
Fostering many of the worldôs largest and fastest growing economies, Asia is establishing itself 

at the head of global commerce. Students of all disciplines can benefit from exposure to Asiaôs 

rich and diverse cultures. When considering one of our many study abroad destinations, 

youôre sure to have many questions, and when youôre ready, weôre waiting to talk to you!   
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DESTINATION: ASIA  

International Programs Center  

127 McIver Street / UNCG 

Phone: 336-334-5404 

E-mail: studyabroad@uncg.edu 

Web: http://studyabroad.uncg.edu  

CHINA   -   JAPAN   -   KOREA   -   TAIWAN   -    INDIA  



DESTINATIONS:  

Did you know?  

India is home to 1.1 billion 

people, making it the second 

most populous country in the 

world.  

Field hockey is the national 

sport of India.  

50% of Indiaôs population are 

under 25 year old. 

Most Indians pride them-

selves on their English-

speaking ability. 

 

Did you know?  

Hong Kong was established 

by Great Britain and returned 

to Chinese rule in 1997.  

95% of the population are 

Chinese, the majority of 

whom speak English as a 

second language. 

Because Hong Kongôs terrain 

is so hilly, some of the streets 

have escalators on them for 

walking convenience. 

Hong Kong 

India  

Did you know?  

The 2008 Olympic games 

were hosted in Beijing, the 

capital city of China. 

The 5 stars on the Chinese 

flag represent the 5 major 

ethnic groups in China. 

The Great Wall of China 

stretches approximately 

4,000 miles and is easily ac-

cessible from Beijing Normal 

University.  

China 

 

Other Asian destinations are available. Please visit http://studyabroad.uncg.edu for further information.  



DESTINATIONS:  

Did you know?  

With over 30 million people, 

Tokyo is the most populous 

city in the world.  

The Japanese have the     

longest life expectancies. 

Over 90% of the Japanese 

population buy a  comic-

magazine daily. 

UNCG has exchange relation-

ships with 5 universities in 

Japan, including Nara 

Womenôs University. 

Japan 

Did you know?  

1/5 of South Koreaôs  popula-

tion lives in the capital city of 

Seoul. 

Seoul is home to Kangnam 

and Yonsei Universities. 

The worldôs 5th most visited 

amusement park is near   

Yonsei University. 

97% of South Koreans buy 

ringtones annually.  

South Korea 

Did you know?  

The worldôs tallest building is 

currently located  in the capi-

tal city of Taipei.  

Taiwan manufactures 60% of 

the worldôs laptop computers. 

A company in Taiwan manu-

factures plates and bowls 

made of wheat, that can be 

consumed after the meal. No 

more dirty dishes!  

Taiwan 

AT A GLANCE 

 

Ready to get started with the study abroad process? Just call 336.334.5404 to schedule an Options Appointment.  



The Chinese University of Hong Kong 

    

Quick Facts  

ǒ Location: Northern Hong Kong on the southern edge of 

Mainland China 

ǒ Weather: Warm and tropical during the fall with mild 

winters 

ǒ Population: 15,000 students 

ǒ Academics: Courses are offered in English, Mandarin 

and Cantonese. Most students and staff speak moderate 

to advanced English. 

ǒ Average Meal Cost: $3.00 

ǒ Transportation: Free on campus; doorstep access to the 

KCR (subway system for off-campus destinations).  

ǒ Athletics: CUHK has state of the art sports facilities that 

are sure to accommodate your active lifestyle. 

ǒ Currency: Hong Kong Dollar   

ǒ Academic Calendar: Exchange students are currently 

being considered for Spring semesters only (JanðMay). 

ǒ GPA Requirement: 3.0 minimum 

ǒ Website: www.cuhk.edu.hk/v5/en 

The Chinese 

University of 

Hong Kong Mainland China 

Border Crossing 

Famous Water-

front Area of 

Hong Kong 



 

UNCG offers exchange opportunities throughout much of the developed 
world, and when I was considering possible destinations, Hong Kong kept 
returning to the top of my list. There are numerous factors which might af-
fect your choice of exchange destinations, and I would like to share some of 
my considerations with you.  

Why Asia?  Itôs no secret that Asia is experiencing economic growth at pre-
viously unprecedented levels, fueled largely by foreign direct investment 
from developed nations. When the research and development company I 
worked for relocated to Singapore, the impact of off-shoring became a real-
ity for me. I spent a year in Singapore and upon returning to the US, I knew 
I had to make a decision. I could either jump on the ñTheyôre taking our 
jobs!ò bandwagon, or I could dedicate a few years of my life trying to under-
stand who ñtheyò are, and how I can benefit from their emerging economies. 

Why Hong Kong?  Located on the southern coast of China, Hong Kong is 
perfectly situated to act as a central hub for business and travel in Asia. For 
most of the industrial revolution and until the last decade, Hong Kong existed 
as a British colony. Although Hong Kong is now part of the Peopleôs Republic 
of China, it is treated as a Special Administrative Region (SAR) which affords 
it certain privileges not found in mainland China, such as freedom of press 
(blog with impunity!). I chose Hong Kong because it is an exciting and dy-
namic city, rich in diversity and perfectly positioned for affordable travel 
throughout southeast Asia. Because most of the population speaks English 
and is well educated, it is the perfect place to gain an appreciation of Chinese 
tradition without becoming too overwhelmed by culture shock.  

The cost benefit: Shopping, dining and entertainment prices in Hong 
Kong are comparable to those of any major US city; however, take a 20 min-
ute train ride north and all of that changes. Nowhere do you get more value 
per dollar than mainland China. Imagine enjoying a five -course meal in a 
proper restaurant for less than $2. Travel was a huge part of my agenda, and 
I loved being in an area where I could travel to so many amazing countries 
on a limited student budget.  

Where should you stay?  CUHK offers many housing options to exchange 
students. Where you choose to stay will definitely impact your experience in 
Hong Kong. I stayed in International House II, a 10 -story student dorm de-
signed for exchange students. Here, each floor is designed as a large apart-
ment, and every floor has a mixture of each 1/3 local, 1/3 mainland and 1/3 
students from other countries. When you register for your room, you can 
choose the preferred nationality of your roommates. Students wishing to 
maximize their exposure to local culture might prefer taking some of the 
other housing options, where you will stay with predominantly local stu-
dents. If your goal, like mine, is to gain exposure to people from a variety of 
cultural backgrounds, then the International House is definitely for you. The 
friendships you forge here will likely present opportunities for travel beyond 
the scope of your exchange studies. After my last semester ended, I spent the 
summer backpacking around Europe, visiting friends I made at CUHK.  

My biggest tip : Get involved in campus activities, keep an open mind, get 
out and explore the world, try the local foods and customs. Do this and you 
will have a remarkable, life-changing experience; I know I did.  

  -Steven Miller - On exchange during Fall 06 and Spring 07  

Steven received the Freeman ASIA Scholarship in the amount of $7,000 to 
help fund his studies abroad in Hong Kong.  

In Other Words:  
Essay From Former Exchange Student 



Beijing Normal University: China   

Quick Facts  

ǒ Location: BNU is located in the northwest quadrant of the city, 

just north of the old city walls in the ñHaidianò district: the site of 

several universities, imperial summer palaces and estates. This 

part of town is considered Beijingôs ñSilicon Valley.ò  

ǒ Weather: four seasons, with a temperate spring, rainy summer, 

clear autumn, and a cold, snowy winter. 

ǒ Population: more than 19,500, with 8,500 undergraduate and 

1,700 international students  

ǒ Academics: Most students study language and culture through 

the Chinese Language Center at BNU. Students with advanced 

language skills can choose from the full curriculum. 

ǒ Average Meal Cost: $1.50-3.00 

ǒ Transportation: With the subway about a ten-minute walk away, 

transportation to downtown and the eastern shopping and em-

bassy district is quite convenient. The bus stop is close as well. 

ǒ Housing: Students live in international student dorms. The 

newer dormitories seem hotel-like in both quality and amenities 

(e.g., daily cleaning service). Single or double rooms; many will 

have a private bathroom, a TV and air-conditioning.  

ǒ Sports: The US Olympic team trained on BNUôs campus, so 

there are several state-of-the-art sports facilities. 

ǒ Currency:  Chinese Yuan 

ǒ Website: http://www.bnu.edu.cn/eng/index.htm 

Mt. Everest: 

highest peak 

in the world  

Beijing Normal 

University  

Shanghai: 

Chinaôs most 

populous city 



 

 

As one of the first students to come to BNU I had little to base my ex-
pectations on other than a book my father gave me when I traveled here 
called Mr. China . I knew I was coming to one of the largest cities in the 
world and one of the best universities in China, but other than that I 
was excitedly clueless. Having traveled in China before I was not wor-
ried about culture shock and I was banking on my guinea pig status to 
help me through the rough adjustment parts.  

Classes: I took three intensive Chinese language classes: listening, 
conversation,  and reading. Each class was an hour and a half three 
times a week with a five minute break in the middle. You have the same 
students in every class so you really get to know them well and hang 
out. I somehow ended up class co-president and my partner had me 
help her set up a lunch with the whole class in a restaurant she knew. 
None of the classes are taught in English, so if you want to take courses 
related to your major, perhaps take them online with UNCG, but more 
than one would be too much since there's plenty of language homework 
to be done. 

