MBA 610.12

PRIVATE 
Advanced Business Statistics, Fall 2003

1. Course Objective:  To introduce you to linear regression and related statistical techniques; to show you how to implement these techniques using Microsoft Excel and to interpret their results.

2. Vital Data:

Instructor:  Andrew C. Brod


Office:  460 Bryan Building, phone 334‑4867, e-mail AndrewBrod@uncg.edu


Office hours:  5:00-6:00 Wednesdays, or by appointment


Class room:  Meet each week in Bryan 221 lab


Class website:  www.uncg.edu/eco/brod/mba610

3. Course Materials:  (1) Statistics for Management and Economics (customized excerpt), by Keller and Warrack, 5th ed., 2000; (2) Learning Business Statistics with Microsoft Excel 2002, by Neufeld, 2002; (3) Additional materials distributed via the class website.

4. Grading:  I will assess your course grade according to the following:  a mid-term exam worth 33.3% of your course score, and a final exam worth 66.7%.  The exams will be conducted in the computer lab in Bryan 221.  The cut-off scores are 87.5 points for an A grade, 75 for a B, and 50 for a C.  However, I reserve the right to award, at my discretion, a letter grade above that indicated by a student’s numerical score if that student has improved significantly and worked hard throughout the course.

5. Weekly Schedule:  Be sure to bring your textbooks and a floppy disk to each class.

	Meeting
	MBA 610.12
	Activity

	1
	Oct. 15
	Review MBA 600, Chap. 17 of K&W, Chap. 12 of Neufeld

	2
	Oct. 22
	

	3
	Oct. 29
	Practice Quiz (ungraded)

	4
	Nov. 5
	Mid-term Exam

	5
	Nov. 12
	

	6
	Nov. 19
	

	7
	Dec. 3
	Last class meeting

	8
	Dec. 10
	Final Exam (7-10 p.m. instead of regular class period)


6. Brief Course Outline:

Topic 1:  Review of Statistical Models


Topic 2:  Simple Regression (Chap. 17 in K&W, Chap. 12 in Neufeld)


Topic 3:  Multiple Regression (Chaps. 18-19 in K&W, Neufeld’s unpublished chapter on class website)


Topic 4:  Time-Series Extensions of Regression Analysis (...if there’s time)

7. Mid-Term Exam Policy:  The exam will take about 45 minutes and will be closed-book, with the following exceptions:  (1) you will be allowed to refer to notes on one 8½(11 sheet of paper during the exam; and (2) you will have Microsoft Excel at your disposal.

There will be no make-up if you miss this exam.  If you miss the mid-term for any reason whatsoever, the grade weight will be added to that of your final exam.  Obviously, with only a mid-term and a final, missing the mid-term would mean that your final would be worth 100% of your grade.

8. Final Exam Policy:  The final, which will cover all material in the course, will be a closed-book exam, with the same exceptions as above.

If you miss the final, you must notify me in writing as soon as possible, providing an explanation of why you missed it.  You should include evidence of your claim, such as a receipt from the tow​ing service, a note from Academic Advising, or a note from your physician.  If I deem your explanation to be legitimate and timely, I will allow you to take a make-up final.  If you miss the final without a legitimate excuse, you will receive a zero grade.

If you know ahead of time of a conflict, tell me about it in writing.  If your request is reasonable and you get it to me by the last regular class meeting (that’s Dec. 3!), I’ll arrange a make-up final exam.

Warning:  Most job-related excuses will not be deemed acceptable.

9. Class Attendance:  Regular class attendance is the best way to ensure steady and productive learning.  This is especially true when class meets only seven times before the final exam!  Missing even one class could be trouble, and if you have to miss two classes, you should seriously consider dropping the course and trying again when you are better able to make an eight-week commitment (think of this course as a short marriage!).  In spite of all this, attendance is your decision:  I will not take and record your attendance.

10. Honor Code:  All students are expected to know and abide by the UNCG Academic Honor Code. Violations of the Honor Code will be penalized.

11. Bad-Weather Policy:  Neither classes nor exams will be cancelled unless the University is officially closed.  In case of bad weather, listen for a cancellation announcement on radio or TV.  If the mid-term exam is scheduled for an evening the University closes, it will be resched​uled for the next class meeting (if this happens, I will post a notice to this effect on the class website).

12. Computer Competency:  I will assume that you have acquired the basic skills covered in MBA 600.  In particular, this means that you should be familiar with UNCG’s network and with Microsoft Excel, and to be able to perform simple computing tasks like editing files.  You will need to be sufficiently familiar with web browsers to obtain data, examples, and exams from the class website.  For technical reasons, Netscape will work better for our in-class purposes than Internet Explorer.






