from class, and then write a short (200-300) essay on how the event/article relates to a topic from class. Rather than a synopsis of the article or an overview of the connection made to class topics, the current event assignment will push students to use their own intellectual inquiry to elucidate valuable and relevant connections for the reader. The current event assignment will give students practice in interpreting and evaluating arguments in the non-academic forum of news media, and will also, like the midterm and final exams, require students to construct cogent arguments and provide support in a concise and persuasive way. Students will receive feedback from the instructor on the effectiveness and presentation of the written argument, the effectiveness of the connection made between the text and current event, and the presentation of the oral argument (when applicable). Because the students will do multiple current event mini-essays during the semester, they will have the chance to improve with the instructor feedback provided.

· One time during the semester, the mini-essay assigned will be to do an advertisement analysis of a product with an Arthurian connection (ex. King Arthur Flour). This will require that students critically assess the associations with Arthur that have seeped into popular culture, and compare/contrast those with what they have learned from the primary texts dealing with this legendary figure. The advertisement analysis will also call for students to analyze the rhetorical appeals used in the ad, an analytic skill important throughout academic disciplines. 

· The Midterm and Final exams will ask students to respond in essay format. Prior to each exam, the class will have a review session where we discuss the themes and ideas presented in the previous classes. We will discuss both student and instructor ideas for exam question topics that are applicable to more than one text we’ve studied. The emphasis of the essays will be on synthesizing ideas rather than on regurgitation. On exam day, students will be presented with a range of topics from which to choose to write a two to three page essay. This type of format will prepare students for classes in other disciplines where essay exams are common. It requires students to construct a cogent argument, which becomes the thesis for their essay, and to support this argument in an organized structure. It also requires students to practice both comparison/contrast and synthesis. When graded, the exams will include instructor comments that offer feedback to student on both the structure of their essay and the presentation of their ideas.

· The film analysis will require that the class be broken down into groups based on one of five films (The Sword in the Stone, Camelot, Tristan and Isolde, First Knight, or Monty Python and the Holy Grail). The students will view their group’s film, then write a 2-3-page paper analyzing some aspect of the film in relation to course reading. The short length of the paper will require students to develop a narrow focus on one or two aspects of analysis rather than trying to deal with the narrative scope of the film. Presenting a sharpened focus in a succinct format will prepare students for short essays in other classes, in which developing a cogent argument in an abbreviated space is expected. Following a workshop model, students will work on developing a thesis, developing arguments and evidence, discussing ways to organize ideas effectively, and doing practice writing together. Each group member will turn in a rough draft of the essay and conference with the instructor. The essay will then be revised per instructor comments. The workshop model will give students a chance to analyze peers’ work for cogent arguments and to provide useful feedback. We will discuss useful versus non-useful comments prior to the film analysis. This assignment will require students to deconstruct visual images in order to gain understanding of the argument of the film, while comparing/contrasting it to what they have already learned about the Arthurian stories from texts. 

· Each student will be required once during the semester to provide a brief synopsis of the homework reading and present in orally at the beginning of the class period. This synopsis will require students to identify the writer/presenter’s argument and evaluate it while posing questions that were brought up during his or her reading. This will serve as an opening for discussion of the reading, and from this synopsis, students will provide evidence from the text at hand or from texts already analyzed to support their thinking on the subject. This means of question-asking applies across disciplines and gives students a chance once again to practice locating and evaluating information relevant to their argument. 

· The research paper will be 4-6 pages in length (typed, double-spaced, 12 point font) and consistent with MLA style. It will require four sources, only one of which may be an online source. The class will have a library tour prior to the research paper, to familiarize them with Jackson Library and the resources available there. Students will develop a prospectus for the paper, which will be orally presented to the class after being approved by the instructor. They will produce a rough draft of the paper at least four pages in length, participate in a peer workshop, and attend a conference with the instructor. Finally, they will revise and expand the draft per instructor and peer comments. 

· Class participation is mandatory, and worth 10% of the final grade. Students should be ready to be called on by the instructor whether or not they volunteer. Students will be required to work in groups and to make individual contributions to the class discussion. Additionally, at some point during the semester, groups will be asked to lead and facilitate class discussion. 

GRADE CALCULATION:

Response Notebook: 




15%

Current Event mini-essays: 



10%

Midterm and Final exam: 



30%

Group Film analysis: 




10%

Individual Class synopsis: 



  5%

Research paper:





20%

Class participation: 




10%

Total: 






100%

Attendance Policy: Students are allowed three absences for whatever reason.  After that, your grade will drop half a letter grade for each additional unexcused absence.

