ENG 101-21  /  ENG 101-28
MWF 12:00 – 12:50 pm / 1:00 – 1:50 pm, BRYAN 216
Instructor: Ms. Cindy Montgomery Webb
Office: MHRA  3112 B    Office Hours:  MW 2:00 – 3:00 pm
Email and Phone:  c_webb@uncg.edu ;  4-5837 

Course Description: English 101 helps students devise strategies they can use in all the writing they will do in college, especially writing in academic discourse.  You will learn skills of composing—how to come up with ideas, get them on paper, revise them, and make them interesting and acceptable to readers.    Writing well involves more than following set rules and formulas.  Rather, it means understanding and using the relationship between writers, readers, and ideas.  This course aims to help you understand that relationship by frequently engaging you in critical reading and writing activities.

During the semester, you will do a lot of writing both in and out of the classroom.  You will write for yourself and for others, analyze your peers’ texts as well as your own, reflect and respond, argue and do research.  We will discuss how to develop your own ideas, develop your own writing style and voice, and how you understand audience.  Our discussions will sometimes happen in small groups, and your work in your group is important to your success in this course.  Writing in this class will make you more confident in your ability to write for a variety of purposes and help you discover how writing matters to your thinking.   
	Learning goals for 101 include the following:
Writing and evaluating arguments 
	
Evaluating and synthesizing different viewpoints

	Communicating clearly and effectively
	Becoming confident thinkers and writers

	Evaluating and using relevant information 
	Learning the process and craft of revision

	Understanding aims and methods of intellectual discourse 
	

	Grading Policy:
On-time drafts  (6 total)
	
6 pts

	Participation (Quizzes / In class assignments)
	7 pts

	Journals   (1 pt each)
	10 pts

	Essays  (in draft form)   (3 essays, graded 1-4)               
	12 pts

	Group Project
	15 pts   

	Final Writer’s Portfolio                                            
	50 pts


Course Participation:
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Attendance and active participation are essential to the workshop and discussion format of this course.  This course is not based on lecture, but rather on forming a community of writers and readers.   If you miss more than THREE classes, expect your final grade to be lowered one letter grade for each additional absence.   Ex: If you have an A but miss four classes, your grade will be lowered to a B; if you have a B but miss five classes, your grade will be lowered to a D, etc.  If you miss SIX or more classes, you have failed this course.  I do not distinguish between “excused” and “unexcused” absences.  I reserve the right to administratively drop students from the course for poor attendance.   

Class begins promptly.  You will be considered tardy if you arrive up to five minutes late (per my watch).  If you are more than five minutes late, you will be considered absent.  The accumulation of three tardy arrivals equals one absence.  

Active participation includes coming to class prepared to discuss assigned readings and writing projects.  The needs of this class may require additional readings or exercises beyond that listed on the syllabus.   Note that participation and attendance are separate, yet connected, entities.  While you must be present to participate, your physical attendance does not equal participation.  Though this should go without saying, participation is expected of all students.  If your cell phone rings, if you are sending or receiving text messages, if you are using a laptop for purposes unrelated to English 101, or if you choose less technological means of not participating (e.g., sleeping, disrupting class, working on homework for another course, etc.), I will mark you absent for that class meeting and reserve the right to remove you from the class session.

Conferences provide you an opportunity for individual meetings with the instructor regarding papers in progress.   We will meet individually approximately three times over the course of the semester.  Your failure to attend a scheduled conference (without prior arrangements with me to cancel or reschedule) will be considered an absence.  

Writing and Course Assignments:
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Students will be asked to do a lot of writing in this course.  In addition to your larger essays, students will be asked to work on low-stakes assignments such as group activities, group presentations, and in-class writing.  In-class responses will be graded holistically.  This means that while they will not be scrutinized as much as your papers, you should still take them seriously.  In addition to in-class responses, students will be required to participate in class discussions.  To help facilitate this requirement, occasionally the class will be split up into groups and will be required to lead class discussion during the semester.  
In-Class Writing: Some class times will begin with 5 – 15 minutes of writing.  These writings should be a reflection of your thoughts for that day, which may or may not deal with the current reading.  These writings will not be graded; however, your participation in this activity will be noted and will be reflected in your grade.  
Journals: One page (single-spaced) responses to readings, discussions, or prompts.  One journal entry due ~ each week (12 journal entries total).
Draft workshops: Three drafts are required of each paper.  Be present on workshop days and bring a minimum of two hardcopy drafts that meet specified requirements for the current project.  Each draft should be the best representation of your work to date.  
Group Project: Each group will be responsible for sustaining one class discussion during the semester.  You will need to prepare ahead of time with questions, visuals, or texts to open and sustain discussion related to the reading or assignment for the day.  Details will follow.   In addition, two students will be asked to lead a portion of a class discussion any day readings are up for discussion.  Be prepared any given day. 
Portfolios: Portfolios allow you the opportunity to improve your writing over the course of the semester.  They also allow much of your grade to reflect that improvement over a number of assignments rather than on one individual final paper or exam.   Your final will be based upon a portfolio of your revised writings.  Details will follow.  In the meantime, KEEP EVERYTHING you write in this course (soft and hard copy)!

All papers should be typed and double-spaced unless otherwise indicated (i.e., journals).  Use standard MLA format  (Times New Roman 12 point font), and standard one-inch margins.  Handwritten papers will not be accepted. 