Where do you stay? For accommodations I was picturing something 
like Mr. China , so my baseline was an AC unit and a hot shower. Once I 
got there, I was pleasantly surprised to learn that every day they clean 
the room, take out the trash, and do your bed. I lived in the Interna-
tional Student Dormitory No.2 and the rooms were almost like a hotel. 
The internet is as fast as back home but some American websites like 
Facebook and the Daily Show take a while to load. One of the great 
things about China is that space is used very efficiently. The building 
has a tiny convenience shop in the first floor so buying a little Nescafe 
can and some croissants on your way to class takes no time at all. Best 
of all the international student dorms are no farther than the length of 
UNCGôs College Avenue from where you have classes. 

After -school activities: Beijing has anything for anyone if you look 
hard enough. There are bars, parks, tourist sites, and malls to satisfy 
any urge you may have and a bus and subway system to get you there 
easily and cheaply. If you are brave and athletic you can buy a bicycle to 
get around even faster but only do this after you get the pace of the city. 
There is also an English corner where you can meet local Chinese who 
want to practice their English and can help you learn Chinese. Any time 
you are not doing homework there are plenty of people, movies, or 
events to keep you entertained. 

Travelling: Travel is extremely inexpensive. It's possible to have week-
end trips to Shanghai, Tianjing, Qingdao and several other cities. You 
can stay at hostels for less than twenty dollars a night and sometimes 
you can stay with friends that you meet in Beijing. The closest countries 
are Japan and Korea, so if you budget ahead, they are good destinations 
for visiting during the school breaks.  

- Sebastian Fernandez - On exchange during Fall 08 and Spring 09  

 

In Other Words:  
Essay From Former Exchange Student 



Yuan Ze University: Taiwan  

Quick Facts  

ǒ Location: Taoyuan on the northern part of the island of Taiwan, 

30 minutes from the Taiwan Taoyuan International Airport. 

ǒ Weather: Taiwan's climate is marine tropical. The Northern part 

of the island has a rainy season that lasts from January to late 

March during the southwest monsoon. Weather is hot and hu-

mid from June until September, while October to December are 

the most pleasant. 

ǒ Population: Yuan Ze has 31 graduate schools, 23 departments. 

The total student number is 9,191. 

ǒ Academics: Yuan Ze offers several courses in English in the 

areas of Engineering, Management and Informatics. Chinese 

languages are taught as well. 

ǒ Average Meal Cost: $2.00-3.00 

ǒ Transportation: Bus and train stations are a short ten-minute 

walk from campus. Transportation to the capital, Taipei, is un-

der $2.00. Scooters are also popular. 

ǒ Housing: International students are housed in student housing. 

Off-campus housing is also available. 

ǒ Sports: There are 10 sports clubs on campus, including Tae-

Kwan-Do, Judo, billiards, table tennis and roller skating. Kara-

oke is extremely popular in Taiwan, where it is known as KTV. 

ǒ Currency: New Taiwan Dollar 

ǒ Website: http://www.yzu.edu.tw/eng_2003/ 

Taipei: capital of 

Taiwan, nicknamed 

ñCity of Azaleasò 

Macau:  

Famous for 

its casinos 

Yuan Ze 

University  



University of Hyderabad: India  
 

University of 

Hyderabad 

New Delhi: Capital 

city known for its 

wide, tree-lined 

boulevards 

Kochi: Queen of 

the Arabian Sea 

Quick Facts  

ǒ Location: Outside the city of Hyderabad. With nearly 2,300 acres 

of land, the campus is the home of a variety of birds and contains 

lush green woods with beautiful lakes.  

ǒ Weather: Hyderabad has a tropical wet and dry climate. During  

the wet season the city can receive spells of rain that last for days. 

ǒ Population: 2,000 students 

ǒ Academics: Study India Program, an interdisciplinary program 

emphasizing heritage, continuity and change in India taught in 

English. Students are encouraged to take one language course.  

ǒ Average Meal Cost: $1.00-2.00 

ǒ Transportation: Free bus service from the campus to the down-

town area. There is also inexpensive public transportation to the 

downtown area, with a station located conveniently on campus.  

ǒ Housing: Dorms have single/double occupancy rooms with com-

mon bathrooms in every floor. Students pay UNCG tuition, fees, 

room & board and will receive housing and a meal stipend abroad. 

ǒ Sports: Sukoon is an annual cultural festival where students from 

colleges in Hyderabad participate. Annual sports competitions are 

held in various disciplines.  

