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Rhetoric and Composition


Course Description: This course is designed to facilitate students’ entry into the university and college-level (academic) writing by further developing students’ analytical reading, critical thinking, and formal writing skills.

Student Learning Outcomes: At the completion of this course, the student will be able to

-- write and evaluate arguments


-- communicate clearly and effectively


-- evaluate and use relevant information


-- understand aims and methods of intellectual discourse


-- evaluate different viewpoints

Required Texts

Writing Matters (Ed. Brandy Grabow, Laurie Lyda, Melissa J. Richard); Kendall/Hunt, 

2008. ISBN-13: 9780757554780

They Say/I Say (Gerald Graff and Cathy Birkenstein); W.W. Norton, 2006.

ISBN-3: 9780393924091

Composing Knowledge. (Ed. Rolf Norgaard); Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2007.

ISBN-13: 9780312153137

Readings: All listed readings are to be found in the required texts (listed above). Additional readings may be assigned throughout the semester. Readings not included in the required texts will be made available to you through other means….

Participation and Attendance: Participation constitutes 20% of your final course grade. It will be evaluated according to evidence of having done the assigned reading, engagement in class lectures, discussions, and activities, direct involvement in class discussions and activities, and attendance. You must be present for at least half of the class period (twenty-five minutes or more) in order to receive credit for attendance that day.  Three tardies will be counted as one absence. More than three unexcused absences over the course of the semester will result in a significant lowering of your final participation grade.

Exceptions: I understand that not all contingencies can be planned for, and that on occasion exceptions may be called for.  As the instructor, I reserve the right to make such exceptions in special cases.  These decisions will be made on a case-by-case basis according to its particulars.  If you ever feel that such an exception is warranted, discuss the matter with me in a timely fashion.

Assignments: In addition to being responsible for doing all of the assigned reading for the semester, you will also be required to write five “responses” to assigned readings, to be posted in the Discussion Board folder of the class Blackboard site. Postings should be approximately 300-500 words each and will be evaluated according to the level of thought and consideration evidenced in/by them, as well as by the quality of the writing. There will also be three three- to four-page, formal papers assigned (due dates are noted on the schedule below).

Portfolios: Your portfolio is a collection of the work that you have done over the course of the semester. It will constitute a significant percentage of your final grade for the course. Your portfolio will include the following:

I. A Table of Contents

II. An overview of your portfolio describing what is included


III. All written assignments done outside of class (i.e. five written responses to the 

reading(s), and three longer formal papers) – including all complete drafts and new, revised drafts
IV. A conclusion, in which you discuss your development as a writer over the 

course of the semester, and how that development is evidenced in your portfolio

(We will discuss portfolios further in class throughout the course of the semester….)

Paper Format: Papers should be typed in Times New Roman, twelve-point font, double-spaced.  All papers should include in the upper left corner of the first page a heading with the course title, the author’s name, and the date; subsequent pages should be numbered in the upper right-hand corner, with the author’s (i.e., your) name appearing with the page number.  The paper should be stapled in the upper left-hand corner.

Grades: Your final grade for the course will be calculated according to the following:


Reading responses (Discussion Board postings)

20%


Formal Papers






30%


Portfolio






30%


Participation






20%

Academic Integrity Policy: The Academic Integrity Policy of UNCG is based on

the following fundamental values of academic integrity: honesty; trust; fairness; respect; responsibility. All violations of the Policy are violations of the value of honesty but may also create questions related to trust, fairness, respect, and responsibility.” (http://academicintegrity.uncg.edu/complete/)

Violations include, but are not limited to, the following, as included at the UNCG Academic Integrity Policy website (http://academicintegrity.uncg.edu/complete/): “cheating,” “plagiarism,” “misuse of academic resources,” “falsification,” and “facilitating academic dishonesty.”


You are expected to know and adhere to this policy. It will be strictly enforced.


Class Schedule


[Note: This schedule is subject to change. Changes will be announced and should be noted by you on your copy of the syllabus/schedule….]
Text Abbreviations (for Readings)

WM
Writing Matters

TS/IS
They Say/I Say
CK
Composing Knowledge

Introduction

Week 1

25 August

Intro. to Course




Writing as Process – and the Process of Writing

27 August

On (the English) Language

On (“Good”) Writing

29 August

Diagnostic Writing

Week 2

1 September

[No Class]
3 September

Entering Academic Discourse

Reading: “Entering the Conversation” (CK)

Register and Tone

Reading: “Ain’t So/Is Not” (TS/IS)

5 September

Reading: “What Are Universities For?” (CK)
Reading and Responding

Week 3

8 September

How to Read – and Why

Reading: “The Art of Reading” (WM)

Reading: “Why We Read: Canon to the Right of Me” (CK)

10 September

Understanding What We Read




Author and Audience

Reading: “They Say” (TS/IS)

12 September

Thesis Statements and Introductions




Reading: “Disliking Books at an Early Age” (CK)

Week 4

15 September

Paper 1 Assigned
Responding Appropriately to Assignment Prompts

Reading: “Learning the Language” (CK)
17 September

Summarizing and/vs. Paraphrasing 

Reading: “Her Point Is” (TS/IS)

19 September

Quoting

Reading: “As He Himself Puts It” (TS/IS)

Week 5

22 September

Reading: “The Human Cost of an Illiterate

Society” (CK)

24 September

Conclusions and Titles



Reading: “Dancing with Professors: The Trouble

with Academic Prose” (CK)
26 September

Revising, Editing, and Proofreading




Reading: “What Do We Talk About When We

Talk About Flow?” (WM)

Week 6

29 September

Peer Editing/Draft Workshopping




Reading: “‘But a Donkey Didn’t Write That Paper:

I Did!’” (WM)
1 October

Draft Workshop
Forming and Constructing an Argument

3 October

Paper 1 Due 

On Argument

Reading:  “Yes/No/Okay, But” (TS/IS)
Week 7

6 October

Reading: “Of Ideas and Data” (CK)




Reading: “Story Skeletons and Story-Fitting” (CK)




8 October

Structure and Organization




Reading: “Seeing” (CK)

10 October

Reading: “And Yet” (TS/IS)




Reading: “In Plato’s Cave” (CK)




Paper 2 Assigned
Week 8

13 October

Evidence and Support

15 October

Addressing the Opposition

Reading: “Skeptics May Object” (TS/IS)

17 October

Reading: “So What? Who Cares?” (TS/IS)
Week 9

20 October

[No Class]
22 October

Reading: “In Your Facebook.com” (CK)

24 October

Draft Workshop 2
Engaging with/in Academic Discourse

Week 10

27 October

Paper 2 Due
Reading: “Rethinking Research” (WM)

29 October

Finding/Identifying a Topic

31 October

Reading: “What is Science?” (CK)

Week 11

3 November

Documentation: MLA, APA, CSE

Reading: “The Essential Tension: Tradition and

Innovation in Scientific Research” (CK)
5 November

On Researching

Reading: “Become Dot.Competent” (WM)
7 November

On Note-Taking

Reading: “How Male and Female Students Use Language 

Differently” (CK)
Week 12

10 November

Presentations

12 November

Presentations

14 November

Presentations

Week 13

17 November 

[TBA]
19 November

Draft Workshop 3
Portfolios

21 November

Paper 3 Due




On Portfolios

Week 14

24 November

[Independent Work]

26 November

[No Class]
28 November

[No Class]
Week 15

1 December

Portfolio Draft Workshop 1
3 December

Portfolio Draft Workshop 2
5 December

Portfolios Due
Week 16

8 December

Conclusion(s)
15 December 

Final Exam Period (8:00-11:00)
