ENGLISH 321SW: Linguistics for Teachers 

Schedule for Fall 2005 (Tuesdays and Thursdays)
Class meets in Computer Lab McIver 231

Note: Reading assignments are for date listed, so do the reading before class. See Reading and Learning 
Response (RLR) Directions for dates and requirements.
EL = The English Language
ER = Ereserve readings available in our BlackBoard course
Date


Topic/Focus





Readings/Papers

RLR
A  16  T
When Did You Learn Grammar?





     18  Th
Rules versus Conventions  (Meet in McIver 231 Lab)  ER: “Guide to Home”

# 1

     23   T
Language Play






EL 1-6, 16-29





and Language and Literacy Assignment Info, Idea Generation, & Conference Sign Up   
     25  Th
Language Contexts





EL 67-82


# 2
     30  T
Language, Education, and Authority

 ER: CCCC “Students’ Right to Language”


S     1  Th
Class Cancelled for Individual Conferences over Literacy Project (M-W A 29-31, T-W S 6-7)
       6  T
Literacy and Education 
ER: “Discovery of Emergent” & “Literacy & Politics”
# 3
       8  Th
Language and Learning Literacy Project Due for Class Share
     13  T
Semiotics
     15  Th
Speaking versus Writing




EL 105-126 


# 4

     20  T
Language Structures: Phonology



EL 31-45, 50-57
     22  Th
Language Structures: Morphology and Word Classes
EL 57-65 


# 5
     27  T
Accounting for Language Differences—Dialects

EL 277-308



     29  Th
Propriety and Poetry in Language Variations






# 6
O    4  T
EXAM #1

       6  Th
Class Cancelled due to my conference attendance 

RLR# 1-6 due by 5 p.m. Friday, 7 October
     11  T
No Class—Fall Break
     13  Th
Teaching Language in School—Traditions in Conflict

EL 167-199

# 7
     18  T
What is Grammar?


ER: “An Overview of Linguistic Grammar”

     20  Th
Why Does It Matter?




EL 205-217



# 8
     25  T
Rethinking the Teaching of Grammar 1    ER: “Learning Theory & Teaching Grammar”
     27  Th 
Rethinking the Teaching of Grammar 2    




ER: “Reconceptualizing Teaching Grammar” & “The Copy Shop”

# 9
N    1  T
History of the English Language


EL 139-164



#10
       3  Th
Learning Language through Computers
       8  T
EXAM #2
     10  Th
Learning Language through Computers   

     15  T
Learning Language through Computers
     17  Th
Computer Teaching Demonstrations 
(3)






#11
     22  T
Computer Teaching Demonstrations
(3)   






#12

     24  Th
No Class—Thanksgiving Break
     29  T
Computer Teaching Demonstrations  (2)  & Critique of BlackBoard


#13
D    1  Th
So, how are you going to teach/see language? Course Evaluations


   
#14-15
 and RLR #14-15 Teaching/Interpreting Statement Due for Class Share
RLR# 7-13 due by 5 p.m. Friday, 2 December
English 321SW: Linguistics for Teachers 

Reading and Learning Responses (RLR) for Fall 2005 
Directions for the Semester: Write and post in BlackBoard Discussion Forums responses to the reading assignments and following prompts. Your responses should be around 200-250 words, and you need to write short interactive replies to at least 2 other postings. Use these questions and directions as prompts for your ideas. You need not address every issue in each prompt; however, address some issues in the readings in each response. Realize that you have an audience for these writings beside yourself and that you can always write more than required to finish the thought you are exploring. For RLRs #11-13, you respond in the discussion forums to the computer demonstrations across three class periods (see following directions). With the exceptions of the first and last RLR postings, you have one week to post and reply to the two other students after the reading assignment is due for class (see dates on class schedule and with each prompt).  If you post after that time, your entry will be marked “late,” and this will affect your response grade. Note that all postings have a mid-semester and end-semester cut off. The first and last responses are due during the class period for which they are assigned, so that we can work with and share them in class. The last RLR #14-15 is 400 words and counts double in the grading system.
1. [Post in the BlackBoard Discussion titled “Language Learning and Humor”] From your reading assignment, Baron's “Guide to Home Language Repair” (p. 1-12), choose a phrase or sentence or two that you found valuable. Type that quote at the beginning of your posting and include the page number. Then write about why you found it valuable. You may also address other topics in that reading that interested you. You should come to class on Thursday, 18 August, with your Baron’s quote and 200-250 word response saved in a Word file (on floppy disk, RW CD, electronic key, or in your UNCG network space) and ready to copy and paste it in BlackBoard. RLR #1 late after 25 August.
2. [Post in the BlackBoard Discussion titled “Contexts”] Using the information from The English Language readings, explain how you see the relationship of context to language use (oral, print, and symbolic).  How does the situation change the ways you and others speak or write?  How are your school voices and texts different from other voices and texts you generate?  As a prospective teacher and/or deaf interpreter, what do you feel your obligation is to help your students understand appropriateness in speech and writing?  Cite examples from your life and from EL that show how language is appropriate or inappropriate to a specific situation/context. RLR #2 late after 1 September.
3. [Post in the BlackBoard Discussion titled “Literacy.”] The CCCC resolution on language and teaching was adopted by its members and first published in 1974. Both Knoblauch’s and Hall’s articles were published approximately 15 years later. How do Knoblauch’s and Hall’s articles address (or not) the points made in the CCCC resolution? Across these three readings, all which deal with literacy in different ways, what points matter to your work as a new teacher or interpreter?  In other words, how can you use this information in your teaching, with administrators, or with understanding your students? RLR #3 late after 13 September.
4. [Post in the BlackBoard Discussion titled “Communication.”] This prompt has three parts. First, using examples from your experience, write about how communication happens beyond speech and writing.  Categorize these examples as auditory-vocal (sound but not words), visual (pictures, symbols, images), or tactile (touch such as a hug). Second, reflect on one difference you know between speaking and writing as explained in the reading, discuss which is more powerful for you, speaking or writing. Why? Third, talk about when communication is blocked in any of the above mediums. Recount a time when you could not understand someone else or he/she could not understand you. This may have been face-to-face, through email, on TV, on the phone, in class, at work, etc. What were the causes of this communication block? RLR #4 late after 22 September.
5. [Post in the BlackBoard Discussion titled “Morph Play.”] Morphology deals as much with slang (you fill in the expression) and new words and expressions (“sound byte,” “pregnant chad”) as it does with Standard English and technical jargon. Offer one example of slang and/or a newly coined word and provide a morphological analysis.  Include its word classification(s). Try making up a new word and do the same analysis. RLR #5 late after 29 September.
6. [Post in the BlackBoard Discussion titled “Dialects”]  How were you taught about language variety and dialect in high school?  Were dialects and writing practices other than Standard English valued?  What assumptions and stereotypes do you see in society and school that tie to intelligence and spoken or written language?  Some believe that slow speech or a drawl equals stupidity. Some believe that clipped and brief responses represent coldness and distance. Have any of these been applied to you?  If so, tell your story. As teachers, what should we be doing in the classroom with language variety to offset some of these stereotypes? RLR #6 late after 6 October.  Cut off for RLR # 1-6 is 5 p.m., Friday, 7 October.
7. [Post in the BlackBoard Discussion titled "Grammar, Yuck"] What is your reaction to the word "grammar"? What images and emotions does the term conjure for you and why? You have just read a history and review of English grammar. Did this reading reinforce your reactions to the term, or did it change your thinking or perspective? Explain by using specific examples from the chapter. Discuss what your goal is for teaching grammar/syntax to mainstream students and to those whose languages or dialects differ from Edited American English (ASL users, ESL speakers, strong dialect users, etc.). How might you help students to change their usually negative attitudes about learning grammar? RLR #7 late after 20 October.
8. [Post in the BlackBoard Discussion titled “Why Grammar?”] With our brief grammar review and our readings about traditional and current theories and approaches to grammar, what concepts do you want to remember and why? What in this review was new to you? What helped you? What confused you? RLR #8 late after 27 October. 