Late Assignments:  Assignments are due at the beginning of the class period noted on the syllabus.  Late papers (including drafts) will not be accepted without prior approval of the instructor.  Computer failure is no excuse for late or incomplete assignments.  Begin your work early and always back up your work on another file (USB flash drive or email file).   On-time drafts and assignments directly influence your final grade.  
Neither papers nor drafts will be accepted by email.
Resources:
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Campus Computer Labs: Even if you have a personal computer, make yourself familiar with the computer labs available on campus: 
Bryan 211, Bryan 212-213 (open until 3am), Bryan 221/ Eberhart 160 / Graham 202 /  HHP 338 / Moore 322 / SuperLab (Library)
The Writing Center:  I encourage you to use the Writing Center to get new and different perspectives on your writing.  Think of the Writing Center as an extension of the classroom community.  The staff is available to give you useful feedback.  The WC is located in 3211 HHRA and is open M-F and Sun.  Drop by, call for an appointment, or schedule an online tutoring session.  For more information, visit  http://www.uncg.edu/eng/writingcenter.   

Disability Policy:  If you have any sort of disability that could affect your performance in the class or for which you need accommodation, please contact the Office of Disability Services at 334-5440.  For more information, visit http://ods.dept.uncg.edu.

Plagiarism:  Part of your work and responsibility as a scholar is that you accept the rules and ethics of writing and documenting your outside sources.  In addition to downloading a paper off of the Internet or getting someone to write one for you, plagiarism is:

· Verbatim copying without proper acknowledgement—whether you copy a phrase, a sentence, a paragraph, or a whole paper, the source material must be introduced, in quotation marks, and documented. 

· Paraphrasing without proper acknowledgement—reworded source material must be introduced and documented; again, the length of the paraphrased material doesn’t matter—you still have to cite it! 

· Failing to acknowledge sources—any time you use sources, you need to identify the source material both within the essay and on a works cited page. 

· Use of other's ideas without acknowledgement. 
When you submit work, your reputation as a writer is at stake.  Do not risk your grade on an essay or in the course by either deliberately or accidentally plagiarizing.  Visit http://academicintegrity.uncg.edu for more information on the University’s Academic Integrity policy.   Plagiarism may result in a F for the assignment, for the class, or even dismissal from the university.  When in doubt, always cite.  

Waiver: This syllabus is subject to change at my discretion. I will hand out changes in written form as an addendum to the syllabus.  The course goals and objectives will not change.  

 



    
  



 101 Schedule for Fall 2008
WM = Writing Matters,  SS = Subject & Strategy,  ALWG = A Long Way Gone,   BB = Blackboard Readings (author’s last name identifies readings)

	Dates
	In-class
	Assignments / Readings due

	Week One
	
	

	M   8/25
	Intro to class, syllabus
	

	W   8/27
	Discuss readings
	“English 101: A Primer” WM   3-6

“Speaking Mythbusters: Can You Make the Grade?” WM  53-5

	F   8/29
	Rhetoric
	“Fundamental Concepts of Rhetoric” WM   7-15 
“The Art of Reading” WM 27-31
“How to Say Nothing in 500 Words” SS Roberts  227-9
Bring to class a piece of your own writing that “says nothing.”  
Journal 1 due

	
	
* Fri  8/29 = Last day to drop course for tuition and fees refund

	Week Two
	
	

	M  9/1
	Holiday  - no class
	

	W  9/3
	Rhetoric, Plagiarism
	“Steal This MP3 File: What Is Theft?” SS
“The Truth About Lying” SS

“Academic Integrity” WM  16-21

	F   9/5
	Discuss reading
	“On Truth and Lies in a Nonmoral Sense” Nietzsche  BB 
Journal 2 due

	Week Three
	
	

	M  9/8
	Discuss reading
	“Plagiarism and Decolonization” BB
Journal 3 due

	W  9/10
	Discuss reading, workshops, drafts
	“Making the Move from ‘Peer Editing’ to Writing Workshops” WM  32-7

“What Do We Talk about When We Talk about Flow?” WM 48-52
“Shitty First Drafts” Lamott SS 44-8

	F   9/12
	Workshop
	Draft 1, Paper 1 due

	Week Four
	
	

	M  9/15
	In class writing project
	Draft 2, Paper 1 Due
“A Modest Proposal” SS  597-604
”Where Two or More Are Gathered: Writing Collaboratively” WM  38-44

	W  9/17
	Group Presentations
In class writing project
	“How to Write About Africa” Wainaina  BB  

	F   9/19
	Presentations   cont’d
In class writing project
	“How to Write About….” Due

	Week Five
	
	

	M  9/22
	Group Presentation
	“Ain’t I A Woman?” SS  394-6
“What Is Poverty?” SS  376-9
Journal 4 due

	W  9/24
	Group Presentation
	“Aravaipa Canyon” SS  123-7
“Trying to Save Piggy Sneed” Irving  BB  

Journal 5 due

	F   9/26
	Workshop
	Draft 1, Paper 2 due

	Save the Date:

	
	
	

	M 10/20
	Fall Break
	11/26 – 11/30
	Holiday Break

	R 10/30  7pm
	Ishmael Beah at UNCG
	M 12/8
	Last Day of Classes

	R 11/6
	One Book, Many Voices Conference
	
	Exam Period


Required texts and materials:


A Long Way Gone : Memoirs of a Boy Soldier  �Ishmael Beah;  Farrar, Straus, Giroux: 2008


Subject & Strategy: A Writer’s Reader  �Ed. Eschholz & Rosa,  Bedford/St. Martin’s: 2008


Writing Matters  �4th edition  Kendall/Hunt: 2008.  


Various e-reserve / Blackboard readings accessible via Internet access


about $15 for printing drafts and BB  readings 


a college dictionary 


a flash drive/usb stick


thin three-pronged folder for portfolio 
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