Shelby Smoak

Fall 2008; English 101-01; MWF 8:00-8:50 (MHRA 1208)
English 101-26; MWF 12:00-12:50 (Bryan 111)
Office:  McIver 114; Hours MWF 10:00-10:50; Phone: 334-9846
Email: srsmoak@uncg.edu

Required Texts:

Ishmael Beah. A Long Way Gone:  Memoirs of a Boy Soldier. ISBN: 0-374-10523-5
Anna Tomasino.  Music and Culture. ISBN:  0-321-19483-7

Steve Neale.  Genre and Contemporary Hollywood.  ISBN:  0-85170-887-0

Writing Matters UNCG Guidebook
The Little Brown Essential Handbook IBSN:  0321331591 (recommended)
Student Learning Goals

At the completion of this course, the student will be able to:

●  write and speak clearly, coherently, and effectively as well as adapt modes of communication to one’s audience

●  interpret academic writing and discourse in a variety of disciplines

●  interpret numerical data and perform basic computation

●  locate, synthesize, and evaluate information

●  utilize appropriate technologies

●  construct and communicate cogent arguments

Goals:
At the completion of this course, the student will be able to:

· Interpret and evaluate argumentative discourse, including writing and speech

· Construct cogent arguments

· Communicate those arguments clearly, coherently and effectively

· Locate, synthesize, and evaluate relevant information

· Demonstrate an understanding of the aims and methods of intellectual discourse

· Weigh evidence and evaluate the arguments of differing viewpoints

Expectations:
It should come as no surprise that, in this course, you will write. It is a writing class. The emphasis of this course is to have you become writers that are more engaged and are closer to your work.  Simply, I expect you to become stronger writers.  Good writing, however, is not easy; it is hard work.

To improve your writing, you will:

· Become a better reader.  (Good writing requires good reading.)

· Discuss essays in informal and relaxed classroom conversation.

· Respond to reading assignments through short journal entries.

· Understand essay format and structure.

· Enter into the critical dialogue through written and verbal responses.

· Improve sentence structure and grammar skills.

Remember:  freshman have at least four (sometimes more) years of classes which, in most cases, will require papers.  So, it’s best to learn it now while it is being taught and not later when there are other pressing issues that surround your collegiate career.

The writing for the course will involve many forms.  In some cases these writings will be very informal; in others, they will be formal written assignments. Group projects will also be incorporated into the writing process.  This will show you how writing is much, much more than something done in complete privacy—how it is something to be shared and talked about and how the audience is involved in the process as well. 

 Requirements
· Three five page essays
· Three two page reflection papers

· Journal entries

· Group work

· Regular and prepared attendance

· Class participation

· Conferences with me

MISC.

· LATE WORK WILL BE DOCKED A LETTER GRADE PER CLASS DAY THAT IT IS LATE!   (If you are suddenly ill the day of a turn in, you must find a way to turn in your work via another student or contact me before class ends.  Quizzes cannot be made up; one is automatically dropped. No work will be accepted via email.  All work must be turned in hardcopy with the appropriate packet of materials. Until I have your folder in my hand, it will be considered not turned in.)
· I expect for you to be in class on time.  Three (3) tardies count as 1 absence.

· Several absences will result in failure. (I expect the average student to have no more than four absences in a semester.  That’s a week and a half of class.  At your fifth absence, your final grade will be dropped by a letter grade per absence; thus at 5 absences you cannot make higher than “B”; at 6 “C”; at 7 “D”; and at 8 I will fail you. This is a speaking intensive course.  Your presence in class is demanded.)  However, if the situation is extraordinary and the student can provide documentation and if the student provides said documentation and discusses the absence with me, it will be excused.  

· No cell phones, iPods, or any other distracting, beeping, telecommunicating objects.

· Double space all work, 1 inch margins, and keep the font normal (12pt. Times New Roman).  My sight needs no help.

· Make all your work and your interaction with the class respectful and worthy of a college student

· I expect all students to adhere to UNCG’s Academic Integrity Policy: http://academicintegrity.uncg.edu.  Plagiarism will not be tolerated. Please understand that if it is discovered, your punishment will be merciless and can result in failure of the course.  (Imagine here that painful parting scene of Braveheart.)

· If you have any special learning needs, don’t hesitate to let me know. and I will accommodate your needs as advised by UNCG Office of Disability Services: 334-5440. 

The Portfolio Process

The Portfolio is the thrust of your grade, and comprises the majority of your points.  It is worth 65% percent.  It is turned in at the semester’s end and is meant to reflect your work and progress in the course.  We will talk about the portfolio system throughout the course, but the idea is that you treat the course as an opportunity to develop your writing skills.  Portfolios are graded on several factors, which will be listed on the assignment. Chief among these are your ability to revise your work, your ability to reflect upon your writing, and, indeed, your ability to write without grammatical and mechanical errors.  No grades will be distributed until the end of the course, unless of course you have problems with absences.  If at any point, you wish to get an idea of your progress, please come by my office for a talk.  Attendance, class participation, workshop participation, homework, drafts, and various reading quizzes are particularly important and do factor into your final assessment.  

Course Breakdown:

Portfolio




65%


Participation in Workshops


10%


Participation in Class Discussions

10%


Quizzes, Due Drafts, and Misc. Homework
10%


Film Group Project



 5% 
