ELC 680 transnational Perspectives in Feminism
fall 2003     tuesdays  4:00-6:50pm     312 curry

dr. leila e. villaverde

email: levillav@uncg.edu 


ph: 336-334-3475   fax: 336-334-4737

office: 246 curry building


hours: by appointment

required texts:

talpade mohanty, C. (2003). feminism without borders: decolonizing theory, practicing solidarity.  Durham, nc:Duke university press.   (fwb)
Smith B. G. (ed.). (2000). global feminisms since 1945: rewriting histories. ny: routledge.  (gf)

Naples, N. A. and Desai, M. (eds.). (2002). women’s activism and globalization: linking local struggles and transnational politics. ny:routledge (wag)
*Selected articles will be available online through ereserves.

course description:

This course provides a range of perspectives from an international standpoint, focusing on non-western ideas and global concepts of feminism.   To undertake the study of feminism through international lenses one must be willing to take a closer look at one’s own position, rethinking the self and other.  The readings and discussions throughout the semester help the student to recognize this position as they read and study various perspectives.  This course exposes the students to not only theoretical, but also practical ideas throughout the world; particularly what women and men have done in the name of feminism under trying political structures. The range of perspectives included in this course is by no means exhaustive, yet it does provide a substantial introduction to the circumstances in different geographic locations.  The readings also make poignantly clear the importance of borders, limits, and the delicate nature of safety.  Western assumptions and privileges are critically questioned for a clear understanding of the necessary awareness and ethics global/ transnational feminism requires.  

In our study of international perspectives in feminism we will focus on the construction of identity, culture, ethnicity, nationalism, and the nature of power, particularly sexism, classism, and racism in its lived experience.  International perspectives in feminism sit at the crossroads of these complex dimensions of existence and history.  The ways in which the politics of difference are experienced and defined through solidarity and resistance are particularly important as we learn about the effects of capitalism and colonialization in various countries.  These sorts of critiques in education are essential as present and future cultural workers/ educators influence different communities.  As we learn about others through global feminisms we can create transformative pedagogical experiences that break down barriers instead of building on the apparent unfamiliarity of the other.  We can also collectively work towards creating/ sustaining more humane conditions for any member of the larger global community. Part of our work in this course is to investigate educational systems (any structure that helps people better themselves in any capacity whether financial, emotional, spiritual, physical, and/ or intellectual) across cultures and geographic locations, to become better informed about the specific needs of youth/ adults, and to imagine the ways in which we can advocate for improvements/ access to equitable and libratory possibilities.

Think about the following as you read and engage in discussion: what (and how) do I need to relearn about my culture and myself in order to truly understand the other?  How do I engage and disengage the other? What investments do I have in maintaining my present knowledge base?  Do I find myself questioning the validity of what I read? What standards of proof, truth, and reality am I using in judging/ interpreting these readings? How do I decenter the self enough to sincerely listen to the multiple voices/ perspectives I read?  What must I do to build solid communities of difference?  How does my theorizing change my perspective/ positionality?

course objectives:

1. To identify international perspectives in feminism

2. To interpret how gender, culture, ethnicity, power, and position affect our understanding of the other

3. To differentiate pedagogical experiences in cross-cultural regions.

4. To develop a critical and reflexive understanding of global consequences in both theoretical discussions and practical applications of feminist theories.

assignments:

*all assignments must be typed.  Please use APA style for any type of documentation and always exhibit the utmost degree of professionalism, and uphold the academic integrity policy set forth by the university.

participation: your participation in this course is extremely important to not only your understanding of the material, but the entire class’s. In order to create a sense of community each person should be prepared (have read and thought about what he/she read) so that class discussions are rich, thought-provoking, and full of possibilities. Your ideas, thoughts, and questions are always important so please maximize the opportunity to exercise your voice.

due 10.21

case  study:  this is an opportunity/ exercise as a group to study and propose modifications to international educational practice. As a group research the education of females and males (you may focus on one or the other when different) of another culture/ geographic location by carefully describing and analyzing present pedagogical structures outlined through a range of specified grades (years) or subject matter. Pay close attention to distinctions made by gender. Carefully examine how curriculum is constructed, materials/ texts used, assignments, purpose, role of student and teacher. also focus on access (when, where, who) to educational opportunities. Choose one aspect your group would like to make changes to. Propose changes/ modifications to the educational process as informed by class readings and outside readings. This assignment will be in the format of a report. First section will describe the culture/ location of the educational system you as a group have chosen. Second section will describe and analyze the educational system and subject matter or grade. Third section will delineate the modifications and proposed changes. Fourth section lists all the references cited.  This is an opportunity to apply what is learned through transformative pedagogy.  Familiarize yourself with the audience, be conscious to propose changes that consider the culture’s/ location’s needs.  Apply what you have read and transform insight into possibilities for change. 

educational systems whether formal or informal are consistently at the core of any culture or community. Through these systems customs and wisdoms are passed down as well as limitations and barriers.  This is why I consider it important to investigate different educational systems. It is a fundamental way to comprehend the ways the culture and community is constructed in addition to how members are positioned.  In suggesting appropriate modifications to the educational system of another culture or location, one needs to be willing and able to temporarily suspend socialized or self-induced standards/ values which may obscure perceiving what is most appropriate for the other.

