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English/Linguistics 111: Introduction to Linguistics (Fall 2005)

M/W/F 12:00-12:50pm McIver 135

Adrian Wurr

Office: McIver 113

Office Hours: Mon. & Weds. 11-11:30pm, and by appointment

Phone: 334-5221
E-mail: ajwurr@uncg.edu

Scope of course: This course provides introductory study of the science of language: principles of sound, meaning, structure, and use, and the interactions of language and society. Topics include related to structure include semantics, phonology, morphology, syntax, and discourse; those related to use focus on language in its social context: regional and social dialects, language acquisition, and English as an international language.
Required texts:

· Yule, George. 1996. The Study of Language, 2nd Edition. Cambridge University Press.

· Selected readings of reserve in the Jackson library & via Blackboard.
Recommended text:

· The Language Files, 9th Edition. Ohio State Press.

Grading:

Short assignments

20%

Literacy autobiography

10%

Group Research Project

20%

Quizzes



20%

Exam



15%

Term Paper


15%

Learning Goals:

Through the readings, assignments, and class activities in this course, you will

1. Examine your own beliefs and attitudes about language and language use in written assignments and class discussions

2. Gain basic knowledge of the major subfields of linguistics (see “scope of course”)

3. Learn and use different methods of linguistic analysis

Overview of Assignments: All work must be turned in on the date due to receive full credit. No late assignments will receive full credit, and none will be accepted more than one week after the due date unless an extension is arranged with the instructor prior to the due date.

Short Assignments: You will complete 15 short assignments that apply concepts discussed in class and the readings. Since this is a writing intensive course, most of these will be written responses 1-2 pages in length; some are worksheets and exercises in the assigned reading. Criteria for grading are accuracy, completeness, and timeliness. 

Literacy Autobiography: In a paper of about 750 words, you will describe and analyze an important event, person, or practice that contributed to your language learning and development. Your analysis of this experience should highlight key principles about language and learning.

Group Research Project: In groups of 3-4, you will research and report on a linguistics topic. The project has two parts, an oral presentation and written annotated bibliography, which are weighted equally in your grade for the project. We will brainstorm topics, organize groups, and visit Jackson library to help you get started on the projects.

Quizzes & Exam: Quizzes will consist of definitions, examples, short answers, and essay questions covering reading, lectures, and assignments. The final exam will be cumulative and similar to the quizzes in format.
Term Paper: As the last paper for this course, you will write a documented research paper. The topic may be related to your group research project, or on a different area of linguistics that interests you. The paper should be between four-to-six pages, double-spaced with one-inch margins. A documented research paper requires you to cite your sources ‑ both internally and in a Works Cited according to the APA style guide ‑‑ when referring to the theories, ideas, and words of others.
Absence Policy: Regular attendance is required. If you miss four class sessions, your grade will be lowered one letter grade. If you miss more than six classes, you may be dropped from the class with a failing grade.  If you do miss a class, you are responsible for finding out about and making up any missed assignments. 

Academic Dishonesty and Plagiarism: All UNCG students are responsible for upholding the Academic Integrity Policy, available through the Office of Student Conduct. Collaboration and research are encouraged in completing assignments, but you must credit your outside sources of information appropriately and compose your responses individually. If you have any questions about whether you have plagiarized something, ask me.

Overview of Short Assignments:
Assignment 1: Language Awareness

Write a 1-2 page (typed, double-spaced) response to ONE of the following prompts:

1. Are road signs a language? Consider the examples in The Study of Language (p. 10) and write an argumentative essay in which you (a) define language; and (b) argue for or against road signs fitting within that definition.

2. What would it be like to really be able to communicate with an animal that was a pet of yours? In what sense can a pet—even a gorilla like Koko—be said to use and understand language? Support your opinions with examples from the reading and personal experience (e.g. What actions did a pet of yours ever take that suggested evidence of language ability?).

3. Observe a child in a natural setting for several hours. Note how the child uses language and interacts with his or her environment. What insights can you draw about how children learn their first language(s)? Is our ability to understand and use language innate, learned, or both? Support your opinions with examples from class discussion, readings, and personal experience.

Assignment 2: The Human Language Video, Part 1: “Colorless Green Ideas”
Directions: Take notes as you watch the video. Afterwards, briefly answer the following questions.

