ENG 101-29
161 Eberhart

MWF 9-9:50 

(Fall 2008)

Instructor: Andrew Pisano

Office: HHRA 3112

Email: ampisano@uncg.edu (preferred method of contact)

Office Hours: MWF 10-11AM

and by appointment

Course Description
In order to succeed as scholars and professionals it is important to have refined skills as readers, thinkers, and writers. Through this process of refinement, students will engage with a series of critical essays, texts, articles, and cinema which all serve to encourage explorative thinking and assist in developing an acute cognizance of how you, the student, fit into the classroom, University, community, and world around you. Think of these narratives not only as applicable to this course, but to all facets of your academic and professional life. Therefore, students should expect this course to be both writing and reading intensive which will entail daily in-class writing, group work, assigned reading, formal MLA style revision, and daily class discussion. All material assigned will be relevant to class discussion. And remember, in order to be a successful writer you must first learn to be an adept and responsible reader.

Goals  
· Develop effective listening skills as part of the speaking and writing process.

· Develop skills to interrogate and evaluate texts and narratives proficiently and precisely.  
· Gain an awareness of audience: Who is this written for? The average person? Your professor? Supervisor? A specific social class? Gender? 

· Gain an awareness of the speaker (or author): Who is saying this? Are they positioning themselves as privileged? Is there an implied distance between them and you? What tactics could be at play here?

· Participate in group feedback and support processes in order to hone in on and sharpen your voice as a writer.

· To skillfully and correctly apply methods of research into your writing.
Required Texts/Materials 
Beah, Ishmael. A Long Way Gone. New York: Sarah Crichton Books, 2007.
Grabow, Brandy, Laurie Lyda, and Melissa J Richard, eds. Writing Matters. 4th ed.

Dubuque, IA: Kendall-Hunt, 2008.   

Graff, Gerald and Cathy Birkestein. They Say/I Say: The Moves that Matter in Academic


Writing. New York: WW Norton and Co, 2006.
Norgaard, Rolf, ed. Composing Knowledge: Readings for College Writers. Boston: 


Bedford-Saint Martin’s, 2007. 

A Sectioned Notebook for Journal Entries and In-Class Writing
Pens, Pencils, and a good Highlighter

Access to a Stapler 
Online/CPU Requirements
Online access (available at the Library or any campus computer lab)

Active E-Spartan Email Account

Active Blackboard Account

Access to Microsoft Word, Adobe Acrobat (free to download), and a Printer (all available at the Library)

Attendance

I will take attendance daily. You are allowed three absences. If you exceed your three absences without speaking with me, your grade will suffer considerably. More than five absences will result in an F for the course. BE AWARE: Throughout the semester I will ask you to do various in-class writing assignments. Some may consist of subject matter which you will be asked to expand on as part of a formal assignment; others writings I may collect for evaluation. If you are not here, you run the risk of not only missing the assignment, but missing a possible in-class participation grade. The bottom line is, please see me if you expect to be absent anytime throughout the semester. I can be reasonable if you are.

Response Journals

You will be frequently asked to respond to readings, your own writing process, film, or other prompts which may arise in class. Think of this writing as a generative process toward tracking your scholarly development. You may also want to use this as a reference point for more formal writing assignments. Please designate at least half of a segmented notebook for the semester. At points throughout the semester, I will ask you to type-up your entries in MLA style and hand them in. I will be using these as a way to track your progress and offer feedback throughout the semester.   
Essays [4-5 pages, typed, and in MLA format]
Think of these as your formal writing. Generally, you will gather ideas for a thesis from your readings—this may be done individually or in groups. This thesis statement will be composed of a question, problem, or argument based on your observations of the text, class discussion, or an additional prompt offered by me. I will say more about this in class.
Portfolios
Throughout the semester you will complete a variety of in-class and out-of-class writing assignments, several of which I will not collect. Whether it be an opinion piece, a reflection on assigned readings, or a film analysis, you should view ALL writings as an accumulation of personal artifacts which reflect your growth as a scholar. So think about it this way, each piece of writing is not just another assignment to fulfill, or even busy work (which, by the way, I despise), but a reflection of progress and exploration. Therefore towards the end of the semester I will ask you to choose SIX pieces (THREE selections MUST be Essays) to workshop in class and, of course, polish out of class. In all, I will expect between 15 and 20 pages of polished writing to make up your final portfolio. This makes up a significant part of your grade, so be conscious of ALL your writing throughout the semester, keeping in mind what may or may not be worth polishing for your final portfolio submission. Don’t worry, we will discuss your portfolios throughout the semester as a class and individually making sure everyone is on track.      
My Policies 
· Do not be late. If you are not in your seat by 9 AM ready to discuss and write, I will count you as absent so you might as well not come. If you have a history of chronic illness (diabetes, asthma, etc) please see me the first week of class.
· Be prepared. I expect you to complete all assigned reading. It will be obvious to all if you have not. I also expect you to bring your text books, any assignments, a notebook, and writing utensils to every class.

· I will not accept late work. All work will be due first thing on the date it is due. Carefully look at all due dates the first day of class. If you foresee a problem, it is your responsibility to let me know well in advance of the due date. NOT THE NIGHT BEFORE. If proper arrangements are not made with me, you will receive an F for that assignment.

· I will not accept work via email. 

