English Composition 101-20/73
MWF 12:00-12:50/MWF 1:00-1:50 Bryan 106
Instructor: Jeremy Aufrance 




phone: 334-9846
Office Hours: MWF 11:00-11:50 and by appointment 

Office: 115 McIver
Mailbox: 3114 MHRA





email: jjaufran@uncg.edu
Course Description:

This course is designed to help you become better readers, writers, and critical thinkers. With a little luck and effort, this course will help you devise strategies not only for this semester, but for other college and career writing as well. In this class your voice and style will not be banned; as a matter of fact, they are required. To be successful, develop your writing persona, an awareness of audience, and a sense of purpose; these tools make your rhetoric stronger.

We’ll discuss how to develop tone (persona), how to develop and manipulate ideas (message/ purpose), and how readers (audience) affect both persona and message. We will have a lot of discussions, in small groups and as a class. These groups will be an important part of your success. Ultimately, through this class, I hope you develop confidence in your writing, recognize the writing tools you already own, and take fun and interesting chances. The best writers take chances. And this is scary, but we’ll be reading our work out loud at times. It’s a good method for editing. Save all drafts of your work!

Required Texts:

Joseph Kelly, ed: The Seagull Readers: Essays, 2e (ISBN-13: 9780393930924)

Ishmael Beah, A Long Way Gone: Memoirs of a Boy Soldier (ISBN-10: 0374105235)
Items on e-reserve through Blackboard
Required Additional Materials:

Three-ring binder 
Paper and writing utensil brought daily

Student Learning goals for English 101 include:

· Writing and evaluating arguments

· Communicating clearly and effectively

· Evaluating and using relevant information
· Understanding aims and methods of intellectual discourse

· Weighing evidence and evaluating the arguments of differing viewpoints.

· Interpreting and evaluating fellow students’ arguments

· Constructing cogent arguments and communicating them clearly, coherently, and effectively

Email and Blackboard:

You must have access to the internet and a UNCG email account. Even if you don’t want to use the e-Spartan system for your main email, you must have one. The reasons for this is you need to have a user name and password to access Blackboard, since this is my method of contact with you. You must check Blackboard (blackboard.uncg.edu) and your e-Spartan daily. Through Blackboard, I will make updates to assignments and make announcements. Blackboard allows for easy class communication. Do not expect me to respond to an email immediately. I will do my best to respond within 24 hours. 

General Courtesy:
· Turn off all electronic devices. A ringing telephone disrupts class and affects your grade. Please remove any Bluetooth-type items from your ears. Headphones are removed before class begins and aren’t returned until class is completed. Failure to do this also affects your grade.
· Laptops may be used in class only to take notes pertaining to our class or to view documents on our Blackboard website.  Any student who uses a laptop for any non-classroom activity during class time will not be allowed to use a laptop in class again. To be perfectly clear:  one violation means no laptop use.
· The five values listed in your Student Code of Conduct are Honesty, Trust, Fairness, Respect, and Responsibility. A good way to live life, a good way to behave in class.
· Expect your fellow students to have different views than you. Keep the feelings of others in mind. If you think you shouldn’t say something, don’t say it. 
Attendance:

This class relies upon your active participation. For that reason, you are excused only three days, the equivalent of a week of class. After this point, your participation grade will lower one letter grade per absence. Showing up 10 minutes late or leaving 10 minutes early is equal to an absence. If you are doing work from another class, texting a friend, or sleeping during class, you are absent. Twelve absences (equal to a month’s worth of class) will lead to failure of the course. Three tardies (meaning after the classroom door has closed) equal an absence. In extreme cases (car accidents, hospitalization, etc.), we will work together to find a solution. In such an event, you will need a doctor’s or university- authorized excuse. If you are absent, you are responsible for obtaining any materials and completing any assignments prior to the next class meeting. Do not ask me for missed assignments. Check blackboard or ask a fellow student. If you are scheduled to make a presentation and miss class, you will fail the assignment. 

Late Assignments:

Assignments are to be turned in during class. You may turn it in to my mailbox by the end of the day and lose half a letter grade. Assignments turned in a day late will lose a letter grade. Two days late, two letter grades and so on. If you know beforehand that you will be absent the day an assignment is due, turn it in early. Items more than one week late will not be accepted. All work will be submitted both in class and through Blackboard’s Digital Dropbox. 

Portfolios must be in on time—no exceptions. Late portfolios will receive an F. 