1. What linguistic concept does the sentence, “Colorless green ideas sleep furiously” illustrate?

2. How did Noam Chomsky’s book Syntactic Structures change linguistics? What questions did he answer in the book?

3. How does Chomsky explain language acquisition? What, if anything, does his theory overlook?

4. In your opinion, what are the most compelling arguments for or against the “species uniform” position regarding human language ability? Do humans have an innate ability to learn language?

Assignment 3: Phonology

In LF 3.6, do exercises 1-4, and any three in 5 & 6 (for a total of six). 

Note: You may copy the pages and turn them in completed or copy the selected exercises on a separate piece of paper if you prefer. 

Assignment 4: Phonological Rules

In LF, Do exercises 1, 2, 3b, and 3d in file 4.3 (pp. 115-6)

Assignment 5: Word-Formation Processes 

Part 1: The words in column 2 have been created from the corresponding words in column 1. Indicate the word formation process responsible for the creation of each item in column 2.

	Column 1
	Column 2
	Word Formation Process

	automation
	automate
	

	humid
	humidifier
	

	information, entertainment
	infotainment
	

	love, seat
	loveseat
	

	prógress
	progréss
	

	typographical error
	typo
	

	aerobics, marathon
	areobathon
	

	act
	deactivate
	

	curve, ball
	curve ball
	

	methamphetamine
	meth
	

	(a) comb
	comb your hair
	

	random access memory
	ram
	

	megabyte
	meg
	

	federal express
	fedex
	

	influenza
	flu
	

	they have finished
	they’ve finished
	


Part 2: Use the word formation processes identified in the reading to create a new word highlighting each process (e.g., coinage, borrowing, compounding, blending, clipping, backformation, conversion, acronyms, derivation, and multiple processes). Provide one or more definitions for each word you create. For example:

1. Compounding: “Pizzadrool” which refers to the annoying string of cheese that stretches from a piece of pizza to one’s mouth.

2. Blending: paraplagiarism--plagiarism that changes a few words here and there.

Note: If you have trouble inventing new words of your own, analyze new words you’ve heard recently. For example, in Douglas Coupland’s novel, Generation X, he invents several morphologically complex new words such as Bambification “the mental conversion of flesh and blood living creatures into cartoon characters possessing bourgeois Judeo-Christian attitudes and morals” (Coupland, p. 48). The creation of this new word results from the combined processes of conversion (Bambi) and suffix derivation (–fication), resulting in the meaning, to make like Bambi.

Assignment 6: African American English

1. Read “Black Children, Black Speech” by Dorothy Z. Seymour and “Black English: A Discussion” by Karen Webb. Then conduct a small survey on some of the issues raised in the reading. Interview at least three people (preferably a parent, teacher, and friend), asking them the following two questions (plus any additional ones you’d like to add):

· Do you think Ebonics or African American English is a language, dialect, or casual speech pattern? Why?

· Should teachers allow or encourage students who speak different languages and dialects to use these languages at school? Why or why not?

In a 1-2 page essay, summarize the results of your survey and state your own opinion on the topic. What attitudes and beliefs do people have about African American English? What do you think? Which of the readings did you find most or least convincing?

Assignment 7: Syntax

Part 1: Do exercises D and E in The Study of Language, pp. 97-98. While the language and vocabulary may be unfamiliar to you, by comparing the word order of each set of sentences, you should be able to determine sentence (e.g., SVO, SOV, or VSO) and phrase (e.g., N + Adj. or Adj. + N) orders.

Part 2: Choose two languages (other than English) to investigate either by asking a native speaker, using a traditional grammar book in the library (see references below), or using the translation software at <http://www.freetranslation.com>. Present language data to describe the following structures using a morpheme-by-morpheme gloss and a translation (See exercise E in The Study of Language on p. 98 for an example):

1. basic word order (S,V,O): 

The dog chased the cat.

2. possessive-noun order 


the girl’s dog

3. relative clause



the dog that I saw

4. passives



The cat was chased (by the dog).

Some suggested grammar reference books available in the Jackson library

· A concise German grammar / Timothy Buck.  

· Modern German grammar: a practical guide / Bill Dodd ... [et al.]

· A comprehensive Russian grammar / Terence Wade.

· A concise grammar of the Russian language / Leonard A. Magnus.

· Essential French grammar / Resnick, Seymour.

· New comparative grammar of Greek and Latin / Andrew L. Sihler.

· Essential Spanish grammar / Resnick, Seymour.

· A short introduction to (Latin) grammar / Wedderburn, David 

· A grammar of Biloxi / Paula Ferris Einaudi.