Evaluation: as part of the grade for this assignment you are required to assess the work of your colleagues specifying unsatisfactory, satisfactory, or outstanding. In your opinion explain the nature of their contribution to the group assignment. I will fold these opinions into my evaluation of the group report. Unanimous unsatisfactory ratings will lower your grade by one letter, satisfactory ratings will not affect your grade, and unanimous outstanding ratings will increase it by a letter grade. If there are discrepancies between group members on the ratings, I will closely examine the narratives and ask to speak to the group. You are evaluating all group members except yourself.  This is but one way of validating the work that is done outside of class, as a group, and as a member of a group.

due 12.2 

postcard:  create a postcard where a message of awareness/ solidarity/ hope attempts to initiate border crossings and conversations/ connections across international communities. Use image and text to construct your message. Be conscious of cultural norms and customs, as well as symbolic/ visual language of the recipient. Research the potential recipient, location, values, arts, and ways of living.  Think this carefully through; it is not as simple as you may assume. Conversations and potential friendships require particular considerations of the other to be inviting. Mail the postcard and encourage the recipient to send a reply.

Keep colors bold; use basic shapes and high contrast. In such a small space (4 x 6 cardstock) these strategies will keep your design and message clean/ straightforward/ inviting.  Keep things simple.

This is one simple effort towards connecting with another through established boundaries. The first step to understanding the other is reaching out and being willing to start a conversation. The postcard assignment is a small gesture, which begins to put theoretical ideas into action.

schedule:

*readings are to be read prior to the class in which they will be discussed

aug  19: introduction, overview, syllabus,  international/ transnational feminist theory, readings and discussion

aug  26: fwb ch.1 and 2

sept 2: wag ch.4, (ferguson article, “resisting the veil of privilege: building bridge identities as an ethico-politics of global feminisms”)

sept 09: gf ch.1, 2, and 3

sept 16: (ahmed articles, “discourse of the veil” and “the first feminists”)

sept 23: wag ch.1, 2 and 5

sept 30:  wag ch.6 and 8, (jaggar article, “globalizing feminist ethics”)

oct 07: wag ch. 7 and 9

oct 14: fwb ch. 4, 5 and 6

oct 21: case studies due, (bunster-bunalto article, “surviving beyond fear; women and torture in Latin America”), movie “time of the butterflies”

oct 28: gf ch.4, 5 and 6, ( tuhiwai smith  article, “getting out from down under: maori women, education and the struggles for mana wahine” )

nov 4: gf ch.8, 9 and 11

nov 11: wag ch.10 and 11, gf ch.12

nov 18: wag ch.14 and 15

nov 25: wag ch.13, fwb pp.171 starting with first full paragraph-189 and pp.215-217

dec 2: postcards due, gf ch.10, (sturgeon article, “ecofeminist appropriations and transnational environmentalisms”)

*schedule is subject to change

attendance/ tardy policy: Your attendance and participation are paramount in your success for this course.  Not only do you miss out in case of an absence, but so does the entire class as each person’s participation contributes to the learning that takes place each session.  Be present, on time, and prepared. If any problems arise, please feel free to discuss them with the professor.

special needs: please notify me of any special needs in order to best suit your learning experience

grading rubric:

A (+/-): this is exemplary work where there is evidence the group worked superbly together and took into consideration all their research in order to offer excellent and appropriate pedagogical opportunities for prospective students. The report offers a high level of integration between critical analysis and theoretical interpretation. As far as the postcard, it is intellectually and aesthetically interesting and sensitive. The postcard has also been researched and well crafted.  There is a genuine desire to communicate/ converse across established borders.

B (+/-): the group worked well together and created an interesting report with good ideas for educational possibilities. Research and analysis are strong and there is substantial attention given to the needs of prospective students. Postcards are creative and well crafted.

C (+/-): the group had some problems cooperating with one another and the report does not exhibit any considerable changes to existing education or does not consider the prospective students.  There is limited research of the educational system and culture/ location.  The final report is not cohesive.  The postcard is neither intellectually nor aesthetically thought-proving and may rely on stereotypes and generalizations for communicative strategies. 

Ds and Fs are both representative of unacceptable work. Please make an appointment to see me if you are having trouble understanding the material or for any other concerns.
other resources and further reading:

**morgan, r. (ed.). (1996). Sisterhood is global:international women’s movement anthology. Ny: feminist press, cuny.

Nazir chaudhry, l. (2000). Researching my people, researching myself: fragments of a reflexive tale. In e. a. st.pierre and w.s. pillow’s (eds.). working the ruins. ny; routledge.

Eaton and lorentzen (2003). Ecofeminism and globalization. Ny; rowman and littlefield.

Bailey, a. (2000). Locating traitorous identities: toward a view of privilege-cognizant white character. In u. narayan and s. harding’s (eds.).  decentering the center: philosophy for a multicultural, postcolonial, and feminist world. In: Indiana university press.