Upon the seventh unexcused absence, you will receive a failing grade for the class.

If you miss class or have a question about an assignment for the next class, check Blackboard to see what is due, or check with me.  “I wasn’t here last time” is not an excuse for not having your work done; it is your responsibility to find out what you missed and to turn work in when it is due.

Tardiness is my most hated thing, and is unacceptable.  Excessive tardiness will negatively affect your participation grade. Please arrive on time. 

Late Paper Policy: Late papers will lose half a letter grade for each day they are late, to a maximum of six days, after which a grade of 0 will be received.  Weekends count. 

Except in astonishing and extraordinary circumstances, papers will not be accepted by email.

Email: Students in this class are required to check their email account at least once a day in case there are any last-minute announcements or disruptions to the schedule. 

Academic Integrity Policy: Students are expected to abide by the terms of the student code of academic conduct, available in your undergraduate bulletin or online at http://studentconduct.uncg.edu.  I urge you all to examine this material, and consult me with any questions you may have about plagiarism and academic integrity before it becomes an issue.

Ignorance of what constitutes plagiarism is not an acceptable excuse for plagiarism.  Academic dishonesty of any kind will not be tolerated and will result in an automatic failing grade for the assignment.  The moment you feel yourself tempted to cheat, for any reason whatsoever, please, come see me or email me instead.  We’ll also discuss this in great detail in class. 

Special Needs: If you have special needs, please let me know or contact the Office of Disability Services—334.5440.
The University Writing Center is available for all students at any point in the writing process. They’re quite nice and friendly there, so take advantage of this service. The Writing Center lets professors know when a student visits, and I will take note of your extra effort. The Writing Center is located in 3211 MHRA, and is open Monday through Thursday, 9am-8pm; Fridays, 9am-3pm; and Sunday evenings, 5-8pm. 

Tentative Schedule

January

M 8 

Introduction to Course

10 

Begin reading notebooks; Discuss genre stereotypes

12

Discussion of The Arthurian Handbook (Blackboard)

M 15

Class dismissed for Martin Luther King Jr. Day 

17

Introduction and handouts for “Culhwch and Olwen”/The Mabinogion*
19

“Culhwch and Olwen”* (Blackboard)  

M 22

Discussion on bardic tradition in Welsh literature

24

Introduce Le Morte d’Arthur*
26

Le Morte d’Arthur*; current event mini-essay 1 due

M 29

Le Morte d’Arthur*   

31

Le Morte d’Arthur*

February

2

Le Morte d'Arthur*

M 5

“The Last Tournament”*

7

“The Last Tournament”*



9

"The Last Tournament"*

M 12

Le Morte d’Arthur; “The Lady of Shalott”*

14

 Discussion of Arthur in visual art
16

Le Morte d'Arthur;* assign film analysis; current event mini-essay 2 due 
M 19 

 Le Morte d’Arthur*; begin King Arthur viewing

21

King Arthur viewing 

23

King Arthur viewing; current event mini-essay 3 due

M 26

 Review session for midterm exam

28

Midterm exam

March

2

Discussion on handout from King Arthur in Popular Culture*

M 5

 Spring Break 

7

Spring Break 

9 

 Spring Break 

M 12

Group work on film analysis: workshop

14

Le Morte d'Arthur*; introduce research paper

16

Library Tour (details to follow) 

M 19

Conferences (current event mini-essay 4 due)

21

Conferences (current event mini-essay 4 due)

23

Film analysis due 

M 26

Le Morte d’Arthur*; introduce The Waste Land

28

The Waste Land*

30

Introduce In Country; current event mini-essay 5 due

April 
M 2

In Country*

4

In Country*

6

Spring Holiday. Class dismissed. 

M 9

In Country*
11

In Country*

13

In Country*



M 16

In Country*

18

“The Gentleman of Shalott,” “Iseult of Brittany” and excerpts from “In  

Parenthesis”*

20

Workshop of research papers 

M 23

“The Documentary Arthur” from King Arthur in Popular Culture (handout)*

25

Research papers due; Arthurian feast (details TBA)

27

 Review session for final exam
M 30

 Optional conferences

May

T 1

Last day of class; final exam 

* denotes a day for student synopsis 
