University of North Carolina at Greensboro
Unit: School of Education

Dept: Educational Leadership and Cultural Foundations

Course Syllabus

1. Course Prefix and Number: ELC 688

2. Course Title: Violence in Schools and Society
3. Credits: 3

4. Course Prerequisites/Corequisites: Graduate Standing

5. For Whom Planned: Elective course in the Masters of School Administration, the Ed.S. and Ed.D. in Educational Leadership, the Ph.D. in Cultural Foundations, and other departments in the school of education. 

6. Instructor Information: Dr. Kathleen Casey  

                    caseycaseyink@aol.com (Recommended)

         243 Curry Building


        (336) 334-3461
7. Course Purpose / Catalog Descripiton:   
Interrogation of taken-for-granted beliefs about “violence” in order to re-conceptualize the current predicament and generate new initiatives. 
8. Teachers Academy Conceptual Framework Mission Statement: The mission of professional education at UNCG is to prepare and support the professional development of caring, collaborative, and competent educators who work in diverse settings. This mission is carried out in an environment that nurtures the active engagement of all participants, values individual as well as cultural diversity and recognizes the importance of reflection and integration of theory and practice. UNCG’s professional education programs are guided by shared commitments to: (a) equity and excellence in teaching, research, and service; (b) professional integrity and ethical deliberation in dealing with students can colleagues (university-based, school-based, and community-based); (c) the construction of a professional knowledge base through collaboration and collegiality; and (d) the dissemination of professional knowledge, skills and dispositions through the preparation and continuing professional development of teachers, principals and other school personnel. 

9. Course Goals and/or Objectives/Student Learning Outcomes: The student will be able to: (1) distinguish among competing theories of violence; (2) understand international conflicts; (3) consider the significance of historic contexts; (4) recognize perceptions of violence in schools; and (5) implement a moral curriculum.  
10. Teaching Strategies: Instructional strategies used for this course will include, but may not be limited to, lecture, class discussion, and integrated multimedia.
11. Evaluation Methods and Guidelines for Assignments:
· Regular attendance and conscientious participation based on course readings is essential. You are expected to hand in summaries (4-5 pages) on the assigned dates to be applied to the components of the topical outline. 

· All papers must be typed, double-spaced, with conventional margins. Do not shrink the print smaller than what is on this page (13-point). A staple in the upper left hand corner is the cheapest form of presentation, and the one which is easiest for me to handle.

· Students wishing to receive an A in the course must, as a minimum, attend all class meetings, participate in all class discussions, and hand in all assignments on time. Please also remember that a grade of A is for exceptional work. 
COUSE SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS
· Take careful notes on all your reading assignments. How does the author define violence? What kind of arguments does the author make about the nature of violence? What kinds of metaphors does the author use? Who does the author think is “guilty,” who “innocent” of violence? According to the author, under what historical circumstances does violence increase or decrease?
· Reading reports must be handed in on the date listed on the syllabus. The main purpose of the reports is to ensure your thoughtful reading of the material. Writing reports will also help you to distinguish among the various theories of violence embedded in the readings, and to clarify and develop your own ideas.
· You should begin by looking at how the author describes violence (Who? What? Where? When? Why?). Think about what elements the author includes/excludes in this explanation as compared with your own and others’ interpretations. Consider the author’s tone: what is the author’s attitude towards the subject? 
· When more than one theory is presented, you may want to use a format of contrasting columns. You need to show that you have done the reading, and have searched for the structure of the argument.
· The length of the report will depend on the length of the readings. Reports on whole books should consist of five (5) key quotations from throughout the book, and explanations of these quotations, making your report at least six (6) pages long. The “glue” of the review is the author’s argument.
12. Required Text(s)/Readings/References:
Canada, Geoffrey. (1995). Fist, Stick, Knife, Gun: A Personal History of Violence in 

America. Boston: Beacon Press.

Devine, John. 1996. Maximum Security: The Culture of Violence in Inner-city 


Schools. Chicago: University of Chicago Press.

Epp, Juanita Ross and Alisa Watkinson, eds. 1996. Systematic Violence: How Schools

Hurt Children. Washington DC: Falmer Press.

Pepinsky, Harold. 1991. The Geometry of Violence and Democracy. Bloomington:


Indiana University Press.