Plagiarism/Academic Integrity:

Do Not Plagiarize. Plagiarism is the theft of words and/or ideas; it is a serious offense that could lead to expulsion from the university. Ignorance of what constitutes plagiarism is not an acceptable excuse for plagiarism. Academic dishonesty of any kind will not be tolerated and will result in a failing grade for the course. I expect all of you to adhere to the Academic Integrity Policy. You will want to familiarize yourself with this policy, which is available online at http://academicintegrity.uncg.edu.   I urge you to examine this material and consult me with any questions you may have about plagiarism and academic integrity before it becomes an issue. Students are required to write and sign the Academic Integrity Pledge on all major work submitted for this course. The pledge reads, "I HAVE ABIDED BY THE UNCG ACADEMIC INTEGRITY POLICY ON THIS ASSIGNMENT.”

The Writing Center, 3211 HHRA:

This resource is available for students who want to get feedback on drafts in progress. Tutors will teach you to develop ideas, organize, edit, compose and proofread your paper. Call 334-3125 for an appointment or stop by. 

Disability Services: 

Students with any sort of disability who need accommodations for courses should contact 334-5440.

A Brief Overview:

You will come to class having read the material and prepared to participate in class discussion. I expect you to have read not only the text but the materials associated with it. I expect you to read actively (annotating text, bringing questions, reading carefully, etc.) so you know the text before we begin. Have your comments, responses, and questions ready. You will be required to bring a question over the text at least once per week. Always bring the book and/or handouts with you. 

Basic Assignments:
Some take-home assignments will be turned in during class; ALL will be submitted through Blackboard’s digital dropbox. Please save these files either as .rtf or .doc, not .docx.

Reading Response Journal: This is out-of-class typed writing. You will write several one-page (single-spaced) responses to reading assignments. You will turn them in to me at the conclusion of class. Some questions to consider as you write: What are your expectations for the piece and were they met? How does the title inform your reading? What can you take from the piece and into your everyday life? How could the essay have been improved? Was the argument strong? What did the writer do well? What did they do poorly? 
Formal Essays: You will write three formal essays during the semester. Each will be between three and five pages. Our readings, weekly responses, discussions, and informal writings will help you write your essays.
Workshop: For each Formal Essay, we will have a workshop in which we will break into small groups to discuss how each class member’s paper could be improved. You will be given the paper at least one class period prior and will write a one-page response, providing positive and negative feedback to the writer. During class, you will discuss the paper, answering each other’s questions.
Written Workshop Response:

When we workshop in this course, you will be given at least one class period to review a classmate’s paper. As you read, you will make notes in the margins questioning spelling, structure, logic—anything that strikes you as possibly incorrect. In your one-page response to the writer, you will talk more about the strengths and weaknesses of the work. “I think this paper deserves a stronger conclusion.” “Your ability to relate to your reader is refreshing.” “I wish you’d spend more time talking about character development.” The responses will be submitted with the “final” draft.
Portfolios: As a mid-term assignment, you will submit approximately 10 polished pages to me. Your final assignment is to submit 20 polished pages. There will be further information on this shortly. I just want to warn you, again, to save every single sheet of paper you produce in this course. You will be able to use pages from pretty much every assignment, so be sure to save them. Save all drafts, free writes, and brainstorms. 
Class Participation:

Your voice, actions, and engagement with the texts and each other are important to your grade. You will lose participation points for each activity or assignment you do not complete. Major participation assignments: 
1. Writing Leader – Each student will take a turn being the in-class writing leader. This person will bring in a topic for the class to write about for the first 10 minutes of class. You should bring in something—article, website, song, video, story to read—to spark our writing. You will email me your topic and question approval two days before class.
2. Free Writes – 5 to 10 minutes and free-form. Do not worry about spelling or grammar. This will be where we will get some ideas to start the day. You revise a few of these writings to include in your final portfolio. These revisions will be edited, typed, and expanded. 

3. Conferences – You will meet with me at least twice during the semester. Each time we meet you should bring your work and questions or concerns to discuss. If we have scheduled a conference and you miss it, it is the same as missing three classes.

