UNCG Classes Combine
Their Efforts to Foster Respect
and Understanding

After spending half a semester studying in the classroom, students
taking two different courses offered through the communication
department joined together to apply what they have learned by offering
an evening of multicultural activities at the Southwest branch of the
Greensboro Public Library.

The bilingual event, which featured Japanese cufture, was designed
to advance multicultural education and appreciation of diversity. The
family event took place on April 7 at the Southwestern Library branch.

The evening started with UNCG students, currently enrolled ina
storytelling course, telling a traditional Japanese folkiale in both English
and Spanish. Students enrolled in a second course, Communicating
Comman Ground: Diversity and Dialogue, followed by leading the audi-
ence through learning activities in origami and the use of chopsticks.

Both communication courses are involved in a national movement
called Communicating Common Ground (CCG). The national move-
ment is a cooperative project initiated several years ago by the National
Communication Association (NCA), the Southern Poverty Law Center
(SPLC), the American Association for Higher Education (AAHE), and
Campus Compact (CC). The movement has already spawned more than
50 partnerships across the nation. Each local partnership, under the
direction of a faculty member, engages communication college students
and faculty with K-12 teachers and students or youth from community
groups in learning activities designed to advance multicuftural educa-
tion, appreciation of diversity, and the creation of communities in which
hate, hate speech, and hate crimes do not exist.

« Additional information about the Communicating Common
Ground: Diversity and Dialogue course (taught by Dr. Chris Poulos) can
be obtained electronically at: httpz/www.uncg.edwestienp460syl. html

* Photos from the storytelling and additional information about the
Storyielling Project at UNCG along with the storytelling course (taught
by Kim Cuny) can be obtained electronically at: hftoi/www.uncg.edu’
cstistory




