English 101-18 

Fall 2008

MWF 1:00 – 1:50






Instructor: Brandy Grabow

Email: blgrabow@uncg.edu





Office: MHRA 3112A
Dept. Mailbox: GRA 212 





Office Phone: 334-5837









Office Hours: MWF 11-12 or by appt. 
The experience of studenthood is the experience of being just so far over one’s head that it is both realistic and necessary to work at survival.  Mina Shaughnessy

Welcome to the University!   

Wait, you are thinking, doesn’t she mean, “Welcome to UNCG!”?  Nope.  When I say University, I mean welcome to a specific community of people who are engaged in the pursuit of knowledge, who speak (and write) in a specific style, and who value a critical engagement with some aspect of the world around them.  Now, I’m sure you just want to know what all of that means.  Well, that is what this course is all about.  Through our reading, writing, and discussions we will attempt to understand the University, your position within it, and its connection to the rest of the world.  

English 101 is a course that will help you develop your writing, reading, and critical thinking abilities.  In order to accomplish this goal you must have the strength to be open to the people and the world around you, the courage to share your own voice and writing, and the patience to listen when others speak.  Understanding the rhetorical nature of composition will provide you with a control over your writing, which will help you find the strength, courage, and (probably most importantly) the patience to work on your writing, reading, and critical thinking abilities.  


Required texts and materials:

Reading Materials:

1. They Say I Say – Gerald Graff & Cathy Birkenstein ISBN-13: 978-0-393-92409-1

2. A Long Way Gone – Ishmael Beah ISBN-13:  978-0-374-10523-5

3. Composing Knowledge – Rolf Norgaard ISBN-13: 978-0-312-15313-7

4. Writing Matters –  ISBN: 978-0-7575-5478-0

Online Requirements:        

        1.  Online access (available in the library or any computer lab on campus if you don’t have a home computer)

        2.  Active E-Spartan Email Address (Check this daily)

        3.  Blackboard Account-- login/password provided when you open your student computer accounts. (Check this daily)

        4.  Printing access, either in the library, in another computer lab on campus, or with a home printer.  

        5.  Access to a computer with word processing programs (Microsoft Word or Open Office – a free program that can be downloaded from the Internet) and Adobe Acrobat Reader.  These are NECESSITIES, since the documents you need to print/download from Blackboard are in these formats).

Learning Goals:
· To understand, practice, and actively engage in the steps of the writing process

· Interpret and evaluate argumentative discourse, including writing, speech, and visual texts

· Communicate arguments clearly, coherently, and effectively (through not only thoughtful content, but proper documentation, formatting, grammar, etc)

· Construct convincing arguments and hone writing processes /skills

· Locate, synthesize, and evaluate information 

· Weigh evidence and evaluate the arguments of differing viewpoints

· Demonstrate an understanding of the aims and methods of intellectual discourse

Attendance:
In addition to the written elements of this course, your daily participation in this class (i.e. speaking in class) is an essential part of your grade.  If you do not attend class, you cannot participate in class, which will harm your grade.    

Attendance will be taken daily.  I do not distinguish between excused and unexcused absences.  If you are absent from this class more than five times, which is the equivalent of two weeks of class, You. Will. Fail.  

(Exceptional circumstances will be taken into consideration at my discretion.)  

Conferences: 

Since not every questioned can be resolved in a fifty minute class period, I am also available during office hours to answer questions or address concerns about assignments, readings, or presentations.  One beginning of the semester “getting to know you” conference will be required as a part of your participation grade.   One other conference will be required.  You and your Editor will meet with me following the return of one of our assignments.  You may earn extra participation points for meeting me for two other conferences before November 24th.  Keep in mind that if you wait until the last minute to schedule a conference with me, I may not be available.  

Conferences are for your benefit.  Please come prepared with specific questions about assignments or readings that you would like to discuss. If my scheduled office hours do not work for you, please email me and we can work out a better time to meet.  