· The Japanese language/ Roy Miller

Assignment 8: Semantics & Pragmatics

Politeness—It’s complimentary, thank you

Why do some people find it difficult to accept compliments? When compliments are offered (“What a neat shirt”), you sometimes don’t hear a simple “Thank you,” but rather “What? This old rag?” For one day, focus your attention on the complimenting language you hear at school, work, the bus, and wherever you go. Write down as many of the compliments as you can as well as any relevant contextual information (participants, setting, motivation, paralinguistic cues). Then compile your findings in a 1-2 page (typed, double-spaced) response that considers the following points:

1. How many compliments did you observe? Is the number surprisingly large or small?

2. Are compliments more common among males or females? Older or younger speakers?

3. How did those receiving the compliments respond? Were they pleased? Uneasy? What were some of their responses?

4. Why do so many people receiving compliments avoid saying “Thank you”?

Assignment 9: Discourse Analysis

Classroom Discourse 

Yule notes that conversations are negotiated acts of cooperation—the participants in these speech acts often follow predictable routines and scripts in completing their interactions. Several educational researchers (e.g., Sinclair & Coulthard, 1975; Forestal, 1990) have noted many classroom interactions follow a fairly rigid and predictable pattern regardless of the subject matter being taught or the age of the students. This pattern can be summarized in the acronym IRE, where I = the teacher Initiates a question; R = a student Responds; E = the teacher Evaluates the student’s response. For example:

Initiation
T: The questions will be on different subjects, so, er, well, one will be about, er, well, some of the questions will be about politics, and some of them will be about, er…what?

Response
S: History

Evaluation
T: History. Yes, politics and history

Initiation
T: and, um, and…?

Response
S: Grammar.

Evaluation
T: Grammar’s good, yes…

Project: Either audiotape or videotape a class in which a discussion is planned. Identify and transcribe one or more speech events (cohesive units of discourse). Then, write a brief analysis of the select speech event(s) in which you note the following:

1. Turn taking strategies such as intonation, pausing, and/or phrasing that signal when one speaker is through speaking or another wants to begin.

2. How do listeners signal their attention and interest? Note any relevant verbal cues (e.g., ‘mhm,’ or ‘yeah’) or body language (e.g., head nodding, eye contact, gestures).

3. Do all participants contribute to the discussion equally or do some monopolize the floor? How is this achieved?

Assignment 10: Etymology and English spelling

TBA

Assignment 11: American Tongues
Instructions: Consider and write brief responses the following questions as you watch the video. Afterwards write a longer response to one of the questions. Return this study guide and your written response to me:

1. What kinds of dialect differences do you notice in the video? When you travel someplace outside of the Triad region is there anything in particular people notice about your speech?

2. As the United States was settled, what were some of the major trends in the movement of people? Do you see a relation between the major routes of movement and some of the dialects of English? What major routes of migration affected the Triad? Can you see these major routes in the local dialect? 

3. What physical conditions about Appalachia or Tangier Island might cause these dialects to become quite distinct? What social conditions might have gone along with the physical separation? 

4. Dialect prejudice can be very strong. In the video, two young office workers think that a receptionist with a “yat” accent is not an appropriate representative of their company.What are some other scenes in “American Tongues” that show prejudice against the speech of a particular region, class, or social group? How do people feel about themselves when they are constantly told that their dialect is inferior?

5. Not all attitudes about local dialects are negative. In fact, these dialects may serve some very important positive functions within a community. What are some of the positive reasons for using a local dialect?

6. What advantages may come from being able to shift dialects? Do you shift dialects depending on where you are and the people you're talking to? What are some settings where you might shift your dialect?

Assignment 12: Psycholinguistics 

Instructions: Choose and complete one of the exercises below.

Language & the brain

Read “Land Mines in the World of Mental Maps” and review chapter 15 in Yule. Then write a 1-2 page essay that addresses the following questions:

What evidence suggests that language processing is localized to one hemisphere of the brain? What evidence complicates or contradicts this theory? What is your opinion on the subject? What metaphors best capture your view of the brain and its (language) functions?

Language & machines

Use the following questions to analyze and report on a spelling and grammar checker. You don’t need to write an essay; just write brief responses to each of the following questions.

1. Describe the spelling and grammar checker you are working with (Name, version, platform—DOS/Win/Mac). Note the style setting to which your grammar checker is set (under the tools/option menu in MSWord).

2. What is the spell checker’s response to fastly, classwise, and vice versa? What does this response suggest about the theory of language (e.g., speaking-writing connections) and language processing (e.g. word storage & retrieval)?

