
SUMMARY OF SPEECH ΑCTS 

 Speech Act Mood Particle Greek  English  Neg. 

 STATEMENT  
   plain ind.   – γράφομεν we write οὐ 
    we do write 
    we are writing 

    potential opt. ἄν γράφοιμεν we may, perhaps, write οὐ 
    contrary- ind. ἄν ἐγράφομεν we would write but οὐ 

     to-fact  ἄν ἐγράψαμεν we would have written but οὐ 

 QUESTION 
    plain ind.   – (ἆρα) γράφομεν; are we writing? οὐ 

    do we write? 

    potential opt. ἄν (ἆρα) γράφοιμεν; would we, perhaps, write? οὐ 
    contrary- ind. ἄν (ἆρα) ἐγράφομεν; would we write if? οὐ 
      to-fact   ἄν (ἆρα) ἐγράψαμεν; would we have written if? οὐ 
    deliberative subj.   – (ἆρα) γράφωμεν; should we write? μή 

 COMMAND 
   direct imp.   – γράφε! write! μή 

    negative subj.   – μὴ γράψῃς! do not write! μή 
 imp.  μὴ γράφε! 

 EXHORTATION 
 subj.   – γράφωμεν! let us write! μή 

 WISH 
   hopeful opt. εἰ,  γράφοιμεν! we would (really) like to write! μή 
  εἰ γάρ,  
  εἴθε 

    hopeless ind. εἴθε � ἐγράφομεν! if only we might write μή 
  εἴθε � � ἐγράψαμεν! if only we had written μή 
 

 
 
* n.b.  same variations as under STATEMENT (above) 