ǒ Currency: Indian rupee 

ǒ Website: http://www.uohyd.ernet.in/ 



Seinan Gakuin University: Japan 

 

Quick Facts  

ǒ Location: Upscale area of Fukuoka on the southern 

island of Kyushu 

ǒ Weather: Very much like that of North Carolina, with 

slightly higher humidity 

ǒ Population: 8,000 students 

ǒ Academics: Many GEC and basic business courses 

are taught in English; however, an exchange student 

will find it helpful to complete a semester or two of 

Japanese language courses before studying in Japan. 

ǒ Average Meal Cost: $3.00 

ǒ Transportation: Campus is within easy walking dis-

tance to many interesting destinations and a highly 

efficient subway system provides access to remote 

destinations. 

ǒ Housing: Newly constructed I-house features private 

rooms and a great social environment. 

ǒ Sports: Baseball, soccer and other traditional Japa-

nese sports are offered by the university. 

ǒ Currency:  Japanese Yen 

ǒ Website: http://www.seinan-gu.ac.jp/eng/  

Seinan Gakuin 

University  

Tokyo: Most 

populous city in 

the world  

Kyushu Island: 

Famous for its 

hot springs 



 

 

When I arrived at Seinan Gakuin University, I was immediately im-
pressed by the hospitality of the local students. The youth of Japan 
are very open to people from foreign cultures and went out of their 
way to make me feel comfortable and as if I were at home. 

Why Japan? As a little girl growing up in Taiwan, I was fascinated 
by Japanese comic books and developed a strong desire to learn more 
about the Japanese culture. In middle school I began studying the 
Japanese language and continued this study into high school. I al-
ways knew that I would like to study abroad in Japan and the study 
abroad program at UNCG provided the perfect opportunity to further 
develop my understanding of this unique place. I highly recommend 
a full year of exchange studies and believe that it is necessary in order 
to gain a true appreciation and understanding of Japanese culture. 

Where do you live? What I really want to tell you about is the In-
ternational House! It is beautiful and I felt like I was staying in a 5 -
star hotel! The I -house  was built in 2004 and is the only housing op-
tion for international exchange students. You will quickly grow to 
love and appreciate this home away from home. Not only does every 
student get a private room, we get private restroom facilities as well! 
Oh, and did I mention that each room also has its own refrigerator? 
The real challenge here was finding an excuse to leave the room, and 
a magical sandy beach provided just such an excuse. 

About the city: Located in the most upscale district of Fukuoka 
City, Seinan Gakuin University provides easy access to a wealth of 
amenities including the luxurious waterfront district, a short twenty -
minute walk away. With a handful of local and fellow international 
students, I would often spend my evenings sitting on the beach, tak-
ing in the view and developing friendships, which I am certain will 
last a lifetime.  

Japan is widely considered one of the safest destinations for interna-
tional travelers, and whether I was alone or with friends, I never 
needed to worry when I was walking through this magical city. 
Steeped in a culture of respect for others, today's Japan is a model of 
civility that other countries would do well to adopt. I miss this home 
away from home, and I cannot wait for my next opportunity to visit 
this wonderful place.  

My biggest tip : The culture of  Japan is one of the most unique in 
the world, and it is very important to go into this environment with 
an open mind. Attending the intercultural orientation is a great way 
to jumpstart your experience. Also, may I recommend a day of pam-
pering at the hot springs in Beepu or Yufuin !  

   

 -Claire Yang -  On exchange during Fall 06 and Spring 07  

In Other Words:  
Essay From Former Exchange Student 



Nagoya University of Foreign Studies: Japan 

 

Quick Facts  

ǒ Location: In the Nisshin metro area of Nagoya in Central 

Japan. 

ǒ Weather: Very much like that of North Carolina, with 

slightly higher humidity 

ǒ Population: 3,500 Undergraduate Students 

ǒ Academics: Courses are offered in Japanese language 

and culture and meet GEC requirements for most stu-

dents. Students are required to complete JNS 204 prior 

to attending NUFS. 

ǒ Average Meal Cost: $7.00 

ǒ Transportation: Recommend picking up a bicycle for 

easy local transportation and Nagoya also features the 

ñBullet Trainsò for high speed travel to other cities. 

ǒ Housing: International student dormitory features private 

baths with shared kitchen areas. Housing fees paid in 

Japan. 

ǒ Sports: Tennis and basketball facilities near the I-house, 

with sports fields and small gym on campus. 

ǒ Currency:  Japanese Yen 

ǒ Website: http://www-e.nufs.ac.jp/ 

Nagoya University of 

Foreign Studies 

Tokyo: seat of the 

Japanese government  

Home of the 

1998 Olympic 

Winter Games 


