ELC 381 The Institution of Education



spring 2003      thursdays 12:30- 3:20 pm



Dr. Leila E. Villaverde

email: levillav@uncg.edu





ph: 334. 3475   fax: 334. 4737

office: 246 Curry Bldg





hours: by appointment

required texts:  

Shapiro, S., H. and Harden, S., B. (2003). The Institution of Education. (4thrd ed). MA: Simon & Schuster Custom Publishing

Bigelow, B., Christensen, L., Karp, S., Miner, B. and Peterson, B. (eds.). (1995).  Rethinking our classrooms: teaching for equity and justice. wi: rethinking schools.

course description:

This course will help you to see education as an institution, as a system governed by particular values, beliefs, and power hierarchies.  We will investigate how societal beliefs and events become dominant and influence what is studied in schools, how schools are organized/structured, how both students and teachers are treated/ positioned.  Looking at education and schooling as an institution allows us to see how schooling may not provide the economic, cognitive or emotional betterment it promises.  These analytical and historical lenses raise important questions about intelligence, tracking, evaluation, success, failure, resources and access.  They help us to understand the explicit, implicit, and null curriculum.  In addition curriculum/knowledge is explored through such social factors as gender, social class, culture, race, ethnicity, language, and religion (to name a few).  The course explores the position/ purpose of schooling in American society as well as other sites for learning/ education (tv, music, art, clothes, stores, relationships, etc).  You are encouraged to bring in any artifact (music, video, magazine, product, etc) that helps illustrate your thinking or connection to the readings or discussions. Let me know in advance what it is and what equipment you need if any.

One principal goal of this course is to promote a critical understanding of one’s self as a social being in order to better comprehend the how and why that shape dominant perspectives on political opinions, socioeconomic class roles, religious beliefs, gender roles, and racial self-image.  In order to do this we will utilize the methods of inquiry from sociology, philosophy, psychology, history, and cultural analysis.  As educators theorizing/ thinking/ analyzing and translating into practice are crucial skills and ways of knowing.  Your input and experiences are equally important since these are the filters through which to interpret and further develop your teaching identity. So in this class it is necessary to be present, prepared, and active (in participation) as you are responsible for your own learning.  Nevertheless, the quality of the learning process is the responsibility of all involved in this course.  Please be respectful of others ideas, as well as when you challenge each other's ideas.  Engage in an atmosphere that is conducive to dialogue. 

Also think about the following questions as you go through the course: How was your consciousness constructed in terms of learning? When did it take place? How successful were you? Why?  What or who may be privileged at the expense of others in school? What else is being taught, how, where? Does curriculum take social issues into
 account in its compilation of knowledge, competencies, and experiences? Does curriculum limit itself to the classroom? Does curriculum and its practice promote democracy or reify power relations in society? What is the purpose and effectiveness of standards and its exams in the practice of curriculum? How can you address these issues in broader terms? How are these issues managed, exercised, challenged, instituted at the classroom level?  Where is change made, where is it more viable, permanent? What does it depend on? ...Look further into the obvious and take risks to imagine and enact transformational pedagogical moments. 

Be prepared to think and rethink, question, and challenge, even what is most common or second nature.  Most importantly maximize the opportunities that arise to implement and expand the ways in which we use education to produce change.

Assignments:

*all assignments must be typed. please use APA style for any type of documentation, always exhibit the utmost degree of professionalism, and uphold the academic integrity policy set forth by the university.

participation and presentation (20 points):  your participation is a given. It is imperative that you come to class ready to discuss the readings as they relate to your experiences and future practice as a teacher. Your input is crucial to all of our understanding of the material presented. Read each article carefully, reflect, critically analyze and question what it means, how you relate to it or not. 

In addition to your everyday participation, you will be responsible for presenting/ starting discussion on one article of the assigned readings. Don't summarize the reading! Take a stand, express your opinion, deconstruct what is being said based on what you already know and don't or are struggling with. Make the class question the points raised in the article, instigate thought-provoking discussion based on what you thought were the main ideas of the article. This is not a formal presentation but a way to get every single member of the class to voice their opinion. Be concise and to the point. Feel free to bring in any artifact (magazine, music, book, article, video, commercial, movie, etc) to illustrate your points. 


 

due 3.6

critical inquiry paper (40 points, 5 - 7 pages): in this paper you will discuss your researched opinion on the nature and aims of education based on at least two of the authors listed in the schedule (see readings for feb 20 ). You must do further research, critically analyze, and cross reference at least two of the authors suggested. Think about their intentions, how their ideas were implemented, how useful they were, for whom?  Contextualize the ideas in the time period they originated and their application today. How can/ should they be modified. Think deeply about what you think the nature of education is. What does it do? Separate this from what it should do or what the ideal might be. Take a hard look at what the school system is, how does it operate? How do students move through it? How do teachers? Is this conducive to learning? Why or why not? What is missing or left out? Who succeeds? Why? What is studied, required, and elective? How are students grouped? What is the role of the teacher? Compare and contrast your ideas to the authors’ ideas on education. Remember you have a lot of experience with the school system, don't forget to use your own reflections of your experiences. Offer your pedagogical opinions and cite class readings and any other outside readings.