Late Work: 

I do not accept late papers/work.  If you anticipate being absent the day an assignment is due, make arrangements to get it to me ahead of time.  This is as true for daily work as it is for formal assignments.  A late paper/assignment will earn a zero for the assignment.   If you sense a problem may come up, you need to make an effort to contact me at least 24 hours in advance.  

The Writing Center:

Since this course requires considerable amounts writing, the Writing Center is a valuable resource which I encourage you to use.  It is located in room 3211 in the MHRA building.  The Writing Center consultants can help you at any stage of the writing process.   You are required to visit the Writing Center at least once this semester as a portion of your participation grade.  As with individual conferences with me, if you wait until the end of the semester you may not be able to schedule an appointment.  

Plagiarism and Other Forms of Academic Dishonesty:
All verified cases of academic dishonesty (including cheating and plagiarism – the use of another’s text or ideas without proper credit and citation) will be reported to the proper university officials and may earn students a variety of instructor-imposed sanctions, from having to repeat the assignment to failing the course.  Such reported cases will put the students at risk of university sanctions against cheating, which include expulsion from the university as one of many consequences.  Please see UNCG’s.  “Academic Integrity Policy” online at <http://studentconduct.uncg.edu/policy/academicintegrity/> or in the Undergraduate Bulletin. 

Disability Services:

Students with any sort of disability who need accommodations for any of their courses should contact the Office of Disability Services at 334-5440.   For more information visit their website at http://ods.dept.uncg.edu/

General Classroom Guidelines:

· Students are solely responsible for personal conduct and assigned work.  You must take responsibility for your own learning and behavior in this course.  I’ll be here to guide you, but, ultimately, learning (and your level of learning) is your choice. 

· Respect others’ comments and contributions to class discussions.  If you ridicule what someone else has said in a derogatory or disrespectful manner, you will be asked to leave the class for that period and allowed back in only after a private conference with me. 

· Turn off (not silence or vibrate) all cellular/digital/technological/noisemaking devices.  There will be no need for you to use your laptop in this class.  Please keep it turned off and in your bag.   

· Since we only have a fifty minute class period, we will make full use of our time.  Please do not begin to pack up your stuff before class has been dismissed.  It is rude enough to do to an instructor; however, if it occurs during a fellow student’s presentation you will loose participation points for the day.  

Evaluation: 






Grading Scale (10 point): 

Participation – 20%





100 – 90 = A+/A/A-

Responses – 10%





89 – 80 = B+/B/B-

Editorial Work – 15%





79 - 70 = C+/C/C-

Drafts – 15%






69 – 60 = D+/D/D-

Portfolio – 40%






59 – below = F




Participation:
This course depends heavily on large and small group work and participation.  However, this does not mean that you simply receive credit for dragging your body to class.  While in class you need to be visibly engaged with whatever task is at hand, whether it is discussion, writing, or working in pairs. Participation includes conferences, your in-class engagement and preparation, and free writes, brainstorming, etc.  

Responses: 
Over the course of the semester you will write 5 Response Papers.  The prompts for each of these responses will be posted to Blackboard.  At the end of the semester you will choose one response to revise and include in your portfolio.  

Editorial Work:

Throughout the semester you will work in Editorial Pairs.  As your partners editor you will read and review drafts of their writing.  You will provide feedback to help the author meet the goals of the assignment and the personal goals you will set together at the beginning of the semester.  At the end of the semester you will review your author’s portfolio and provide a concluding editor’s statement for the portfolio.  Details about this work will be provided over the course of the semester. 
Drafts:
In addition to the readings, response papers, and editorial work you will compose three essays over the course of the semester.  You will receive credit for each essay when it is first submitted to me.  Once you’ve received feedback from your editor and myself, you will have the opportunity to revise your essay for inclusion in your portfolio.  

Portfolio: 

At the end of the semester, you will compile your best work into a portfolio of polished writing.  This will include revisions of your essays, one revised response paper, a reflective portfolio letter, and a concluding Editor’s Statement all presented in a neat and organized fashion.  Details of the portfolio assignment will be discussed in class.  

