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Read. It is one of those words that elicit a variety of responses, especially in a college classroom.  For me (and for many other English-y types), it creates a sense of comfort and even one of longing – why am I not already curled up somewhere with a thick novel in hand?  For others, it is a requirement, a chore, just another assignment.


The All-Freshman Read, however, is designed to be anything besides just another assignment.  In composition classes, the writing process gets all the glory (and don’t get me wrong – it is a glorious process).  Reading, however, is the flip-side to writing.  We become better writers by reading, and I believe we become better readers by writing.


Therefore, the All-Freshman Read, dear reader, is not a chore: it is an opportunity.  Here is your chance to see how someone else did it – how they wrote in such a way that informs, analyses, critiques, describes, inspires, amuses, or moves.  Or how it doesn’t.  Learn your own taste in reading – decide what is good or not so good.  But before you judge too quickly, remember that the author of the All-Freshman Read will be here in person at UNCG.  This is an amazing opportunity to learn what they meant, what they were thinking about, how they judge their own writing, and who they like to read.  You may be surprised to learn that you have a lot in common with these writers – that they, too, have a difficult time getting started with writing or that it also makes them nervous for their peers to read a draft.


The All-Freshman Read is your chance to connect— with an excellent writer, true—but also with other students (that’s the “All” part).  Every English 101 class will be reading the same text.  Which means you and your roommate may have some amazingly deep discussions about a novel or poem over some late-night Ramen.  Or you may notice the person on the Park and Ride is also perusing the same book as you.  It is a wonderfully connective experience – and we haven’t even talked about using it in class.  There you are sure to have some interesting conversations about the text, maybe even some heated debate.  Some teachers will use the All-Freshman Read for a variety of prompts and projects.  Others use the themes of the work to frame the class.  


However you end up using it, be aware that it is an opportunity, an experience, and an investment in your skills as a writer and a reader.  You may never look at the word “Read” in the same way again.