On february 20th as a class we will discuss and review each of the possible readings. From this discussion, your own research, and analysis you will draft your critical analysis paper. You are to bring this draft to the next class session, february 27th where you will exchange your work with a classmate for peer review and suggestions. During this process you not only have additional time with your ideas and an outside reader to proof your work, but in discussing and explaining your work and your partner his or hers you are exposed to multiple interpretations of the readings and intentions for education. You are to then take the suggestions, edit your work, and turn in the final draft on march 6th.

due 5.1 

photo-essay (40 points, 10 pages text + image): for this project you will combine text and image (self-taken photographs which may be altered, i.e. collage, mixed media) in a way that constructs a narrative /commentary on and is evidence of the institution of education. This narrative is a  critical synthesis of your thoughts and the readings/discussions during the course.  Take a stand, make a statement about what you have discovered this semester, how you see the system of schooling. How, where is learning experienced? How do you see yourself in this system? What is your role? What is seen through your eyes? How do you think your students will see you? Reverse the gaze. Use metaphors, allegories, satire, and/ or editorial styles to get your point across. Use all of your creativity and imagination, search for it (if you've misplaced it!). The content is open, but just because the parameters for this project are such, does not mean you don't have to research, plan, and carefully think about its composition and message.  The rigor is the same, if not more since you might not be comfortable with this medium.  Take this seriously, do not turn in sloppy or unfinished work. What you turn in is a representation of who you are.  Pay close attention to how you present visual and textual data to inform/ alter/ question viewer's attitudes.  Maintain a balance between image and text. In addition to the photos you can add other relevant images or visual data. Expose, juxtapose, express ideas and opinions, don't hold back, share your passions. Research your statement or commentary in order to expand, complicate, and ground your argument. The sky is the limit on possible themes within the institution of education, keep your eyes open through the semester, record the times that you experience the institution of education or learning being institutionalized. When you are ready start photographing these and then select your images for the photoessay. lets discuss potential ideas before you embark on your project. Appropriately document any quotes or sources you use.   

You must be creative, critical, thorough, and challenging in how your photo-essay is constructed.  On the last day of 

class we will simulate a gallery showing for discussion and display of your work.




schedule: 

*readings are to be read prior to the class in which they will be discussed

jan 16: -introduction, overview, syllabus, schooling, imagination, pedagogy, theory, practice, analysis, inquiry, purpose, teacher identity

jan  23: introduction to the institution of education, human behavior, educational problems understood and interpreted... Read Jackson, section 1 pp. 10-14, rc pp.4-5

jan 30: the hidden curriculum, school as transmitter... Read McCarthy pp. 35-41 and levine pp.51-59, card activity

feb 6: curriculum and knowledge… read postman and weingartner pp.297-310; rc pp.19-22 

feb 13: historical background and currents in curriculum... Read Vallance pp.85-98, rc pp.40-41
feb 20:  nature and aims of education… read kliebard pp.75- 84, dewey pp.243-250, purple pp.251-264, palmer pp.265-274, tanner pp.275-296, and Giroux pp.513-518

feb 27:  rough drafts of critical analysis, workshop- exchange and discuss drafts, 2nd half of class: disney movies… rc pp.8-13 and 30-38

mar 6: critical analysis paper due, social class and socialization… read zandy pp.109-119, rc 92-93, 

mar 13: no class/ spring break 

mar 20:  race, ethnicity and socialization… read lake pp.191-194, leistyna pp.171-185, rc 130-132, knapsack in class
mar 27: continued…  read delpit pp.149-164, rc 134-135

apr 3: gender identity and socialization… read sadker et al pp.227-232 and gray pp.233-242

apr 10: deconstructing…read rc pp.24-28 and pp.14-15, read Shapiro pp.525-530, Suggested rc pp. 110-111 

apr 17: continued… read rc pp.86-87 and risner pp.209-220, it’s elementary video

apr 24: achievement and ability… read lashley pp.375-384, rc pp.171-181, off-track video
may 1: photoessay and presentation of work 

*schedule is subject to change

attendance/ tardy policy:  Your attendance and participation are paramount in your success for this course. Not only do you miss out in case of an absence, but so does the entire class as each person's participation contributes to the learning that takes place each session.  Be present, on time, and prepared. If any problems arise, please feel free to discuss them with the professor. 

special needs: please notify me of any special needs in order to best suit your learning experience

grading rubric: 

96 -100= A

72 - 75=C

92 - 95= A 

68 - 71= C 

88 - 91= B+ 

64 - 67= D+

84 - 87= B 

60 - 63= D

80 - 83= B

59= F

76 - 79= C+ 

other resources: 

Rethinking Schools

Teaching Tolerance 

Taboo: The Journal of Culture and Education 

Teachers College Record

