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Course Description: 
Morgan Spurlock’s (Supersize Me) influential FX series 30 Days is the overall theme of this course.  30 Days places ordinary, and often opinionated, people in diverse situations to explore lifestyles and beliefs.  Spurlock’s show addresses several societal and ethical concerns presented through a balance of critical research and personal experience.  Alongside the series we will examine texts that present similar ethical arguments and multiple perspectives.  The format of this course centers on your responses, both verbal and written, to the series, selected readings and life observations. We will address various issues and along the way we will talk about how you develop your own writing style, your own voice, how you develop ideas and change them in regards to how you understand your audience.  Students will be responsible for quizzes, 3 essays, 3 presentations, and journals.  All students are required to participate in classroom discussion.     

Student Learning Goals:
To understand, practice, and actively engage in the steps of the writing process 
To critically read and analyze academic discourse
To use rhetorical strategies for organizing and developing thesis statements and presentations
To explore individual voice and style in speaking and writing
To write thoughtful responses to articles and prompts
To Learn about the research process, documentation, formatting, and grammar
To actively participate in group collaborations and presentations
Course Materials:

Ishmael Beah A long way gone: memoirs of a boy soldier 
Writing Matters
Blackboard readings.

Requirements:
3 academic essays (4-5 pages each) that will result in 3 individual presentations (50%);

Reflection Journal (10%) 

Class participation (25%) 
Quizzes (15%)           

 

So this means… be prepared for in-class discussion (and yes, I will pop quiz you).

Essays/Presentations
30 Days is known for its exploration of political-cultural issues and the essays/presentations will borrow from the topics covered throughout the semester.  You will research issues/subcultures of your choice in order to provide combinations of critical reviews, interviews, satire, etc.  We will explore various styles of writing and delivery.  For the presentation assignments, you will be graded on how well you demonstrate critical analysis and delivery of the material. Each presentation should be about 8-10 minutes long. I highly recommend using handouts and multimedia to make these both interesting and informative. 

You are required to write a total of three 4-5 page critical essays that accompany your presentations. Essays are due on the very first day of presentations. Remember: this is an essay, not a summary or outline or material that is “cut and pasted” from outside sources (this goes for rough drafts as well).  I also expect documentation of any outside source in MLA format.  This means NO PLAGIARISM! (See below.)  If you don’t know MLA or need help… ASK!  I will post resources on Blackboard that will help.

Classroom Behavior: This course is primarily discussion based. This means that participation is MANDATORY. A lack of participation will significantly affect your grade. Come to all classes prepared to talk about the reading materials. When a majority of the class has not done the reading, class discussion is curtailed and a quiz results. Also, be prepared to give extensive feedback to your fellow students on their writing and on their oral presentations. Class etiquette is extremely important for this course. We will be having several small and large group discussions, as well as presentations. It is extremely rude to carry on another conversation while someone else is talking, whether it is me or one of your classmates. If you can’t possibly pay attention, i.e. texting, reading other material, then you should leave, and I reserve the right to ask students to leave the class at any time (this will be recorded as an absence). 
Have courtesy and respect for yourself, your fellow classmates, and your instructor.  I shall endeavor to earn your respect and hope you will do me the same courtesy by complying with some simple rules: NO SEXUAL HARASSMENT, AND NO PERSECUTION OF ANYONE BASED ON PHYSICAL HANDICAP, RELIGIOUS BELIEF, PERSONAL BELIEF, GENDER, SEXUAL ORIENTATION, OR RACIAL BACKGROUND.  I would also appreciate it if you try not to speak out of turn.  Allow the person speaking to complete their thought before you begin to talk (this not only shows respect, it shows you are listening).  This is not the 13th-grade of high school so conduct yourselves properly.  
All electronic equipment should be turned off/silenced.  Laptops are not necessary.  Laptops may be used in class only by students having a special need for purposes of note-taking or other classroom activities.  Students with such a need should make specific arrangements with me.  No student may use a laptop in class without a prior arrangement.
Attendance Policy: Because this class is heavily based on in-class discussion, group work, and writing, your attendance is required at every class session.  If I see that you are excessively non-attentive by sleeping, studying/reading material for another class, on IM, texting, etc I will ask that you leave and mark you absent for that class period.  Missing more than two classes will lower your grade by a 1/2 of a letter grade per absence.  Missing more than 5 absences will fail you for the course.  If you are out for a legitimate reason, i.e. a family funeral, or severe sickness, then legitimate documentation is required when you return to class to have these absences excused.  Be on time for class: two tardies (of 5 minutes or more) will count as one absence—leaving early counts as a tardy.  Also, be considerate and do not interrupt a presentation if you are arriving late.
The University Speaking Center:

Hours of operation: Monday 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. Tuesday – Thursday 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. and Friday 9 a.m. to noon.  Call 256-1346 to schedule an appointment.

The Writing Center: The Writing Center is open Monday through Thursday 9:00 a.m. – 8:00 p.m., Friday 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m., and Sunday evenings from 6:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.  You can call 334-3125 for an appointment, or just drop in.

Plagarism: I expect you to abide by the Academic Integrity Policy.  Using someone else’s words or ideas as your own on any assignment is plagiarism.  It is a violation of the Academic Integrity Policy as defined in the Student Handbook on-line.  Plagiarism is grounds for failing and being dismissed from the course.  (Check the Academic Integrity policy on-line:  

http://academicintegrity.uncg.edu.)