9. [Post in the BlackBoard Discussion titled “Teaching Language.”] Weaver’s and Baron’s readings ask us to not assume with our students and to not fall into the either-or trap of error and correctness. What do the terms “error” and “correctness” mean to you when dealing with language?  Is there such a thing as unintentional error?  If so, when might that happen; if not, why not?  Try to include examples from both spoken and written language and try to think about error in terms of reading and listening. Do teachers unintentionally mishear or misread?  Is this error? In addition, Baron talks about the “double standard” of plagiarism. How do you plan to deal with this issue (where the literature we teach practices one approach, while we preach another) in your classroom?  What experiences have you had as a student or teacher with these issues? Of the twelve guidelines that Weaver offers, which ones do you want to incorporate in your teaching and why?  Provide examples and ideas of how you might achieve these goals with your future students. How might Weaver’s guidelines help with issues like plagiarism and language diversity? RLR #9 late after 3 November.
10. [Post in the BlackBoard Discussion titled “Englishes.”] After our reading, class discussion, and technology examples of Englishes, discuss why it is important to know about the history of the language and its dialects. Document your impressions about that history and about the multiple Englishes that occur around the world.  What kinds of language changes have you observed? Provide examples. With our world becoming smaller everyday thanks to the Internet, the media, various forms of technology, growth in international businesses, etc., how do you think English will evolve and change in the future? What do you want your students to know and value about the history of the English language? RLR #10 late after 8 November. 
11.-13.  For each class period of computer teaching demonstrations (17, 22, 29 November), post in the appropriate discussion forum a response that discusses 2-3 of the demonstrations. These responses should include what you liked or found interesting about the content of the lessons, what questions or connections have occurred to you because of them, and what was effective and not effective in the organization and content of the lessons and demonstrations, in the manner of the presenters, in the use of electronic materials, and in the interactive nature of the events. In other words, you are offering praise, analysis, and synthesis across the two-three demonstrations in each class period. You will then, as usual, reply to two other postings. RLR #11 late after 24 November; #12 late after 29 November; cut off for RLR #7-13 is 5 p.m., Friday, 2 December.
14-15. [Post in the BlackBoard Discussion titled “My Statement” by class time on 1 December.] Your 400-word statement counts double in the grading scheme, and you are not required to reply as we will share these in class. Write a position/opinion statement about some aspect/issue of language, linguistics, literacy, or the teaching of them. A personal position/opinion is a synthesis of learning, so cite your sources when referring to the theories, ideas, and words of others. This assignment asks that you draw on what you already know or have learned in this course and in other courses. Although you may want to write about language and/or literacy and teaching and/or interpreting in general, you will want to narrow down your focus and explore it with specific examples.  Look back at your readings and writings for this course. What mattered to you? What surprised you? What appalled you? 

Questions to Help you Find and Focus Your Position Statement:
How would you describe the general principles you believe about language: oral, print, and sign?  
How are these principles related?

What have you learned this semester that reinforced your beliefs or made you change them?

What texts, what theories, and what people have influenced your beliefs?  In what ways?

What language experiences have you had that have influenced your position?

Whether teacher or interpreter, how do plan to act on the above with your students?