13. Additional Readings/References:
Dugger, Celia. 1994. Boy in Search of Respect Discovers How to Kill: Children 


Encircled by Violence Struggle Just to Survive. The New York Times (May 15): 


1, 17.

Evans, Paul. 1998. Cops, Crime and Clergy. Newsweek (June 1): 25. 

Fineman, Howard. 1998. The Gospel of St. John. Newsweek (June 1): 29.

Gladwell, Malcolm. 1996. The Tipping Point. The New Yorker (June 5): 32-38.

Hasselbach, Ingo and Tom Reiss. 1996. How Nazis Are Made. The New Yorker 


(January 8). 36-48; 50-57. 

Hedges, Chris. 2002. War is a Force That Gives Us Meaning. Public Affairs. New York.
King, Patricia and Andrew Murr. 1998. A Son Who Spun Out of Control. Newsweek

(June 1): 32-33.

LeBlanc, Adrian Nicole. 1994. Gang Girl: The Making of a Street Feminist. The New 


York Times Magazine (August 14): 26-33, 46, 49, 53.

Leland, John. 1998. Savior of the Streets. Newsweek (June 1): 20-25. 

Rosen, Jeffrey. 1997. The Social Police. The New Yorker (October 20 & 27): 170-181.

Rosenbaum, Ron. 1995. A Reporter at Large: Explaining Hitler. The New Yorker
            (May 1): 50-70.

Rosenbaum, Ron. 1995. Staring into the Heart of Darkness. The New York Times

            Magazine (June 4): 68-77.

Samuels, Allison, David Gordon, and Steve Rhodes. 1998. The Lord’s Foot Soldier. 

            Newsweek (June 1): 26-29.

Woodward, Kenneth. 1998. The New Holy War. Newsweek (June 1): 26-29. 

14. Topical Outline:
· Film & Discussion: What Can We Do About Violence #1 (Moyers)

Read/Write: Boy in Search of Respect Discovers How to Kill: Children Encircled by Violence Struggle Just to Survive (Dugger)

Read/Write: A Son Who Spun Out of Control (King & Murr)

· Film & Discussion: What Can We Do About Violence #2 (Moyers)

Read/Write: Gang Girl: The Making of a Street Feminist (LeBlanc)
· Film & Discussion: What Can We Do About Violence #3 (Moyers)
Read/Write: The Tipping Point (Gladwell)
Read/Write: The Social Police (Rosen)
· Film & Discussion: What Can We Do About Violence #4 (Moyers)
Read/Write: Starting Into the Heart of Darkness (Rosenbaum) 
· Film & Discussion: Chaos and Consent
Read/ Write: A Reporter at Large (Rosenbaum)
· Film & Discussion: Remember My Lai
Read/Write: How Nazis are Made (Hasselbach & Reiss)
· Film & Discussion: Weapons of the Spirit
-    Read/Write: Savior of the Streets (Leland)
Read/Write: Cops, Crime and Clergy (Evans)

Read/Write: The Gospel of St. John (Fineman)

Read/Write: The Lord’s Foot Soldiers (Samuels, Gordon & Rhodes)

Read/Write: The New Holy War (Woodward)

    - 
Read/Write: Systemic Violence: How Schools Hurt Children (Epp & Watkinson)

    - 
Read/Write: Maximum Security: The Culture of Violence in Inner-city Schools (Devine)

    - 
Film & Discussion: Fighting Back
    - 
Film & Discussion: Keys to the Kingdom
    - 
Read/Write: Fist, Stick, Knife, Gun: A Personal History of Violence (Canada)

    - 
Film & Discussion: Circle of Recovery
    - 
Read/Write: The Geometry of Violence and Democracy (Pepinsky)

14. Other Information: All students at UNCG, graduate and undergraduate, are responsible for observing all federal, state, and local laws as well as the regulations of The University. The University has developed policies relating to certain kinds of behavior and circumstances, some of which are of particular interest or significance to graduate students. Judicial policies related to student conduct and full statements of the following policies may be found at studentconduct.uncg.edu.

· Academic Integrity Policy 
· Drug Policy and Operational Procedures 
· Copyright Compliance Policy 
· Discriminatory Conduct 
· Sexual Harassment 
· Public Safety (including motor vehicle registration and parking regulation) 
· Student Records (academic and nonacademic)