3. What response does the grammar checker give to the following sentences: 

a. An hoarse is one thee gulf curse.

b. The man who I saw inn the park was nice.

c. The dog who I saw at the in was nice.

d. Dog the bit man the.

e. I will go find the dog yesterday.

· Based on these responses, what is a well-formed sentence according to the grammar checker? Does it know about word order, phrases such as relative clauses, tense, and parts-of-speech information? 

4. How does the grammar checker respond to sentences or phrases that are grammatical but rare, semantically odd, or idiomatic (e.g., Out the window flew the bird. The hamburger ate the dog. He put two feet in one shoe.)

5. On the basis of the responses to #2-4 describe the logic (algorithm in the jargon of computational linguistics) that the spelling and grammar checker employs. 

6. Do either checkers provide some kind of overall analysis of the text? If so, what information is contained in the text analysis of your written response to this assignment or a recent essay you’ve written? What kind of information would be more useful? What would the spelling/grammar checker have to know or do in order to provide this more useful information?
Assignment 13: Intercultural Communication

TBA

Assignment 14: Language Attitudes 

Many people have interesting attitudes about other languages and dialects, for example: “German is harsh,” or “Spanish is fast.” Conduct a survey of at least three people, where you assess their attitudes about one specific language or dialect (up to you). Ask your respondents the following questions:

1. Describe ____________ language?

2. What adjectives would you use to describe speakers of this language?

3. Do any particular speakers of this language come to mind? A friend, co-worker, or movie star? Describe this person. 

In 1-2 typed pages, describe and analyze the results of your survey. Consider and include the following points in your discussion:

1. Explain what generalizations govern the attitudes of the people you surveyed

2. Explain the basis of those attitudes, if any. Are any of the comments true? (e.g., Do Spanish speakers speak fast?) Are there any other explanations for how attitudes developed in society and/or the respondent?

3. Briefly describe some possible or real consequences of those attitudes for the individuals you surveyed.

Assignment 15: Peer review of Linguistics Project
Write a letter to group members of the group which presents just before your group* that states what you liked or found interesting about the presentation, what questions or connections have occurred to you because of it, and what was effective and not effective in the organization and content of the presentation, in the manner of presenters, in the use of audio-visual materials, and in the interactive nature of the presentation. In other words, you are offering constructive feedback--praise, analysis, and suggestions for improvement. 

*The first group to present will be reviewed by the last group; the last group will be reviewed by the first group. 

Tentative schedule: Assignments may change, so pay attention to updates given in class. You should be prepared to discuss the readings on the date indicated. 

SOL = The Study of Language; LF = Language Files; RR = Reserve Readings
	DATES
	TOPIC
	READING
	PAGES
	DUE

	M 8/15
	Introduction & Course Overview
	
	
	

	W 8/17
	What is Language & Linguistics? 
	SOL 1-4

(LF 2.1-2.4)
RR 1-2
	1-39; 

(21-38)
	

	F 8/19
	Video: Discovering the Human Languages
	
	
	Assign. 1

	M 8/22
	The Structure of English
Phonetics; introduce Literacy Autobiography Paper
	SOL 5

LF 3.1-3.4
	40-52

41-60
	Assign. 2

	W 8/24
	Phonology
	SOL 6

LF 4.1-4.4
	53-62

100-123
	Assign. 3

	F 8/26
	Review
	
	
	Assign. 4

	M 8/29
	Quiz #1
	
	
	

	W 8/31
	Word Formation
	SOL 7
	63-73
	

	F 9/2
	Morphology
	SOL 8

(LF 5.1-5.3)
	74-85

(145-155)
	Assign. 5

	M 9/5
	The morphology of ‘Jabberwocky’
	
	
	

	W 9/7
	Syntax: Prescriptive & Descriptive Grammar
	SOL 9

(LF 1.3)
	86-99

(8-13)
	

	F 9/9
	Black English
	RR 3-4
	
	Assign. 6

	M 9/12
	Syntax: Sentence structure 
	SOL 10

LF 6.1-6.5
	100-113

185-208
	

	W 9/14
	The Interpretation of English

Semantics 
	SOL 11

(LF 15.3-4)
RR5-6 
	114-126

(505-510)
	Assign. 7

	F 9/16
	Pragmatics
	SOL 12
	127-138
	

	M 9/19
	Discourse Analysis
	SOL 13

(LF 8.1-8.6)
	139-150

(239-267)
	Assign. 8

	W 9/21
	Review; Literacy Autobiography paper due
	
	
	Literacy Autobio.