· I require two student/teacher conferences throughout the semester. I will also be available by appointment.
· TURN OFF ALL Electronic Devices. Get in the habit now of making sure phones and other distractions are off while in class.  If by some chance your phone rings in class or I catch you TEXTING, I may ask you to leave—which will surely be embarrassing and may be counted as an absence. The same goes if I see you doing work for another class. Please save us both the stress and make this your first productive habit of college life.
· I expect mature and professional behavior at all times. If there is any disrespect towards me or your fellow classmates at any time, I will ask you to leave which may result in an absence. 
· Take all individual and group writing assignments seriously.
· If you don’t understand something, please do not be afraid to ask. It is better to be clear on a concept or assignment than to second guess and be wrong.
· Being a 9 AM class, I am okay with snacks and drinks in class as long as it is not disruptive. Just clean up after yourself!!!
· ALL FORMAL WRITING must follow MLA guidelines: 12pt font, page numbers, Times New Roman, and double spaced. For my benefit and as a general rule, please STAPLE ALL formal work. 
· All assignments on the syllabus corresponding with class day are to be completed for THAT day.
University Policy 
The MLA [Modern Language Association] Handbook 6th ed defines plagiarism as “passing off another person’s ideas, information, or expressions as your own” (66). Plagiarism has severe consequences and can ruin your college career. Do not do it. Please see the academic integrity policy in the undergraduate bulletin and online at www.uncg.edu/saf/studiscp/Honor.html  and http://academicintegrity.uncg.edu. If you have any doubts or questions regarding proper citation or the use of another person’s ideas, please do not hesitate to see me.
MLA STYLE

One of the key stylistic formats for college writing. Students may access MLA requirements at www.mla.org. I will also give examples in class before all formal writing.  See the “Required Texts/Materials” section of the syllabus for an example of proper MLA style citation. 
UNCG Writing Center HHRA 3211 
The Writing Center on campus is a wonderful resource for ALL students AND faculty across disciplines. If you are stuck working out an idea or just want a second pair of eyes, this is the place to go. Their job is to help you be a better writer—take advantage of it! Find them online at www.uncg.edu/eng/writingcenter. Each student may be required to make one visit to the Writing Center sometime during the semester. 
Students With Disabilities
If you have a disability and wish to be accommodated in the classroom via the Americans With Disabilities Act, you are required to register with the Office of Disability Services. You may contact them at 334-5440. NOTE: Please see me in the beginning of the semester with the proper forms.  
Grading                                                                                 
Participation    20%                                                       
Essays             20%
Journals           10% 

Drafts              10%

Portfolio          40%

Tentative Schedule
KEY
WM: Writing Matters

TS/IS: They Say/I Say

CK: Composing Knowledge

[J]: Journal Writing

ALWG: A Long Way Gone
[GW]: Group Work

[WS]: Workshop
Week One
Entering the Conversation

25 Aug: Introduction/Syllabus

27 Aug: WM 3-14, TS/IS Intro, Strong “How Do I …” (handout) [J]          
29 Aug: CK 35-36/think about (Q’s 3, 5), 38-46 [J/GW] 
Week Two
1 Sept: NO CLASS/LABOR DAY
3 Sept: WM 27-31, CK 111-116 [J]
5 Sept: TS/IS 17-27, CK 70-74 [J/GW]

Week Three
Identifying Your Voice

  8 Sept: CK 76-85, TS/IS 28-38 [J]
10 Sept: WM 32-37, [WS]





Essay #1 Draft Due
12 Sept: “Memory and Imagination,” [J]
Week Four
Directing Your Voice, With the Help of Others
15 Sept: “The Narrative Imagination” and “Trying to Save PS” [J]

Essay #1 Due 
17 Sept: CK 60-67, “Understanding Other People’s Stories”[J]
19 Sept: TS/IS 28-47, [J/GW] Exercise Parenthetical Citation
Week Five

22 Sept: CK 736-753/think about (Q #2) [GW]
24 Sept: WM 48-52, [WS]





  Essay #2 Draft Due
26 Sept: Library 
Week Six
29 Sept: CK 172-178, Africa Handout
 1 Oct: Conference/NO CLASS #1





Essay #2 Due
 3 Oct: Conferences/NO CLASS cont…
Week Seven
A Long Way Gone

 6 Oct: ALWG  chap 1-8, Film [J]





Journals Due
 8 Oct: ALWG chap 9-12, Film [J]

10 Oct: ALWG chap 13-18, Film [J]

Week Eight
13 Oct: ALWG finish, Film [J]
15 Oct: WM 103-109, ALWG [GW]
17 Oct: TBA

Week Nine
20 Oct: NO CLASS/FALL BREAK

22 Oct: TBA







 Essay #3 Draft Due
24 Oct: [WS] 
Week Ten

Putting It All Together
27 Oct: CK 388-395, WM 38-47 [GW]
29 Oct: [GW], [WS] Collaborative Draft



Essay #3 Due
30 Oct: Ishmael Beah Lecture

31 Oct: TBA

Week Eleven
3 Nov: Portfolios

5 Nov: Conferences/NO CLASS 

7 Nov: Conferences/NO CLASS

Week Twelve
10 Nov: TBA

12 Nov: TBA







Essay # 4 Draft Due
14 Nov: TBA

Week Thirteen
17 Nov: TBA

19 Nov: TBA








Essay # 4 Due
21 Nov: TBA

Week Fourteen
24 Nov: TBA








Journals Due
26 Nov: NO CLASS
28 Nov: NO CLASS

Week Fifteen
1 Dec: Portfolios

3 Dec: Portfolios

5 Dec: Portfolios

Week Sixteen
8 Dec: Portfolios Due
