UNIVERSITY OF NORTH CAROLINA AT GREENSBORO
Department of Communication Sciences and Disorders (CSD)

CSD 250 CONCEPTS IN COMMUNICATION
Online course at UNCG
Syllabus and Course Calendar for Section 01
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Instructor: 		Denise Tucker, Ph.D., CCC-A (Audiology)
			Associate Professor and Director of Doctoral Study 
Email:			online via Blackboard email
Online office hours:  	Monday and Friday mornings. Email checked daily.
Course Description
This course is an introduction to basic concepts that are fundamental to human communication and is open to all freshman and sophomore students, especially those students who are interested in health service related professions.  This course will introduce you to concepts related to normal speech, language, and hearing across the life span and will also explore disorders of speech, language, and hearing in children and adults.  You will learn about the professions of speech-language pathology (SLP) and audiology (AuD, hearing) and two professional organizations in the USA that relate to these professions—the American Speech Language Hearing Association (ASHA) and the American Academy of Audiology (AAA). 
Objectives
The Standards listed below reflect some of the knowledge and skills that the American Speech-Language-Hearing Association has outlined for those engaged in communication disorders professions.  I will assume that only some of you will want to enter those professions.   By the end of the course, you should be able to: 
A. Describe the normal process of speech, language and hearing in the normal person in any culture. (ASHA Standard III-C) 
B. Understand how human communication, including speech, language and hearing, changes throughout the lifespan. (ASHA Standard III-B) 
C. Explain the many varieties of normal communication through observation of children and adults in your family or community in their everyday surroundings.  (ASHA Standard III-A) 
D. Self-evaluate your own communication strengths and challenges in a formal communication skills evaluation process.  (ASHA Standard III-D) 
E. Demonstrate your knowledge of (a) prevention of a communication disorder or (b) a population at risk by creating information to share with the class.  (ASHA Standard III-D) 
Required Texts
Silverman, F. H. & Miller, L. M. (2006). Introduction to Communication Sciences and Disorders.  Eau Claire, Wisconsin:  Thinking Publications.

Note to students:  This book comes with a CD containing audio and video clips of normal and disordered communication.  There are also study guides for each chapter and tools for use in learning the vocabulary words in the chapters.  You may be required to listen to many of the audio and video clips this semester.  I will indicate in each unit when you are to do that. 
General Description of Course Activities
How does an online class work?
For many of you, this is probably your first online course.  The course is broken up into units, lessons, and assignments.  Each week you will have a lesson to complete and most often an online assignment. I will email you on Monday mornings about your week’s assignment and then will check in on Wednesday and Friday.  The week’s assignment is typically due the following Monday at 9:00 AM. Most of the assignments take the form on a POST to a discussion board. This is like posting to a blog.  These discussion forums will be graded each week. There will be two closed book exams, and you will be on the honor system in taking those tests.  Discussion board posts: 70 points total, 10 points each.
Speaking of blogs, there is a major creative project with this course that involves you picking a topic related to human communication and building a blog on that topic. The blog is your “creative project” for this course.
Here is the Fall 2010 course calendar with lesson and discussion board due dates:
	Lesson
Week
	Topic
	Discussion Board and Due Date

	1
Aug 22
	Overview and Terminology
	DB 1: Who has a problem? Due August 29th

	2
Aug 29
	Finding information on CSD
	Online Jackson Library tour. Be sure to explore Pub Med and Comm Dis Dome

	3
Sept 5 &
Sept 12th
	Normal Speech. There is a lot of material in this lesson, 3 book chapters, so we will spend two weeks on this lesson!
	DB 2: Is your voice normal? Due Sept 19th

	4 
Sept 19th
	Normal Language
	No DB with this lesson

	5
Sept 26th
	Hearing
	No DB with this lesson

	Exam
Oct 3-7
	Midterm exam on Unit 1! 
	Online exams are due Friday October 7th at 5:00 PM.

	Fall Break
	No class Oct 10 and 11
	

	6
Oct 12 &
Oct 17
	Speech Disorders!
	DB 3: Speech Disorders
Due Oct 24th

	7
Oct 24th
	This lesson has two parts and we will cover both parts in one week. However, DBs will be spread over two weeks
Part A: language disorders in kids
Part B: language disorders in adults
	DB 4: “What id you find to help a family?” Due October 31st

	8
Oct 31st
	Hearing Disorders
	No DB on hearing disorders
DB 5 :”Why did you find to help a spouse/adult child/friend” from Lesson 7B is due Nov 7th

	9
Nov 7
	Career in CSD
	No DB with this lesson

	10 
Nov 14
	Other related careers
	DB 6: Careers in CSD
Due Nov 21st

	11 
Nov 21st
	Helping others with communication Disorders
	DB 7: “What’s my type?” Due Dec 5th

	Final Exam
Dec 5-9
	Online final exam on Units 2 and 3
	Online exams are due Friday Dec 9th at NOON!

	
	For blog deadlines, see blog calendar!
	



