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English as a Foreign Language: How to Have Fun in 101 & 102 N*
G. Warlock Vance
Signing up for English courses can seem a daunting prospect for most students.  They wonder such things as: Will I get an easy teacher?  Will I have to read a ton of books I’ll probably hate?   Will I be forced to take a lot of tests and do gobs of homework?  While these concerns plague freshmen and upperclassmen alike, foreign students must deal with additional worries: Will I understand the instructor?  Will she/he understand me?

For non-native students in need of English credits for 101 and 102, fear not!  UNCG’s English department has created 101N and 102N which are specifically designed to meet your needs.  These courses cover the same materials one finds in regular 101 and 102 sections – the proper forms of argument, how to consolidate ideas into workable theses and how to arrange one’s materials into a cogent form no matter what the topic.  And though it’s true that teachers vary on how they go about sharing these lessons, students in 101N and 102N will find that these courses are never dumbed-down or made “easy” just because those taking the section happen to be non-natives.


My own method for teaching these classes has been to utilize the exact same novels, stories, poetry and films that I would share with American students.  Through in-class discussions and group work the students could inquire about any problems they might have, such as interpreting colloquialisms, slang or regional dialects conveyed in particular works, understanding underlying themes, and comprehending the symbolism inherent in the various narratives we examine.  Through these question-and-answer sessions the students speak in class and grow more and more comfortable and confident with their use of English.

If you think English is a difficult language, you’ll get no argument from me, but I would advise any non-native speaker to sign up for 101N or 102N.  One advantage to taking these sections over the regular 101 and 102s is that you’ll be in classrooms filled with others, like yourselves, who may be having difficulty understanding American instructors and / or trying desperately to make decent grades, but are unable to do so because the teacher has no extra time to work with you individually.  Instructors of 101N and 102N generally have a particular knack for understanding non-native speakers and are more than patient when it comes to answering questions and providing students with ample opportunities to practice English through speech and writing.

Give the classes a try and I’m certain you’ll find that the “N” designation stands for “No worries” at all!

* For American or life-long resident students reading this section please be advised that “N” stands for “non-native,” which means that if you were born in this country or have lived here all your life then you do not belong in 101 or 102N.  Give the instructors of the regular sections a try; otherwise you’ll have to drop this one and reregister, a real pain when you’re trying to find a spot at the last minute.

