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Course Syllabus 
 

1. Course Prefix and Number: ELC 688 
 

2. Course Title: Nurture and Authority 
 

3. Credits: 3 
 

4. Course Prerequisites/Corequisites: Graduate Standing 
 

5. For Whom Planned: Elective course in the Masters of School 
Administration, the Ed.S. and Ed.D. in Educational Leadership, the Ph.D. 
in Cultural Foundations, and other departments in the school of education.  

 
6. Instructor Information: Dr. Kathleen Casey   

                    caseycaseyink@aol.com (Recommended) 
          243 Curry Building 
         (336) 334-3461 
 

7. Course Purpose / Catalog Descripiton: Changing patterns of nurture and 
authority in American families. Race, gender and class in relationship to 
nurture and authority. Welfare and warfare functions of government. 
Implications for schooling.  

 
8. Teachers Academy Conceptual Framework Mission Statement: The 

mission of professional education at UNCG is to prepare and support the 
professional development of caring, collaborative, and competent 
educators who work in diverse settings. This mission is carried out in an 
environment that nurtures the active engagement of all participants, values 
individual as well as cultural diversity and recognizes the importance of 
reflection and integration of theory and practice. UNCG’s professional 
education programs are guided by shared commitments to: (a) equity and 
excellence in teaching, research, and service; (b) professional integrity and 
ethical deliberation in dealing with students can colleagues (university-
based, school-based, and community-based); (c) the construction of a 
professional knowledge base through collaboration and collegiality; and 
(d) the dissemination of professional knowledge, skills and dispositions 
through the preparation and continuing professional development of 
teachers, principals and other school personnel.  

 



9. Course Goals and/or Objectives/Student Learning Outcomes: The 
student will be able to: (1) recognize problems surrounding the meaning of 
nurture (as an attribute typically associated with women); (2) comprehend 
problems surrounding the meaning of authority (as a quality regularly 
attributed to men); (3) analyze historical documentaries and contemporary 
novels from the second half of the 20th century; and (4) survey and critique 
various versions of nurture and authority.   

 
10. Teaching Strategies: Instructional strategies used for this course will 

include, but may not be limited to, lecture, class discussion, and integrated 
multimedia. 

 
11. Evaluation Methods and Guidelines for Assignments: 

 
- Regular attendance and conscientious participation based on course 

readings is essential. You are expected to hand in summaries (4-5 
pages) on the assigned dates to be applied to the components of the 
topical outline.  

 
- All papers must be typed, double-spaced, with conventional margins. 

Do not shrink the print smaller than what is on this page (13-point). 
A staple in the upper left hand corner is the cheapest form of 
presentation, and the one which is easiest for me to handle. 

 
- Students wishing to receive an A in the course must, as a minimum, 

attend all class meetings, participate in all class discussions, and 
hand in all assignments on time. Please also remember that a grade 
of A is for exceptional work.  

 
 

12. Required Text(s)/Readings/References: 
(Available at Addams Bookstore on Tate Street) 

 
King, Laurie R. (1996). With Child. New York: Bantam Books. 
 
Maron, Margaret. (1994). Southern Discomfort. New York. Mysterious Press. 
 
Morrison, Toni. (1987). Beloved. New York. New American Library. 
 
Mosley, Walter. (1998). Always Outnumbered, Always Outgunned. W.W. Norton. 
  

13. Topical Outline: 
 

- Film & Discussion: No Easy Walk 
 
- Film & Discussion: Given a Chance 



 
- Film & Discussion: Take Over 

 
- Read/Write: Beloved 

 
- Read/Write: Always Outnumbered, Always Outgunned 

 
- Film & Discussion: Remember My Lai 

 
- Film & Discussion: The War at Home 

 
- Film & Discussion: The Times of Harvey Milk 

 
- Read/Write: With Child 

 
- Film & Discussion: In Service to America 

 
- Film & Discussion: Spirit and Nature 

 
- Film & Discussion: My Brother’s Keeper 

 
- Film & Discussion: Resurgence 

 
- Read/Write: Southern Discomfort 

 
14. Other Information: All students at UNCG, graduate and undergraduate, are 
responsible for observing all federal, state, and local laws as well as the 
regulations of The University. The University has developed policies relating to 
certain kinds of behavior and circumstances, some of which are of particular 
interest or significance to graduate students. Judicial policies related to student 
conduct and full statements of the following policies may be found at 
studentconduct.uncg.edu. 
 

- Academic Integrity Policy  
- Drug Policy and Operational Procedures  
- Copyright Compliance Policy  
- Discriminatory Conduct  
- Sexual Harassment  
- Public Safety (including motor vehicle registration and parking 

regulation)  
- Student Records (academic and nonacademic) 

 
 


