ENGLISH COMPOSITION: 101-7

Crossing Borders 

Fall 2008

Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays: 9:00am – 9:50am

Bryan Building

Room 111

Contacting Me: 

Erin Houlihan
E-mail: ekhoulih@uncg.edu
I check my e-mail once a day in the morning, so please allow for a 24-hour response time.

Office Hours: TBA

Location: Moore Humanities Building, Room 3210, Cubicle C

Required Texts:

►Beah, Ismael. A Long Way Gone: Memoirs of a Boy Soldier. New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2007.

►Graff, Gerald, and Cathy Birkenstein. They Say I Say: The Moves That Matter in Academic Writing. New York: Norton, 2006. 

►Norgaard, Rolf, ed. Composing Knowledge: Readings for College Writers. New York: Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2007. 

►Grabow, Brandy L., Laurie Lyda, and Melissa J. Richard, eds. Writing Matters. 4th ed. Dubuque: Kendall/Hunt, 2008.

►E-Reserve Readings – These can be found on Blackboard. Please print out these documents and bring them to class for our discussions. I like to keep all of my readings in a three-ring binder. Carolina Thrift sells them cheaper than anywhere else, if you don’t mind using a slightly used binder. 

Course Goals:

The Undergraduate Bulletin defines English 101 as a course in which, “Students read and write in varied forms, styles, and lengths. Goals include developing ideas and revising writing, experimenting with aims and approaches in producing writing, and understanding appeals to various audiences.”
►Content Goals: 

1. Examine and utilize some of the many stages of writing like pre-writing, drafting, editing, work shopping, and revising; understand it is also a complex process that involves a variety of skills like speaking, listening and reading….

2. Improve our formal and informal writing through the use of composition styles like personal narrative, persuasive writing, and critical essays…

3. Discover how writing can help us cross into unfamiliar territories like academia, technology, and new living spaces….

►Big Picture Goals: 

1. Explore how we can use writing in our future fields of study or careers…

2. Practice critical thinking, evaluation, analysis and conceptualization of abstract concepts; become more aware of our learning processes…

3. Improve our ability to work collectively in groups…

Online/Technology Requirements:

►Active E-Spartan Email Address

►Blackboard Account

►Printing Access

Assignments:

►Points of Interest Journal: On every class with required reading, you will be required to bring one point of interest that you would like to share relating to the day’s assigned texts. These points of interest will be archived as part of your writing journal and should be a few sentences long. They will track your developing knowledge throughout the course and force you to think critically about the reading assignments. The journal entries will be collected periodically for review and graded for completion. Occasionally, you may be asked to share your points of interest with the class to begin the day’s discussion. Journals will also be used for in class writing and should be brought to class everyday. When writing your points of interest you may want to think about:

· Questions you had about the reading…

· Ways of envisioning the information…

· Thoughts or ideas that you have while reading…

· How these readings might relate to the larger assignments…

· How the readings may address any problems you encounter in writing… 

►Personal Narrative (3-5 pages): This assignment will familiarize us with writing common to personal journals and memoirs. Based upon what we have learned about narratives from Ishmael Beah’s A Long Way Gone and from our class discussions, you will construct a partially fictional personal narrative. You will then be required to reflect upon the rhetorical choices that motivated your fictionalizations. Your other option is to write a personal narrative that analyzes the impact that a cultural artifact has had upon your life. You will be graded on your attention to audience, relevant use of details and/or dialogue, organizational technique, identifiable purpose, and quality of reflection.

►Persuasive Paper (5 pages): In this paper, you will select a controversial issue relevant to technology. Write a persuasive essay arguing you view on the issue. Be sure to address current arguments on the topic, note opposing viewpoints, and utilize rhetorical strategies. You will be graded upon your use of convincing rhetoric and supporting research. An assignment sheet will follow with more details on specific project requirements and potential essay topics.

►Critical Essay (7-8 pages): This final work will be a way to display all of the learning and writing you have done this semester. Utilizing your skills in MLA citation, research, organization, persuasion, and literary analysis, write an essay exploring a literary facet of either Beah’s text or some of the short stories discussed in class. Your thesis statement can be either exploratory or argumentative, but should be well documented and explained with at least five secondary sources. You must also submit your thesis statement on your proposed topic. An assignment sheet will follow with more details on specific project requirements

►Portfolio: Your final grade will be an archive of your writing progress in English 101 and demonstrate some of your best writing products. This collection will consist of: a table of contents, revised points of interest, drafts, at least two of the three larger writing assignments, samples of in class writing, and a two-page reflection letter on your progress over the semester. You should aim to include about twenty pages of polished writing in your portfolio. Because it is necessary to include all of your first drafts with your revisions, please save all of the writing you do during the semester. 
►Conferencing/Workshops: As part of your participation grade, you will be required to attend several conferences with me in which we discuss your assignments and class progress. Please come to these conferences with a few questions or concerns in mind that you would like to discuss in order to maximize our conference time. Additionally, we will do several workshops over the course of the semester in which we rely on peer feedback to improve our drafts. Bringing the required number of drafts to workshop is vital to your participation grade. 

Grading:

►Attendance/Points of Interest/Contributions to Discussions: 10%

►Workshop/Conference Participation: 10%

►Writing Assignments (Formal and Informal): 30%

►Portfolio: 50%

Attendance: Students will be allowed three (3) absences during the course of the semester with no questions asked. However, because this course is designed to build on classroom activities, more than three absences will result in a reduction of the final course grade by 3% per absence. Additional absences will be excused in cases of medical or family emergencies at the teacher’s discretion. 

Turning in Assignments: As a student, I have missed many hours of sleep to ensure that my assignments were turned in on time. I hold everyone in my class to the same standard of completing papers by the scheduled due date. If your draft is not completed on time, your assignment grade will be reduced 3% for every day that it is late. In turn, I will try to have a minimal turn-around time for returning your papers. Additionally, I do not accept electronic submission of writing assignments. Please staple and bring in the required number of hard copies on the scheduled due date. 

Academic Integrity: Because much of this course is designed to help you facilitate your own thoughts and ideas, plagiarism and cheating will not be tolerated. To avoid confusion about plagiarism, we will have lessons on how to document all of our sources in proper MLA style. If a student is caught borrowing someone else’s ideas without proper documentation, falsifying information, or cheating, the results will be either a required re-write, a drastic reduction in the final course grade or referral to campus authorities. Please see me if you have any questions on the subject or consult the school’s web page on academic integrity at http://academicintegrity.uncg.edu/complete/.

Distraction Policy: I operate under the principle that distractions in the classroom should be minimized to make the most out of our limited time. In other words, please silence cell phones and avoid texting to refrain from distracting other students. Additionally, you may find yourself sleepy from staying up all night to ensure that your assignments are handed in on time. However, if you are sleeping in class, you will receive an absence for the day.  

Additional Resources:

►Student Academic Services: 334-5730

►Student Success Center: 334-7533

►Writing Center: 334-3125

You will receive extra credit if I am notified of your visit to the writing center. If you go, please bring a copy of your assignment to help the writing center consultants understand your project. 

     Hours: Monday-Thursday 9am-8pm

                 Friday 9am-3pm

    Sunday 5pm-8pm

Disability/Learning Difference Services:

Students who need course accommodation for learning differences should contact the Office of Disability Services at 334-5440. For more information, visit their website at http>//ods.dept.uncg.edu/

