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SECTION __________________

Storytelling Across Culture


TIME ______________________

3 credit hours/ 3 weekly contact hours
        
LOCATION _________________ 


PROFESSOR: Kim Cuny
 


336-256-1389
E-MAIL: kmcuny@uncg.edu


LEAVE A DETAILED MESSAGE
(No Attachments please)




OFFICE LOCATION: 3332 MHRA          

OFFICE HOURS:  M. T, & TH 8am or by appointment
Mission of the Department of Communication: We research, teach, and practice communication to cultivate the ethical voices of people that speak in critical, constructive, and transformative ways to identities, relationships, and communities.
Text: Collins, R. & Cooper, P. (1997). The Power of Story. Scottsdale, AZ: Gorsuch Scarisbrick.

Additional materials: three ring notebook & blank DVD -Rs (do not buy them until after you get further instruction).
UNCG Markers: This course has been approved with GFA, WI, & SI markers
Designation:  In addition to being a freshman seminar this course is also designated Service-Learning.
Prerequisites/co-requisites: None
Contacting Instructor:  E-mail messages will be checked M-Sun., many times a day, as late as 10pm.  Phone messages are checked M-F during regular office hours.  Given the time delay, it is strongly suggested that you reach out to your instructor by e-mail when a prompt response is expected. 

METHOD OF INSTRUCTION: Lecture/ discussion/ small group/ oral presentations/ research/ reflection/ quizzes/ activities.

Campus E-mail: Students enrolled in this class will need to check their campus email at least once a week (best if checked before each meeting) for announcements (like class will not meet today) and occasional reminders.

Blackborad:  Aspects of this course will be managed via Blackboard.  Students who are enrolled need to learn how to use Blackboard by the end of the second week of the fall semester.
Library: As is the case for all FMS courses we will learn how to use the library.
Description: Together we will take a journey into the folklore of Non-Western countries as we advance multicultural education and foster an appreciation of diversity.  Students will research, read, analyze, and perform stories of their choice from around the world.  As the journey comes to an end the final storytelling project of this service-learning course will involve telling stories to children at various community locations to include working with the Greensboro Public Library.

Content: The historical study of storytelling makes an important humanistic/liberal arts contribution to the education of those who take the course.   Storytelling is one of the most ancient forms of communication. Through the centuries, it has provided not only entertainment, but has also been used to pass on traditions, community and cultural paradigms, and moral and ethical codes of conduct.  Stories provide awareness in humans.  They help us know, question, remember and understand. Storytelling helps us understand and explore our own significance and the many and myriad connections that ultimately make up our communities.  Storytelling also helps to create new communities as paradigms, feelings and emotions are shared. 

This is to be an interdisciplinary academic study, taught according to the usual standards of scholarship and objectivity, in which students will explore historical, cultural (nonwestern stories), and performance issues, concerning storytelling; with particular emphasis on stories from foreign societies to advance multicultural education.
Learning Goals:

1. Demonstrate the ability to write and speak clearly, coherently and effectively about storytelling.

2. Adapt modes of communication to the audience.

3. Incorporate constructive feedback from readers to improve the written work.

4. Demonstrate understanding of and sensitivity toward some cultural traditions and differences that have shaped our diverse world.

5. Demonstrate understanding of the importance of artistic expression in the process of self-understanding

6. Locate, interpret, and evaluate information about storytelling in diverse global cultures.

7. Continue learning about the art of storytelling, welcoming new knowledge and insight.

8. Demonstrate an understanding of the interconnections storytelling offers among regions of the world, including regions other than North America, Great Britain, and continental Europe, in the areas of cultural and aesthetic development. 

9. Improved ability to tell stories.
10. Critically evaluate the oral work of others 
11. Enhance learning through active engagement in oral communication

COURSE OUTLINE

1. History

2. Theory

3. Tolerance connection

4. Resources

5. Performances
Nature of Course Content:

1. Final reflection: Will have oral and written components.

2. Quizzes: There may be unannounced quizzes related to your assigned reading and/or other materials.  Quizzes will end ten minutes into class - no exceptions.  A missed quiz must be taken (during office hours) no later than one week after the excused absence.  If you do not have university- approved documentation supporting an excused absence, you cannot make up missed quizzes.

3. Discussion/Group Activities/Participation: The student will benefit from the class much more if s/he participates in discussions and group activities.  This will be reflected in participation points.

4. Story of my name: will have written and oral components.

5. Peer Evaluations: Students will evaluate each other’s storytelling both orally and in written form.  Because peers cannot be expected to repeat a presentation, it is impossible for a student to make up a missed peer evaluations.

6. Non-traditional gender storytelling: will have written and oral components.

7. Paper: Will involve meeting with instructor, visit(s) to writing center, and one rewrite.

8. Storytellings will require paperwork.   Students must follow the course calendar to determine when paperwork is due.  Students who do not hand in paperwork will not be able to give a speech.  NO PAPERWORK = NO SPEECH

9. Sustainability project: will have written and oral components.

10. Service-Learning project: will have written and oral components.

11. Homework: some announced in advance some not.  Mostly written.
Evaluation of Performance: The assignments will be given a total number of points.  The final grade will be the points earned when compared to the total number of points available.

Grade compositions:

Homework, quiz, & participation
75 points
15%
Story of my name


25 points
5%
Non-traditional gender

50 points
10%
Sustainability project

50 points
10%
Story reading in community
50 points
10%


Family story


50 points
10%
Final in-class telling 

50 points
10%




Service-Learning project

50 points
10%

Final reflection paper

100 points
20%
Attendance and Participation:  Regular attendance is expected and very important for students who want to do well in the class.  Much of the material covered in class draws on, but is not included in, the readings. Also, since this class proceeds more by class activities and less by lecture, class participation is an important component of a learning community in which students’ intellectual growth takes place throughout the semester. Two criteria will be used to evaluate the quality of students’ class participation:

1.  the ability to provide regular and thoughtful questions and comments on the readings and research for class discussion.

2.  the willingness to hear out a range of perspectives and reactions to the readings by fellow classmates, to neither dominate nor disengage from group discussions.

Attendance Notes: In order to receive optimum benefit and knowledge, students must be on time and attend class regularly.

· If you arrive after attendance has been started you are late.

· Tardiness or leaving class early exceeding ten minutes will be regarded as absent.

· In cases of absences related to jury duty, death in your immediate family, or medical emergency, you have one week to make up missed work provided you can supply documentation to support the absence.  Missed exams must be taken before returning to class.

· In other absences, missed work is due upon returning to class and will be counted as late.

· Students practicing non-participatory behaviors such as sleeping, reading the newspaper, or doing work off task during class will be counted as absent.

· If you stop attending class, you must comply with UNCG’s drop policy in order to receive a grade of “W”.  Your instructor will not do the paperwork for you.

The last day to withdraw from classes (and receive the grade of “W”) this semester is:  

Assignments:  Assignments are due, in person, at the beginning of class on the dates noted on the course calendar.  Late written assignments will be considered on a case by case basis for very serious reasons only and will not be accepted more than one week after due date.

Academic Integrity: Ethical criteria for original research and exam conduct follow the university’s published guidelines, which can be found in the Policies for Students.  In addition, a copy of the university’s policy on academic integrity and the UNC honor code can be found on the UNCG website:  http://www.uncg.edu/saf/studiscp/Honor.html
If you have any concerns about ethical research and writing, please come and talk to me.  I am happy to help you identify and think through ethical patterns to follow.

Students Who Need Accommodations: Students with disabilities who need accommodations for this (or any other) class are encouraged to meet with their instructor or the appropriate disability service provider on campus as soon as possible.  In order to receive accommodations, students must be registered with the appropriate disability service provider on campus as set forth in the student handbook and must follow the University procedure for self-disclosure.  Students will not be afforded any accommodations for academic work completed prior to disclosure of the disability.  Students will not be afforded any accommodations for academic work completed prior to the completion of the documentation process with the appropriate disability service office.

Any student who has needs because of learning, physical, emotional or other kind of disability should feel free to discuss their needs with this professor during office hours.  Please consider identifying yourself (early) so that we can work together to make this a successful semester for all.
Attendance Policy

Courses offered in association with the Department of Communication require regular class participation, laboratory work, individual and/or group presentations, audience interaction and evidence of reading and research.  The faculty believes that the value of a course lies in active student participation during the forty-two hours of scheduled classes.  A student who is not in attendance is not learning, or is learning less than his/her classmates.

Unexcused absences may result in a lower final grade for a course.  Departmental faculty employs the following guidelines for absences:


2 absences = one grade lower that final class average


4 absences = two grades lower that final class average


6 or more absences = a final grade of “F”

(Note: this is the regular semester policy for classes that meet twice a week.)

Questions regarding this policy may be addressed to the Department Chair.

Missed class time and active participation:  Students who miss more than 10 minutes of any class due to arrival or departure will be counted absent.  Students practicing non-participatory behaviors such as sleeping, reading the paper, or doing work off task will be regarded as absent as well.

If you miss class, you are responsible for getting missed notes and handouts from a classmate.

Special Notes: Oral presentations will be assigned in advance.  If an emergency necessitates your being absent on your presentation day, you must contact the instructor prior to class.  Failure to do so will result in receiving a grade of “0” for the speech.  

Calendar: A complete breakdown as to what will be due when will be provided in the near future.  In the mean time, you need to read___________________ for our next class.
THE STORYTELLING PROJECT – SERVICE-LEARNING PROGRAM

This element integrates historical, theoretical, and practical academic knowledge with an applied experience that enables students to interact with the community.  In addition to classroom activities and other campus events, instructor supervised, storytelling will take place.  Students will choose their stories (for this event) from an array of multicultural stories collected and studied throughout the semester.  

Instructor will provide storytelling schedule that matches UNCG students with local schools or nonprofit organizations. Students will reflect on their interaction with the community in written and/or verbal expression.  See brief description below. 

Course Work and Community Integration: Students will be provided with the opportunity to apply storytelling concepts, techniques, and methods learned through their studies to real world (on and off campus) community projects.

Community agencies such as Greensboro Public and Gateway Educational Center will be provided with an interactive experience that:

· enhances imagination and visualization

· improves listening skills 

· allows children to interact with adults on a personal level

· sparks an interest in reading

· enhances critical and creative thinking skills

· nourishes students’ intuitive side

· helps children to understand their own and others’ cultural heritage

Service Learning Development: Students will have the opportunity to experience personal rewards by completing service projects.  Students will also have the added benefit of including their service projects and accomplishments in their post-graduation professional portfolio.

External Client Feedback: Questionnaires will be distributed at close of semester.

Triad Storytelling Circle: This community storytelling group meets one Sunday a month in Greensboro.  Meetings include an hour of storytelling with the purpose of helping those interested in improving their telling.  Students can attend the storytelling as an audience member or practice their storytelling in this non-threatening environment.  Details to follow.
EXTRA CREDIT: There are up to 30 points extra credit which may be earned by the ambitious student.  This can be accomplished by completing any combination of the four assignments below.  For each completed assignment you can earn 5 to 10 extra credit points (see points below).  You may do any of the assignments more than once for a total of not more than 30 extra credit points.

1) Students may attend an approved outside storytelling performance and write a one or two page typed analysis based on course material. Throughout the semester opportunities will be provided to hear experienced storytellers perform outside of the classroom.   Any storytelling session at Barnes & Noble is already approved.  Other performances (suggested by student) will be considered.  Each telling attended can earn up to 5 points.

2) Students may elect to independently schedule, and perform their stories at approved locations and/or to various community groups either alone, with another class member or as a group of classmates.  The performance must be videotaped and submitted to the professor for analysis and evaluation.  Prior approval by the instructor is required.  Each videotaped performance can earn up to 10 points. You cannot earn credit for telling the same story to the same audience more than once.

3) For those who do not have access to a video camera, you still have the opportunity to tell to kids for extra credit (#2 above). THIS OPPORTUNITY IS NOT GOING TO BE EVALUATED THE SAME AS A VIDEO RECORDED TELLING.

If it works for you, you can tell a story to kids for extra credit and submit an audio (cassette) tape of the telling for extra credit (you must supply your own equipment). Unlike the videotape opportunity, those who record their telling onto cassette tape must:

1 - have the children interact with them during the taping (so we can hear the audience)

2 - facilitate a discussion after the telling (again we will hear the kids)

3 - submit a signed statement from a representative of the organization (along with the tape) for which you told, the statement must include the title, phone number (include area code) and printed name of the adult. 

Be sure the statement they sign specifically states that they witnessed you (your name must be on the statement) tell and not read the story.  Each recorded performance can earn up to 10 points.  You cannot earn credit for telling the same story to the same audience more than once.

4) Students may elect to independently perform/record stories live for the UNCG storytelling web page (under construction).  Permission must be obtained for the continued use of the story (on the web page) from author(s) prior to the recording.  Faculty can provide students with leads to authors who are willing to contribute or students can provide their own resources.  Each recorded performance can earn up to 10 points.   Prior approval by the instructor is required. 

Reflection Questions: This course requires self-reflective writing.  Unless otherwise indicated, all reflections must be typed.  Students are expected to critically think about each question as they formulate an answer.  Responses that are less than a paragraph will earn less credit.  Responses should be well thought out and complete, leaving the reader with no need to infer what the writer means.  Students will be graded on quality of content.

Speaking Intensive Course: UNCG students are required to take two speaking-intensive courses. The purpose of a speaking-intensive course is to help you to “speak clearly, coherently, and effectively as well as to adapt modes of communication to one’s audience.” 

Because a speaking-intensive course focuses on learning of content through active engagement in oral communication, the class will be interactive. You will be encouraged to share ideas, argue viewpoints, and engage in meaningful discussion. Individual improvement is a key component in the course. You will learn to analyze and evaluate your skills and set goals for improvement. You will receive constructive feedback from your instructor and peers.

University Speaking Center: is designed to help you improve your oral communication skills. You have the opportunity to practice your individual or group presentations and work with a trained consultant. The Center is located in 3211 MHRA.  To schedule an appointment, call 336-256-1346. It is open Monday – Wednesday 10am – 8pm, Thursday from 10am - 6pm, and on Friday from 9am -12 noon.
Writing Intensive Course: A writing-intensive course has a special responsibility for improving students' ability to write in the context of learning about a particular discipline. It treats writing as means of learning as well as a skill to be learned. The course makes substantial and continuous use of writing as a way of engaging students with important questions and problems of a particular subject. Students may become familiar with the material of the course through a variety of writing assignments throughout the semester, including both formal and informal work. The program also emphasizes revision as an essential part of the writing process.

University Writing Center – is designed to help you improve your written communication skills.   You will be required to visit the Writing Center in 3211 MHRA to obtain feedback on your writing during the semester.

Freshman Seminar Program: gives you the opportunity to study a topic in depth while earning credit in the General Education Core (GEC) or to fulfill the College Additional Requirements (CAR). The seminars are small discussion classes taught by faculty selected for their commitment and interest in undergraduate teaching. The seminars have no prerequisites and do not presume any special knowledge about the topics to be covered. The seminars emphasize class discussion, critical reading or original literature (rather than textbooks), and practice in writing and argument. This section is open to all freshmen.  It is designed to be a challenging course, intended for students who plan to take their education seriously.
GFA Marker - GFA classes at UNCG serve as an introductory study of a selected topic in the fine arts.  Ours is storytelling.
Grade Scale:
Letter

Percentage

Points 
A+

97%-100%

483-500
A

93%-96%

463-482
A- 

90%-92%

448-462
B+ 

87%-89%

433-447
B

83%- 86%

413-432
B-

80%-82%

398-412
C+ 

77%-79%

383-397
C

73%-76%

363-382
C-

70%-72%

348-362
D+

67%-69%

333-347
D

63%-66%

313-332
D-

60%-62%

298-312
How do you figure out your current grade: Refer to the “for your records” section of the syllabus and apply the following simple formula.

Points earned to date times 100 = _____  Next divide that by the total number of points you could have earned to date = ____.

The total will be less than 100.  Apply the numbers listed above under “percentage” to figure out your current letter grade.
Now take a look at the total number of points still available.  Compare it to the points you have earned and plan accordingly.  500-point grade scale can be found in syllabus.

For Your Records: Use the following to keep track of your grade during the semester.  Put the points you earn in the blanks provided.

_____Homework, quiz, & participation  (out of 75 points = 15%)

_____Story of my name  (out of 25 points = 5%)

_____Non-traditional gender (out of 50 points = 10%)

_____Sustainability project (out of 50 points = 10%)

_____Story reading (out of 50 points = 10%)
_____Family story (out of 50 points = 10%)
_____Final in-class telling (out of 50 points = 10 %)

_____Service-Learning project (out of 50 points = 10%)

_____Final reflection paper (out of 100 points = 20%)
_____ Total = add all of the above (out of 500 points)

-_____ Subtract attendance penalties
______ Total (see grade scale for letter assignment)

Your participation grade can be obtained from instructor at the end of the semester.

SUBTRACT PROPER LETTER GRADE (S) IN ACCORDANCE WITH ATTENDANCE POLICY STATED ABOVE.

Keep track of Quiz and Homework points earned below. 
GUIDELINES FOR CLASS

1. WAIT OUTSIDE OF CLASSROOM UNTIL THE CURRENT SPEAKER HAS FINISHED THEIR SPEECH.

2. IF YOU DO NOT HAVE A TYPED COPY OF YOUR PAPERWORK WITH YOU IN CLASS YOU MAY NOT DO YOUR PRESENTATION.

3. IF YOU ARE NOT PRESENT THE DAY YOU ARE TO GIVE AN ORAL PRESENTATION, YOU ARE NOT GUARANTEED A CHANCE TO GIVE YOUR PRESENTATION AT A LATER DATE (SEE SYLLABUS).

4. IF YOU DO NOT GIVE YOUR PRESENTATION ON THE ASSIGNED DAY, YOU MUST BE PREPARED TO GIVE YOUR SPEECH AT EVERY MEETING WHICH FOLLOWS (IN CASE TIME ALLOWS FOR YOU TO DO YOUR SPEECH).  YOU WILL NOT BE GIVEN A THIRD CHANCE.

5. PROBLEMS WITH YOUR COMPUTER/PRINTER DO NOT EXCUSE YOU FROM MEETING THE REQUIREMENTS OF ANY ASSIGNMENT (SEE #4).  IF YOU WAIT UNTIL THE DAY OF OR EVENING BEFORE YOUR ASSIGNMENT IS DO TO "PRINT" YOU ARE TAKING A LARGE RISK.  PROPER PREPARATION PREVENTS POOR PERFORMANCE.

6. DO NOT COMMUNICATE TO YOUR FELLOW AUDIENCE MEMBERS WHILE A SPEAKER IS PERFORMING.

7. BE PREPARED TO DO YOUR SPEECH ON YOUR ASSIGNED DAY (REGARDLESS OF SNOW DAYS OR ANY OTHER UNFORESEEN SCHOOL CLOSING).  IF SCHOOL IS CANCELLED ON YOUR ASSIGNED DAY, YOU WILL BE RESCHEDULED.  IF SCHOOL IS NOT CANCELLED ON YOUR ASSIGNED DAY, YOU ARE STILL SCHEDULED TO SPEAK ON THAT DAY.

8. STUDENTS ARE ENCOURAGED TO BRING ROUGH COPIES OF PREPARATION OUTLINES TO INSTRUCTOR FOR REVIEW.  THIS CAN BE DONE AS LATE AS ONE WEEK BEFORE A SPEECH IS TO BE DELIVERED.

