Syllabus for English Composition 101-30
Instructor: Josh Exoo Email: jjexoo@uncg.edu Phone: (919) 672 6865

Bryan Building, 202; 12:00-12:50 MWF

Office Hours: Tuesday 10:45-1:45 Office: McIver 114

Student Learning Outcomes:

Language, in no small way, creates the world around us. The objectives for this course are twofold. By the end of the course, students will gain a firm sense of how and why language is constructed in personal, literary, and academic contexts. Secondly, students will gain skills in intellectual discourse, including constructing cogent arguments, locating, synthesizing and analyzing documents, and writing and speaking clearly, coherently, and effectively. At the completion of this course, the student will be able to: 
•    Interpret and evaluate written and/or oral arguments 
•    Locate and evaluate relevant information 
•    Construct and communicate cogent arguments    
Required Texts:

Larkin, Philip. Collected Poems; Farrar Straus and Giroux, 2003. ISBN: 0374529205
Sedaris, David. Naked; Hachette Books, 1997.  ISBN: 0316777730

UNCG. Writing Matters

Wallace, David Foster A Supposedly Fun Thing I’ll Never Do Again, Back Bay Books, 1998. ISBN: 
0316925284

Participation Requirements:

Students need to do the reading, come to class, and contribute to the discussion. These are the most important requirements of the class. If the majority of students in the class complete these goals, the whole class will be entitled to hear my impression of Christopher Walken, which has been famously noted by reputable magazines. (http://www.slc.edu/index.php?pageID=2074).
Students who may need accommodation for a disability should contact the Office of Disability Services (336) 334-5440, or on the web at: ods@uncg.edu
Students must also abide by UNCG’s Academic Intregrity Policy (http://academicintegrity.uncg.edu/complete/). Students found to have violated the policy will be in jeopardy of failing the class and will be reported to the University.

Course Work: 

All assignments count. Students are expected to complete every assignment on time, even if they are absent. The first major assignment will be a personal essay of 9-10 pages. The second will be an academic paper of 5-6 pages with at least three outside sources and a bibliography in an accepted academic style. We will discuss the paper writing process extensively in class before you begin working. Upon completion of the first draft, I will conference with each student to discuss revision. A major portion of the class will be devoted to learning this writing process, so please don’t freak out. The page requirements may seem long, but I will be there to help you through the process, and I will be more interested in seeing a student improve his or her ability than judging all the finished papers in comparison.

By the end of the semester each student will develop a portfolio of revised work (min. 20 pgs), to include both papers as well shorter writing assignments picked from his or her best work.

Each student will be responsible for facilitating the class for ten minutes once during the semester. This may consist of a short presentation, or leading the group in a discussion. The class facilitation dates will be assigned ahead of time so as to give students time to prepare engaging, well-informed presentations or discussion questions.

Deadlines for these assignments are there to help you allot your working time. If you require an extension for a given assignment because of personal, academic or work needs, I am a very understanding guy and can help you if you talk to me at least three days in advance. Not having an assignment on the due date without talking to me first will penalize the grade I can give you.

Final grades will be based 60% on your final portfolio and 40% on class performance (10% attendance, 10% punctuality, 15% listening, 5% discussion contribution).

Attendance:


Ideally a given student will attend every class. Realistically, a student is allowed four absences without penalty to his or her grade. The student will be expected to keep abreast of all writing requirements and deadlines. Aside from normal illness and injury aside, emergency situations that require extended absence will be dealt with on a case by case basis. More than four absences will result in a drop of one letter grade; seven or more absences will result in failure of the class.
Course Calendar: The following are due dates for having read or completed each assignment.
August 25: Go over syllabus, talk about class objectives

27 Sedaris, “Chipped Beef”
29 Sedaris, “A Plague of Tics” Last day to drop classes for tuition refund
September 1 Off for Labor Day!

3 Sedaris, “Get Your Ya Ya’s Out”

5 Sedaris, “Next of Kin,” “Cyclops”
8 Sedaris, “The Women’s Open”
10   Sedaris, “True Detective” Personal Essay Proposals Due
12  Sedaris, “Dix Hill”
15 Sedaris, “I Like Guys”
17 Sedaris, “The Drama Bug” 
19 Sedaris, “Dinah, the Christmas Whore” 
22 Sedaris, “Planet of the Apes”
24 Sedaris, “C.O.G.”
26 Sedaris, “Something for Everyone”
29 Sedaris, “Ashes”
October 1 Sedaris, “Naked”
3 Music in form and structure lecture, no outside reading , First Draft of Personal Essay Due
6   Blackboard reading, metrics in poetry 
8   Personal Essay Workshops
10   Personal Essay Workshops
13 Personal Essay Workshops
15 Larkin 43-67
17 Personal Essay Final Draft Due, Last day to drop course without academic penalty
Fall Break

22 Larkin 68-75
24 Larkin 79-88
27 Larkin  89-98
29 Larkin 99-108
31 Larkin 108-117
November 3 Larkin 121-130
5   Larkin 130-138
7   Larkin 139-146
10 Larkin 147-154
12 Paper discussions (bring in laptop to work)
14 Paper discussions (bring in laptop to work)
17 Paper discussions (bring in laptop to work)
19 First Draft of Paper II Due
21 Wallace, “Getting Away from Already Pretty Much Away from it All”

24 Wallace, “A Supposedly Fun Thing I’ll Never Do Again”
Thanksgiving Break
December 1 Wallace “Tennis Player Michael Joyce’s Professional Artistry…”
3 Portfolio Help

5 Portfolio Help
8 Final Portfolio Due
10 Final Exam Activity: Wrap Up Discussion: What’s Wrong with Language?