Special Accommodations: The Americans with Disabilities Act provides for special considerations for individuals with certain disabilities, including learning disabilities.  Students with documentation of special needs should arrange to see me about accommodations as soon as possible.  You must first register with the Disabilities office on campus before such accommodations can be made.  Please contact me and/or the office of Disability Services at 334-5440.

Important Dates:

Labor Day break: 9.1
Initial Presentations: 9.29 – 10.3
Midterm Presentations: 11.3 – 11.7 

Last day to drop without academic penalty: 10.17

Fall Break: 10.21-22

T-Giving break: 11.26-28 

Last day of class: 12.8  

Final Presentations:  12.12 (8-11)
Weekly Schedule:

Week 1: Intro, setup, writings, proposals

8.25 Intro to class, self-reflexive write up

8.27 WM Portfolios and Ethnographies, also Ehrenreich’s excerpt 

from Nickel-and-Dimed, Fears write up
8.29 “Minimum Wage” ep in class
Week 2: “Minimum Wage” continued 
9.1 Labor Day

9.3 Gilder’s “The Dirge of Triumph” and Eyal’s “Poverty Reduction and Equality with Strong 

Incentives”

9.5 “Binge Drinking Mom” ep in class and Kinzie/Holman’s “Lower drinking age…”
Week 3: “Immigration”

9.8 Episode in class

9.10 Cole’s “Five Myths about Immigration” and Imhoff’s “Sovereignty and Security”

9.12 Kukathas’s “The Case for Open Immigration”


Journals Due
Week 4: “Animal Rights”

9.15 Episode in class

9.17 Holtug’s “Equality for Animals” and Boyle’s “Carnal Knowledge”

9.19 Frey’s “Animals and Their Medical Use”

Week 5: “Off the Grid”

9.22 Episode in class

9.24 Will’s “Being Green at Ben and Jerry’s” and Callicott’s “The Intrinsic Value of Nature in 

Public Policy”

9.26 Norton’s “Values in Nature: A Pluralistic Approach” and Brown and Postel’s “Thresholds 

of Change”

Week 6: First Essays/Presentations
9.29 - 10.3 Review through the week

Week 7: “Jail”

10.6 Episode in class

10.8 Ryberg’s “Victim Restitution: For What and to Whom?” 

10.10 Cressey’s “Warehousing Criminals” and Wilson’s “Thinking About Crime”


Journals Due
Week 8: “Gun Nation”

10.13 Episode in class

10.15 Desuka’s “Why Handguns Must Be Outlawed”

10.17 Thompson’s “Concealed Carry Prevents Violent Crimes”

Week 9: A long way gone 
10.20 Fall Break

10.22 A long way gone 4-51

10.24 A long way gone 52-99
Week 10: A long way gone…
10.27 pgs 100-137

10.29 pgs 138-178

(10.30 Ishmael Beah at the Aycock Auditorium 7pm)
10.31 pgs 179-218


Journals Due
Week 11: Second Presentations

11.3 – 11.7Presentations and review through the week

Week 12: “Outsourcing”

11.10 Episode in class

11.12  Wallison’s “Financial Job Flight” and Risen’s “Missed Target”

11.14 Lynn’s “Unmade in America”
Week 13: “Wheelchair”

11.17 Episode in class

11.19 Roth’s “Handicap as a Social Construct”

11.21 Zola’s “Self, Identity, and the Naming Question: Reflections on the Language of 

Disability”

Week 14: “Indian Reservation”

11.24 Excerpts of episode in class, Crow Dog and Erdoes’s “Civilize Them with a Stick”

11.26/28 T-Giving

Week 15: “Pro-choice/Pro-life”

12.1 Episode in class

12.3 Lee and George’s “The Wrong of Abortion”

12.5 Little’s “The Moral Permissibility of Abortion”

12.8 Wrap up and prep for final presentations


Journals Due
12.12 Exam Day: Third/Final Presentations (8-11)

This weekly schedule is tentative and is subject to change.  I will provide you with the necessary handouts if that should happen.

Speech/Essay Rubric

Name: ____________________________________    Date:_______PRIVATE 

Topic: ___________________________________      Grade:  _____

Outline/Essay - 

Content:



5
4
3
2
1
X6 = _______  

Was the content supporting the topic original, unique?

Was the specific purpose appropriate?

Was the specific purpose adapted to the audience?

Did the speaker seem knowledgeable of the topic?

Did the speaker support key ideas with good material?

Was the wording clear?

Were transitions used effectively?

Was the language adapted to the audience?

Format:
 


5
4
3
2
1
X3 = _______  

Was the proper MLA format used:


Proper parenthetical citations?


Proper Works Cited?
Did the outline/essay match the delivered speech?

Organization:


5
4
3
2
1
X5 = _______  

Did the introduction gain attention?

Was the thesis stated in the introduction?

Were the main points clearly stated?

Was an appropriate ordering of points used?

Was the conclusion a good summary?

Was the conclusion effective?

Speech - 
Delivery:



5
4
3
2
1
X6 = _______  

Did the speaker maintain a spontaneous delivery?

Did the speaker maintain good eye contact?

Was the speaker involved/enthusiastic with vocal variety and emphasis?

Was articulation effective?

Was nonverbal communication effective/appropriate?

Was posture acceptable?

Did the speaker appear at ease?

Were visual aids (if included) used appropriately?

Did the speaker adhere to the time framework?
Major Strengths:



Major area(s) needing work:
