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VISION

Our vision is the be the premier university-wide, cross-disciplinary, collaborative 
entrepreneurship center in the State of North Carolina by 2014. We will build col-
laborations with multiple agencies and organizations, including other entrepre-
neuship center, organizations, and economic development agencies.

MISSION

Our mission is to help entrepreneurs start and grow their businesses, and to serve 
as a catalyst for the creation of sustainable and globally competitive enterprises in 
the Piedmont Triad, North Carolina, and beyond. We will accomplish this by pro-
moting entrepreneurship across the campus and in the community through public 
service and community engagement, education, and research.
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EVENTS

Technology Transfer Society (T2S) Annual Conference
October 2, 2009

The T2S Annual Conference featured keynote and plenary speakers from 
the nation’s top institutions including Duke, Harvard, MIT, NASA, and 
Stanford. As a co-sponsor, the NCEC welcomed visitors from over 40 
countries to UNCG’s campus to discuss the latest issues concerning the 
process of university technology transfer and the social consequences of 
entrepreneurial activity in society. Speakers included Professor Josh Le-
rner, Harvard Business School, Professor Howard Aldrich, University of 
North Carolina at Chapel Hill, David Audretsch, Indiana University and 
Max Planck, Fiona Murray, MIT Sloan School of Management, Sean Saf-
ford, University of Chicago Business School, Donald Siegel, University 
at Albany, SUNY, and Mike Wright, University of Nottingham Business 
School.

NCEC CEO Discussion Panel and Open House
November 11, 2009   

This inaugural event was open to the public and featured three vision-
ary North Carolina entrepreneurs: Eunice Dudley, Co-Founder and Chief 
Financial Officer of Dudley Products; Greg Provenzano, Co-Founder and 
President of ACN, Inc; and JR Ridinger, Founder, President and CEO of 
Market America. These speakers shared “real world” insights into un-
derstanding direct selling, encouraged networking and strategic partner-
ships, and reinforced the mission of the NCEC to create opportunities. A 
reception concluded one of the most well attended events in the history of 
the Bryan School of Business & Economics. The event was co-sponsored 
by the Direct Selling Education Foundation.

Attendees
     Students
     Faculty
     Professionals       

242
40
30

172

Attendees
     Students
     Professionals
Sponsorships

272
71

201
$10,000
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Biscuitville Speaker Event
February 5, 2010  

CEO Burney Jennings, son of Biscuitville founder Maurice Jennings, and 
author Phil Johnston, joined entrepreneurship guru Joe Erba for this be-
hind the scenes success story of Biscuitville. Their book, Biscuitville: The 
Secret Recipe for Building a Sustainable Competitive Advantage, explained 
how Biscuitville has remained successful for over fifty years. A question 
and answer session on how to become a successful entrepreneur conclud-
ed the event. 

Southern Entrepreneurship in the ArtsSM Conference
March 27, 2010   

The artist-led Southern Entrepreneurship in the ArtsSM Conference pre-
sented strategies and resources to help literary, performing, and visual 
artists become more self-supporting and successful entrepreneurs. Twen-
ty entrepreneurial artists spoke in a series of workshops and keynote ses-
sions, giving valuable tips and resources attendees could implement in 
their business the next day. Linda Carlisle, Secretary of North Carolina 
Department of Cultural Resources, opened the conference followed by a 
cadre of successful artists that included: William Mangum, owner of Wil-
liam Mangum Fine Arts, Jim Gallucci owner of Jim Gallucci Sculpture, 
and Falcon, owner of Nyght Falcon Photography, among others.

Anne Fulton Carter Business Plan Competition
March 31, 2010 

The first annual Anne Fulton Carter Business Plan Competition was open 
to all members of the UNCG community and awarded first, second, and 
third place prizes in the categories of Undergraduate, Graduate and Fac-
ulty and Staff. After a presentation and two rounds of judging by a panel 
of local business professionals, the top three participants in each category 
were awarded monetary prizes. Each participant received excellent feed-
back on their business plans as well. Next year, winners will go on to 
compete in a joint competition with other local universities and colleges.  

Attendees
     Students
     Professionals

55
45
10

Attendees
     Students
     Professionals
Expenses
Revenues
Profit

317
146
171

($9,114)
$20,555
$11,441

Participants
    Students
    Faculty
Judges
Other Attendees
Sponsorship

13
8
5

13
30

$7,800
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Polly Black Social Media Marketing Seminar
April 6 & 8, 2010

Polly Black, founder of BrandCurrents, has over 20 years experience 
in the marketing industry. Speaking on the nature of social media and 
how to utilize social media tools, Polly helped students and profes-
sionals grasp the power of social media in two, free two-hour sessions. 
During the first session, Polly gave an overview of how to implement 
social media into a marketing strategy. The second session built on this 
foundation, outlining specific social media tools and how to use each 
effectively. The event was co-sponsored by a grant from the Wake Forest 
University Office of Entrepreneurship and Liberal Arts. 

Aging is Good Business Summit
April 14, 2010
 
As the Baby-Boomer generation seeks new career options, many op-
portunities arise for these entrepreneurs. Featuring discussions led by 
successful aging experts and national entrepreneurs, the event focused 
on helping seasoned entrepreneurs reinvent themselves and find new 
ventures during the second half of their lives. The second half of the 
program was a round table idea session for attendees featuring experts 
on aging and entrepreneurship. Speakers included: H.R. Rick Moody, 
Ph.D, Director of Academic Affairs at AARP, Dianne H.B. Welsh, SPHR, 
Ph.D., Charles A. Hayes Distinguished Professor of Entrepreneurship 
and Founder of the North Carolina Entrepreneurship Center, Edward G. 
Rogoff, MBA, Ph.D., Author of Bankable Business Plans and Professor of 
Management, Baruch College, The City University of New York, David 
L. Carroll, MA, Writer and Producer specializing in health and aging 
issues and co-author, The Second Chance Revolution: Becoming Your 
Own Boss After 50. This event was co-sponsored by the UNCG Geron-
tology Program.
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Attendees
     Students
     Professionals

28
19
9

Attendees
     Students
     Professionals

88
12
76



We would like to thank...

The Offices of Grants and Research

Vice Chancellor Terri Shelton
Associate Vice Chancellor Jerry McGuire

The Bryan School of Business and Economics

Our Internal and External Boards

Our Affiliate Programs

The Triad Women’s Entrepreneurial Initiative - Dr. Channelle James
The Hatchery - Joe Erba
Collegiate Executives Organization

Our Center Staff and Interns

Jan Szelkowski
Katie Forker
Wendy L. Gibson
Steve Musulin
Marshall Rollings
Justin Streuli
Vandana Taneja
Justin Wiggins
Jason Windsor

Our Partners

The Service Corps of Retired Executives (SCORE) - Fran Luedtke
The Small Business Technology Development Center (SBTDC) - David Sipple
Office of Innovation Commercialization

And All of Our Volunteers

Thank you.
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Office Hours:
Monday - Friday, 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

418 Bryan School of Business and Economics
516 Stirling Street, P.O. Box 26165

Greensboro, NC, 27402-6165

T: (336) 256-8649 F: (336) 256-8650
ncec@uncg.edu

http://entrepreneur.uncg.edu