9. IF A BASEBALL CAP MUST BE WORN BY A SPEAKER, THE SPEAKER NEEDS TO TURN THE CAP AROUND SO THE AUDIENCE CAN SEE THE EYES OF THE SPEAKER.  ALONG THE SAME LINES, NO SUNGLASSES CAN BE WORN IN CLASS.

10. DO NOT CALL UPON INSTRUCTOR FOR ASSISTANCE IN PREPARING YOUR SPEECH THE DAY OF OR BEFORE THE SPEECH IS TO BE PERFORMED.  POOR PLANNING ON YOUR PART IS YOUR OWN PROBLEM. 

11. ALL WORK IS DUE AT THE START OF CLASS.  IF YOU ARE LATE FOR CLASS, YOUR WORK WILL BE COUNTED AS LATE.  

12. ALL LATE WORK WILL BE DOCKED 10 POINTS (no work can be handed in after the final regular class meeting).

13. DUE TO FERPA COCERNS GRADES WILL NOT BE DISCUSSED DURING CLASS, OVER THE TELEPHONE, OR VIA EMAIL.  PLAN TO STOP BY DURING OFFICE HOURS TO DISCUSS GRADES.  IF YOU ARE NOT AVAILABLE DURING OFFICE HOURS, AN APPOINTMENT CAN BE SCHEDULED.  VOICE AND ELECTRONIC MESSAGES THAT ASK FOR RELATED EMAIL OR PHONE DISCUSSIONS TO TAKE PLACE WILL NOT RECEIVE AN INSTRUCTOR RESPONSE.

14. A 24-HOUR “COOL OFF” PERIOD MUST PASS BEFORE AN ASSIGNMENT GRADE WILL BE DISCUSSED.

15. LATE TOPICS/STORIES WILL BE DOCKED 5 POINTS.

16. FAILURE TO SUBMIT A TOPIC/STORY WILL RESULT IN A 10 POINT PENALTY.

17. TOPIC/STORY CHANGES WILL BE DOCKED 10 POINTS.

18. ALL WORK MUST ATTACHED TO THE EVALUATION FORM PROVIDED WITH A STAPLE OR PAPERCLIP.  FAILURE TO DO SO WILL RESULT IN A POINT PENALTY.  FACULTY SUPPLIES ARE NOT AVAILABLE FOR STUDENT USE. 

19. UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED THIS COURSE IS DESIGNED TO BE LAPTOP FREE.

20. CELLULAR PHONE INTERUPTIONS WILL NOT BE PERMITTED IN CLASS.  ALL PHONES MUST BE OFF DURING CLASS.

21. ALL PRESENTATIONS MUST BE GIVEN IN CLASS (WITH A LIVE AUDIENCE).

22. DURING EXAMINATIONS, REENTRY INTO CLASSROOM WILL NOT BE PERMITTED (USE THE BATHROOM BEFORE YOU BEGIN YOUR EXAM).

23. DISRESPECTFUL COMMUNICATION WILL NOT BE TOLERATED.

24. ALL ASSIGNMENTS ARE TO BE TYPED, PROOFREAD, AND IN ADHERENCE TO BASIC RULES OF GRAMMAR AND COMPOSITION.  ASSIGNMENTS THAT ARE NOT TYPED WILL NOT BE EVALUATED (AUTOMATIC ZERO).

25. VIDEO RECORDED PRESENTATIONS MAY BE USED FOR FUTURE INSTRUCTION.

26. GIVEN THE NATURE OF THIS COURSE, SOME CLASS ACTIVITIES (IF MISSED) CANNOT BE MADE UP RESULTING IN A PONT LOSS.

27. ABSENCES SHOULD BE SAVED FOR EMERGENCIES AS THE COMMUNICATION STUDIES DEPARTMENT DOES NOT ALLOW FOR MANY ABSENCES.
28. FOOD CONSUMPTION WILL NOT BE PERMITTED IN THE CLASSROOM UNLESS, ENOUGH HAS BEEN PROVIDED FOR EVERYONE.

29. TIPS FOR SUCCESS: 


FOLLOW DIRECTIONS


MAKE DEADLINES


ASK FOR CLARITY WHERE NEEDED
