ENG101-02: Writing Identity
MWF 9:00-9:50

	Instructor: Mercer Bufter
	Classroom: Curry 204

	Email: dmbufter@uncg.edu
	Office/Office Hours:


Why are you here?

College composition is about many things: reading critically, writing with a specific audience and purpose in mind, and entering into a more professional setting than you are probably used to. Maybe most importantly, it is about learning to express thoughts in written language, learning to hear and understand the thoughts of others and entering a world where education is your own responsibility. 
This semester, we will focus on ideas of individual and group identity, and will read and respond to a variety of texts: memoir, op-ed, essay, images and creative work. As we enter into “conversation” with these texts, you will:

· gain a vocabulary for talking about the craft of writing—something quite different from communicating in everyday English
· analyze arguments and identify and respond to rhetorical situations

· engage in college-level writing by accurately citing sources and following MLA format

· engage in increasingly complex conversations with other writers 
· draft and revise essays and reflect on your work and your writing process
Important Dates
	9/1:

Labor Day—NO CLASS
	11/4:
           One Book, Many Voices Conference

	10/21:

Fall Break—NO CLASS
	11/26-28:         Thanksgiving—NO CLASS

	10/30:

Ishmael Beah
	12/8:
            Portfolios due


Required Texts:

Beah, Ishmael. A Long Way Gone: Memoirs of a Boy Soldier. New York: Sarah Crichton Books, 


2007.

Grabow, Brandy L., Laurie Lyda, and Melissa J. Richard, eds. Writing Matters, 4th Edition. Dubuque, IA: 

Kendall/Hunt Publishing Company, 2008. 

Graff, Gerald and Cathy Birkenstein. They Say/I Say: The Moves That Matter in Academic 
Writing. New York: W. W. Norton, 2006.
Norgaard, Rolf, ed. Composing Knowledge: Readings for College Writers. New York: 


Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2007.
Other handouts, essays, and texts as assigned. 

Attention!

You should all be aware that we will be reading challenging work that will sometimes address controversial themes. Prepare yourselves to address, with open minds, difficult subject matter. 

Other Required Materials:

· A dictionary, stapler, flash drive and other reasonable office supplies.
· Reliable, daily access to your UNCG e-mail account and the Internet.
· Appropriately bound portfolios at midterm and the end of the semester (this will cost a few dollars at Kinko’s).
Attendance and Participation:

This course is discussion, workshop, and activity-based. I expect you to attend every class and to participate actively. Participation accounts for 20% of your grade. You are allowed three absences without penalty. Thereafter, your grade will be affected per my discretion. There are no “make-ups” for in-class work.
Grades:

Attendance and Participation:

20%

Midterm portfolio:


40%

Final portfolio:



40%

What Is a Portfolio?:

A portfolio is a collection of revised writing that you have selected from your semester work to be turned in twice during the semester. We will discuss guidelines later in the semester. 

Late and Incomplete Work:

I may accept work that is late or incomplete, but this work will automatically receive a lowered grade. If you know you will have trouble meeting a deadline for a legitimate reason, you should contact me and propose one or more possible solutions. If your grade suffers due to late or missing work, you are not entitled to make-up or “extra credit” work. Exceptions made at my discretion.
Paper Format:
All work except in-class writing should be typed, stapled and presented in MLA format. Failure to follow paper format may result in a lowered grade. 
A Note on Backing-up your Work:

Do it. Never give anyone your only copy of a paper. You should have electronic and hard copy back-ups of all your work. When I return a paper or exercise, be sure to keep it safe and organized, especially the papers I return to you with written comments. 
Office Hours and Communication:

I expect you to check your email regularly. I will do my best to respond to all emails within 48 hours. Emails should be thoughtfully composed and appropriate. I may not respond to emails that lack a clearly worded subject line, appropriate salutation, and/or complete sentences. 

Classroom Behavior:
If you behave in a way that is inappropriate, you may be asked to leave, marked absent, or otherwise “voted off the island.” Turn off all cell phone and electronic devices before class begins. Do not open your laptops in class. In-class work should be handwritten. 

