Free Write Ideas

Cut out ads from the classifieds in the newspaper and give one to each student. Have them construct a little creative story as a freewrite from the information in the ad.  This takes a typically dry and boring description and allows them to have fun writing by inventing an interesting/funny/exciting story from the ad. 

Another sort of creative activity, but one that can tie in well with an ethnography unit is have students 
bring in a photograph. In class, they should switch photos with someone and write a short creative 
piece from the photograph, imagining that they are there observing the “culture” in the picture.  As 
each student shares what they wrote, you can talk about assumptions they made, what they noticed and 
didn’t, what was left out and why.  You can ask why they chose to focus on one particular aspect, or 

about the style they wrote in, did they use dialogue, straight description, narrative format?

Clichés
Blind as a bat

Dead as a doornail

Selling like hotcakes

Butterflies in my stomach

Busy as a bee

Every cloud has a silver lining 

There is a light at the end of the tunnel

No news is good news 

When at first you don't succeed, try try again 

Don't put off until tomorrow what you can do today.

Easy as Pie

What goes around comes around
get out of the wrong side of the bed - be in a bad mood - 1870 Brewer says the origin is from ancient superstition which held it to be unlucky to touch the floor first with the left foot when getting out of bed. Earlier versions of the expression with the same meaning were: 'You got out of bed the wrong way', and 'You got out of bed with the left leg foremost' (which perhaps explains why today's version, which trips off the tongue rather more easily, developed).
cake walk, piece of cake/takes the cake - easy task/wins (the prize) - from the tradition of giving cakes as prizes in rural competitions. Brewer (1870) tells of the tradition in USA slavery states when slaves or free descendents would walk in a procession in pairs around a cake at a social gathering or party, the most graceful pair being awarded the cake as a prize. This also gave us the expression 'cake walk' and 'a piece of cake' both meaning a job or contest that's very easy to achieve or win, and the variation 'takes the biscuit', meaning to win (often ironically, to be the worst).
to a 'T' - exactly (fits to a T, done to a T, suits you to a T, etc) - Brewer lists this expression in 1870, so it was well established by then. Apparently from two origins, which would have strengthened the establishment of the expression (Brewer only references the latter origin, which personally I think is the main one): Firstly it's a shortening of the expression 'to a tittle' which is an old English word for tiny amount, like jot. Secondly, it is a reference to something fitting as if measured with a T-square, the instrument used by carpenters, mechanics and draughtsmen to measure right-angles.
