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Low stakes writing – ungraded, private to semi-private student writing that makes up the bulk of the practice work students do in preparation for more high-stakes formal assignments that will go in the final portfolio.  

General Examples:

Private Journaling                                                 Self-critiques of their writing

Reading responses                                                Any writing that accompanies in-class exercises

Free-writes in preparation for discussion             Private Free-writes

Specific Examples:
The Rhetorical Triangle Analysis

Analyze an essay using the Rhetorical Triangle – fill in the rhetorical triangle with your conclusions. 
 **Use evidence from the text to support these conclusions, and be prepared to point them out to us.  Mark your page numbers, passages…**

Who is the speaker/author? What do we know about the speaker?  How do we know this?
What is the message?  How would you describe the tone, purpose?
Who is the audience?  How do we know the characteristics of this intended group?
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The “Step on the Gas” Draft

In preparation for our first formal essay assignment, you will be writing a rough draft.  This draft is unique in that you will allow yourself only 30 minutes to write the draft, and you will need at least three pages of double-spaced writing, though going beyond is always a plus.  Your goal should be to keep your fingers moving on the keyboard as much as possible for this span of time.  Don’t slow down.  Don’t censor yourself.  Don’t try to sound important.  The goal with this draft is to get out the ideas – the things that you most wish to say – in this paper without dragging your feet or feeling overwhelmed.  The results most likely won’t be pretty, but the draft needs to at least be coherent enough that we can read it.  YOUR IDEAS are the central focus of this effort.  Your goal is to mirror your thoughts as closely as possible on the paper.  So, set your stop-watches.  Get comfortable in front of the computer.  Think about the question that you are using to prompt your essay, and start writing for 30 minutes straight.  

Bring in your draft (of no less than 3 pages) into class on Tuesday along with a highlighter pen.  
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