	F 9/23
	Quiz #2
	
	
	

	M 9/26
	English Variation & Change

Language history & change
	SOL 19

(LF 12.1-2 & 12.9) 
	213-225

(401-409; 440-449)
	Assign. 9

	W 9/28
	English Etymology
	
	
	Assign. 10

	F 9/30
	Language Variation: Regional dialects & language contact
	SOL 20

(LF 10.1-2, 4; 11.1-5)
	226-238

(various)
	

	M 10/3
	Video: American Tongues
	
	
	

	W 10/5
	Language Variation: Social Dialects

	SOL 21

(LF10.3, 5-9)
	239-253

(335-372)
	Assign. 11

	F 10/7
	Video: The Human Language Evolves
	
	
	

	M 10/10
	Fall Break
	
	
	

	W 10/12
	Introduce Group Project
	
	
	

	F 10/14
	Psycholinguistics

Language and the brain
	SOL 15

(LF 9.1-2, 8-9)
	162-174

(271-279; 314-325)
	

	M 10/17
	Mapping the brain; group work
	RR 7
	
	

	W 10/19
	Language and machines


	SOL 14
(LF 14.1-5)
	151-161
(465-488)
	Assign. 12

	F 10/21
	Meet in Jackson Library’s Citi
	
	
	

	M 10/24
	Applied Linguistics

First Language Acquisition
	SOL 16

(LF 9.3-7)

RR 8-9
	175-189

(283-313)
	Assign. 13

	W 10/26
	Group Work: Progress reports
	
	
	

	F 10/28
	Second language acquisition
	SOL 17
RR 10
	190-201
	

	M 10/31
	Annotated bibliography workshop; Schedule rehearsal with speaking center
	
	
	1 Annotated 

Bib. entry

	W 11/2
	Sign Language
	SOL 18

(LF 13.1-3)
	202-212

(449-464)
	Assign. 14

	F 11/4
	Group Work: Rehearse Group presentation
	
	
	

	M 11/7
	Group Presentations
	
	
	Assign. 15

	W 11/9
	Group Presentations
	
	
	

	F 11/11
	Group Presentations
	
	
	

	M 11/14
	Group Presentations
	
	
	

	W 11/16
	Group Presentations
	
	
	

	F 11/18
	Group Presentations; email copy of term paper draft to me.
	
	
	Term Paper draft

	M 11/21
	Group Presentations
	
	
	

	W 11/23
	Thanksgiving Break
	
	
	

	F 11/25
	Thanksgiving Break
	
	
	

	M 11/28
	Term Paper Writing Conferences
	
	
	

	W 11/30
	Term Paper Writing Conferences
	
	
	

	F 12/2
	Review; Course Evaluations
	
	
	

	M 12/5
	Final Examination
	
	
	Term Papers


Reserve Readings
	CALL NUMBER
	LOAN PERIOD
	AUTHOR
	TITLE
	Reserve Reading Number in syllabus

	Personal Copy
	Closed
	Aitchison, Jean
	Bad birds and better birds: Prototype theories


	Reserve 5

	Personal Copy
	Closed
	Bullock et al.
	Annotated bibliography: Identifying, teaching, and mainstreaming children with learning disabilities
	FYI

	Personal Copy
	Closed
	Fromkin, et al.
	The development of language in Genie: A case of language acquisition beyond the “Critical Period;”

& Genie: A postscript
	Reserve 7 & 8

	Personal Copy
	Closed
	Patterson, F.
	Conversations with a gorilla


	Reserve 1

	Personal Copy
	Closed
	Seymour, D. Z.
	Black children, Black Language


	Reserve 3

	Personal Copy
	Closed
	Terrance, H. S.
	What I learned from Nim Chimpsky


	Reserve 2

	Personal Copy
	2 hours
	Tserdanelis, G., & Wong, W. Y. P.
	Language files: Materials for an introduction to language and linguistics (9th ed.)
	On-going

	Personal Copy
	Closed
	Webb, K.
	Black English: A discussion


	Reserve 4

	Personal Copy
	Closed
	Wurr, A.
	Cosmic consciousness in the Grateful Dead’s “Eyes of the World”
	Reserve 6

	Personal Copy
	2 hours
	Yule, G.
	The study of language, 2nd edition
	On-going

	Personal Copy
	Closed
	Wade, N.
	Language gene is traced to emergence of humans

	Reserve 9






