Grading:
Your essays will not have letter or number grades when you get them back. They will have advice on how you could make stronger arguments or present your ideas more thoroughly. Your midterm portfolio will have an approximate grade. 
Participation 
    20% (5% in-class writing, 5% misc., 10% discussion)
Response Journal   15% (out-of-class, typed writing, graded on a 0-3 scale)
Workshops
    15% (Three workshops, 5% each—written and verbal responses)

Portfolio 
    50% (mid-term and final) You must save your drafts and include them here.
English 101 Calendar

-these dates are not carved in stone-

	 
	date
	Assignment

	 
	 
	 

	1
	8/25/2008
	Introduction to English 101

	 
	8/27/2008
	“What Are Essays?” 3-21

	
	8/29/2008
	Didion “On Keeping a Notebook” 75; Zinsser “College Pressures” 396

	 
	8/29/2008
	Last day to change course or section without special permission

	 
	 
	Last day to drop course for tuition and fees refund

	2
	9/01/2008
	Labor Day-No Class

	
	9/03/2008
	Angelou “Graduation” 22

	 
	9/05/2008
	Grammar Day

	3
	9/08/2008
	Grammar Day II; Thurber “University Days” 343

	 
	9/10/2008
	Erdrich “Z: The Movie That Changed My Life” 106;  Gould “The Median Isn’t the Message” 112

	
	9/12/2008
	Hurston “How It Feels to Be Colored Me” 138; Tan “Mother Tongue” 308

	4 
	9/15/2008
	Baldwin “Stranger in the Village” 40

	
	9/17/2008
	Lott “Atonement” 217; Bring Draft of Paper One to Class

	 
	9/19/2008
	White “Once More to the Lake” 369; Workshop One

	5
	9/22/2008
	Dillard “The Stunt Pilot” 83; Second Draft of Paper One to Instructor

	 
	9/24/2008
	Conferences—No Class

	
	9/26/2008
	Conferences—No Class

	6
	9/29/2008
	Conferences—No Class

	
	10/01/2008
	Woolf “In Search of a Room of One’s Own” 380

	
	10/03/2008
	Walker “In Search of Our Mothers’ Gardens” 350

	
	10/03/2008
	Six-Weeks Grades Due

	7 
	10/06/2008
	Douglass “Learning to Read” 96

	
	10/08/2008
	Thoreau “Civil Disobedience” 321

	 
	10/10/2008
	King, Jr. “Letter from Birmingham Jail” 153; Kennedy “On the Death of the Revered Dr. Marin Luther King, Jr.” 151

	8
	10/13/2008
	Lincoln “First Inaugural Address” & “Gettysburg Address” 206, 216 

	 
	10/15/2008
	Chief Seattle “Letter to President Pierce” 283; Carson “A Fable for Tomorrow” 66; Bring Draft of Paper 2 to Class 

	
	10/17/2008
	Grimké “Speech in Pennsylvania Hall” 117; Workshop Paper 2

	9 
	10/20/2008
	Fall Break—No Class

	
	10/22/2008
	Beah, A Long Way Gone Chapters 1-8

	
	10/24/2008
	Beah, A Long Way Gone Chapters 9-13

	10
	10/27/2008
	Beah, A Long Way Gone Chapters 14-17; Midterm Portfolio Due

	
	10/29/2008
	Beah, A Long Way Gone Chapters 18-end

	
	10/31/2008
	Bérubé “Paying for Freedom” 53; 

	 11
	11/03/2008
	Conferences—No Class

	
	11/05/2008
	Conferences—No Class

	
	11/07/2008
	Conferences—No Class

	12 
	11/10/2008
	Rodriguez “Blaxicans and other Reinvented Americans” 269; Staples “Black Men and Public Space” 294

	
	11/12/2008
	Dawkins and Coyne “One Side Can Be Wrong” 69

	 
	11/14/2008
	Buckley “Why Don’t We Complain?” 60

	13
	11/17/2008
	Writing Day

	
	11/19/2008
	Brady “I Want a Wife” 57; Politt “Why Boys Don’t Play with Dolls” 253

	
	11/21/2008
	Sedaris “Me Talk Pretty One Day” 285; Baker “Recipe” 38

	14 
	11/24/2008
	Swift “A Modest Proposal” 297

	
	11/26/2008
	Thanksgiving Holiday—No Class

	 
	11/28/2008
	Thanksgiving Holiday—No Class

	15
	12/01/2008
	Lynch “Bodies in Motion and at Rest” 219  

	
	12/03/2008
	Hightower “Daddy’s Philosophy” 132; Draft of Paper 3 Due

	
	12/05/2008
	X “A Homemade Education” 224

	16 
	12/08/2008
	Final Workshop—Paper 3, Final Portfolio

	 
	12/10/2008
	101-73: Final Portfolio Drop-Off during Exam Time; Class Discussion

	
	12/12/2008
	101-20: Final Portfolio Drop-Off during Exam Time; Class Discussion