How do I access the online course?
When you go into the Blackboard (BB) area for CSD 250, you will see a regular blackboard screen. The discussion boards, online exams, and email can be accessed through this site like any other BB class. To access the online course materials, click on “Learning Area” on the left panel on your screen. This will divert your computer to the distance learning course.  The Introduction, blog, and 3 units of study should then appear on your computer screen.
Personal Communication:
One way we can get to know each other better is to share something about ourselves. I will post a personal communication discussion board where you can tell us about yourself. 30 points
Reading and video assignments:
Unlike a live course where the majority of the material is covered through lecture, you will learn materials in this online course through reading in your textbook, through online video clips, and reading materials found online through weblinks.  This online course was developed several years ago by Dr. Celia Hooper (Dean, School of HHP, and SLP!). When the course was being developed, Dr. Hooper had her live version of the class videotaped. So, throughout the course, you will see videoclips of Dr. Hooper teaching in her class. Don’t get confused! In Fall 2010, there are two sections of CSD 250. Dr. Tucker is teaching section 1 and Dr. Hooper is teaching section 2, but both sections will see the videoclips of Dr. Hooper. 
 There are several lessons where you will be asked to go view professional websites related to our lesson. You will also go through a library tour so that you will become familiar with CSD professional journals and journal articles. You will access those journal articles for building your blog.
No class business posts: When this course was created, students had to post 3 business posts. For Fall 2010, section 1, you do not have to do this. I have instead put more points into the creative project.
Creative project:  Building a Blog on an CSD topic of your choice!
Choosing your topic. For this project, students will select a topic related to communication sciences and disorders. You are encouraged to be creative and use your sense of humor!  You will build your blog on BLOGSPOT and link it to this course. Instructions on how to create your blog and link it to the course are found online in the learning area.
NOTE: YOU must link your BLOG to the CSD 250 course in order for me to access and GRADE it! Also, other students will be required to view, comment, and review your blog.  If you have problems, email our DCL support person (you can see them listed in the BB email section for this course.) Also, if you make a mistake, be sure to use the same name and address for your blog. In the past, I’ve had problems with students making 3 or 4 blogs and linking all of them to the course. If you do this, YOU are responsible to deleting the duplicated blogs.  I WILL NOT GRADE YOUR BLOG IF THERE ARE DUPLICATES APPEARING ON THE BB LIST!!! 
· The information must be evidence based. That means, you can’t make it up!  You must have at least THREE high quality references for your topic, at least ONE of which MUST be a journal article from a CSD journal. Not to worry…we are going to learn how to do a literature search if you have never completed one.  
· The blog reader must be able to absorb/read/enjoy your information in 10 minutes max.  I will be very strict this to make sure we have a level playing field.  

· Your project must have a name, such as: “Smoking Prevention Programs to Help Prevent Cancer of the Larynx.”; “Why African American Women are at Risk for Aphasia, the Language Disorder After Stroke.”; “How do IPODS damage hearing in kids?”  

· You will post 3  learning objectives to summarize your blog.  What is a learning objective?  Tell the reader 3 things you want them to learn from reading your blog.

Blog sections and due dates:  The blog is a major portion of this class and is worth 200 points!  I expect quality work on this project. So, make it awesome!
	Blog Section
	Due date
	Points

	Blog creation and title posted. Link blog to class BB site. Be sure to take some time and explore using various blog backgrounds. I give points for creativity!
	Sept 12th
	40

	3 websites: Explore the internet and select three good informational websites on your topic. Write three paragraph reviews, one for each website. INSERT THE LINK for each website so that I and other students can easily view it.
	Oct 3rd
	60

	2 professional journal article reviews: After completing the online Jackson Library tour (lesson 2), you are ready to use online professional search engines to locate professional articles on your blog topic. A “peer-reviewed” journal article has been read and approved by 2-3 professionals and is found in a professional journal. You will search places like “Pub Med” and “Comm Dis Dome” search engines to locate 2 professional journal articles on your blog topic. You are then to write/blog two review paragraphs, one for each article. POST THE CITATION for each article (name of authors, name of journal, journal year, volume, page numbers.
	Nov 14th
	50

	Blog pictures! Now that you have written the content, you need to add the “bling”, the pop! You do this by adding pictures, charts, tables, you tube videos, color, whatever!!! Make your blog visually strong and beautiful!
	Nov  28th
	35

	Blog summary and learning objectives:
You are to write a short introductory/summary paragraph and post it to your blog. Add 3 learning objectives. I want them bulleted so I and other readers can easily see them. What three things do you want your reader to learn from reading your blog?
	Dec 2nd at 
5:00 PM
	15


Tests and/or self-tests
Exams:  There will be two exams this semester, a midterm exam (unit 2) and a final exam (units 2 and 3). 
Extra credit:  You can receive up to five extra credit points on your final grade by taking the Syllabus Test the first week of class!  This very easy test just requires that you read EVERYTHING before the first unit.  This test will be available for ONE week only!
How Graded: Questions on grades must be received within 24 hours of taking a test, posting a discussion board, or posting of final grades.


Your performance, the points:
	Exam One 
	100

	Exam Two
	100

	
	

	Class participation, discussion forum
	70

	Personal Communication Description 
	30

	Creative Project
	200

	Total points
	500


Points and Grades:
	485-500 
	A+

	465-484
	A

	450-464
	A-

	435-449
	B+

	420-434
	B

	400-419
	B-

	385-399
	C+

	370-384
	C

	350-369
	C-

	335-349
	D+

	320-334
	D

	300-319
	D-

	299 and below
	F


 Academic Integrity policy: You are to read and adhere to the UNCG Academic Integrity Policy http: saf.dept.uncg.edu/conduct/policies/academic.integrity.html.
If you have any learning differences, please contact me via BB email for accommodations.
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