Academic Integrity:
You are expected to act in a way that maintains UNCG’s standards of academic integrity as well as the standards of our classroom and community. The consequences of violating this policy may vary. For more information, look at the Office of the Dean of Students webpage. 
Disability Services:
Students with disabilities requiring accommodation should contact 334-5440.
Recommended Links:
	UNCG Writing Center (MHRA 3211)
http://www.uncg.edu/eng/writingcenter/
	UNCG Writing Resources
http://www.uncg.edu/eng/writingcenter/resources.html

	The Online Writing Lab at Purdue

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/
	Research and Documentation Online

http://www.dianahacker.com/resdoc/

	
	


First Half of Semester Course Calendar 
CK: Composing Knowledge

ALWG: A Long Way Gone
WM: Writing Matters

TSIS: They Say/I Say
	Class Date
	Readings to be Discussed
	Work Due

	8/25   
	Syllabus, Course Intro
	

	8/27
	Letter from Dr. Ritter (WM), “Fundamental Concepts of Rhetoric” Dodson (WM)
	In-class: “Eden” survey


	8/29
	“Introduction: Entering the Conversation” (TSIS)yahoo.com

	Ice-Breaker Essay due

	
	
	

	9/1 LABOR DAY
	NO CLASS
	NO CLASS

	9/3
	“Academic Integrity” Tedder (WM), “Curing the Writing Blues” Pennington (WM), “English 101: A Primer” Roskelly (WM)
	

	9/5
	“Active and Rhetorical Reading” Morhead (WM), “They Say” TSIS
	Intro to note taking & ALWG response journals

	
	
	

	9/8
	Analyzing the Rhetorical Situation 
	In-class template ex.

	9/10
	Analyzing the Rhetorical Situation
	

	9/12
	Analyzing the Rhetorical Situation
	Op-ed Analysis prewriting

	
	
	

	9/15
	ALWG Ch1-8

	ALWG journal due

Op-ed Analysis due

	9/17
	“Girl” Kincaid (CK); “Her Point Is” TSIS
	In-class Kincaid template ex.

	9/19
	“How to Write About Africa” Wainaina
	In-class Personal Narrative Freewrite 1

	
	
	

	9/22
	ALWG Ch9-15
	ALWG journal 2 due

	9/24
	ALWG Ch9-15, “As He Himself Puts It” TSIS
	In-class PNF 2, Wainaina Exercise due

	9/26
	Kingston “Secrets”
	In-class Kingston template ex.

	
	
	

	9/29
	ALWG Ch16-21
	ALWG journal 3 due; Three “thesis statements”

	10/1
	ALWG Ch 16-21 
	In-class PNF 3

	10/3
	Choosing evidence 
	Essay 1 draft due

	
	
	

	10/6
	Essay 1 peer review, “What Do We Talk about When We Talk about Flow?” Smith (WM)
	

	10/8
	PAIR CONFERENCES—NO CLASS
	NO CLASS

	10/10
	PAIR CONFERENCES—NO CLASS
	NO CLASS

	
	
	

	10/13
	Voices in the controversy; “Yes / No / Okay / But” TSIS
	Revise Essay 1

	10/15
	Voices in the controversy
	“”

	10/17
	Voices in the controversy
	Essay 1 due

	
	
	

	10/21 FALL BREAK
	NO CLASS
	NO CLASS


This calendar is subject to change. Contact me via email with any questions or concerns.

General Guidelines for MLA Papers

1. Type your paper on a computer and print it out on standard, white 8.5 x 11-inch paper, 

2. Double-space the text of your paper, and use a legible font like Times New Roman or Arial (10-12 pt.)
3. Leave only one space after periods or other punctuation marks (unless otherwise instructed by your instructor). 

4. Set the margins of your document to 1 inch on all sides. Indent the first line of a paragraph one half-inch (five spaces or press tab once) from the left margin. 

5. Create a header that numbers all pages consecutively in the upper right-hand corner, one-half inch from the top and flush with the right margin. (In Microsoft Word: View(Header and Footer) 

6. Use either italics or underlining throughout your essay for the titles of longer works and, only when absolutely necessary, providing emphasis. 

Formatting the First Page of Your Paper

1. Do not make a title page for your paper unless specifically requested. 

2. In the upper left-hand corner of the first page, list your name, your instructor's name, the course, and the date. Again, be sure to use double-spaced text. 

3. Double space again and center the title. Don't underline your title or put it in quotation marks; write the title in Title Case, not in all capital letters. 

4. Use quotation marks and underlining or italics when referring to other works in your title, just as you would in your text, e.g., 

a. Fear and Loathing in Las Vegas as Morality Play 

b. Human Weariness in "After Apple Picking"

5. Double space between the title and the first line of the text. 

6. Create a header in the upper right-hand corner that includes your last name, followed by a space with a page number; number all pages consecutively with Arabic numerals (1, 2, 3, 4, etc.), one-half inch from the top and flush with the right margin. (Note: Your instructor or other readers may ask that you omit last name/page number header on your first page. Always follow their guidelines.)
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Pete Smith
Dr. B. Boilermaker
English 101

12 october 2005

Building a Dream: Reasons to Expand

Ross-Aide Stadium

During the 2000 football season, the
Purdue Boilermakers won the Big Ten
Conference Title, earned their first trip
to the Rose Boul in thirty-four years,
and played every game in front of a

sold-out crowd. Looking ahead.




