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COURSE OVERVIEW

As the course title indicates, our main focus will be understanding (by reading and re-reading) how various texts work as a way to, in your own writing and re-writing, engage content by manipulating tone (and perspective and presentation and…). We’ll study the basic ideas of rhetoric by reading a wide variety of essays and working on various writing projects, including both informal journal-style responses and more meticulous papers crafted over several weeks. We’ll finish the semester by reading Virginia Woolf’s To The Lighthouse and working on an accompanying project that will both combine the ideas/modes/styles we worked with earlier in the semester and, perhaps, undermine them. In short, we’ll try to figure out what some of the best rules for good writing are, and then figure out the best time to break them. 
The main requirements for this class are keeping up with the readings, completing the various writing assignment (with their varied steps) and participating in class, including leading/beginning discussions, presenting a group project, and contributing to writing workshops. You will be expected to have all the readings done by the day on which they appear in the Course Calendar, and to be prepared to discuss them in class. You will also be responsible (in terms of writing assignments but also in terms of the ongoing conversation of the class) for what we cover in class during discussion and lectures. If you are absent, please check with someone in class about anything you might have missed, and check Blackboard for any assignments or additions/changes to the reading list.
STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES

At the completion of this course, the student will be able to: 
Interpret and evaluate written and/or oral arguments. 
Locate and evaluate relevant information.
Construct and communicate cogent arguments.
Think critically about writing within a cultural context.

ATTENDANCE POLICY

You may miss up to three classes over the course of the semester. Any absences after that will count three points against your final average. Being tardy will be counted as half an absence; extreme tardiness or excessive inattentiveness (sleeping, disrupting class, etc.) will be equivalent to one absence. This is an accommodating attendance policy and in all but the most extreme situations will not be open to exception.
EVALUATION/ASSIGNMENTS
4 Journal Responses: 20% (5% each): An informal collection of short responses to the readings or ideas presented in class or ideas that might be presented in class. Each group of responses should be around 3 pages. Journals should be typed, but will not be graded for grammar or mechanics. The goal with this assignment is simply to write and explore different ideas and subjects. Some of these responses may be generated by in-class writing assignments, some will be in direct response to the readings and some will be left up to you.
2 Papers (5-6 pages): 40% (20% each): These papers will have specific approaches corresponding to several weeks’ worth of reading. Both papers (as well as the final project) will have distinct steps/components and require you to complete several different revision approaches.
To The Lighthouse Project (7-8 pages): 20%: We’ll discuss this in detail later in the semester, but this will be a project that will encourage you to use a blend of the styles we’ll look at earlier in the semester to find different ways of approaching the same subject, whether from an analytical or narrative perspective (or both). 
To the Lighthouse Group Project: 10%: We’ll discuss this later in the semester as well, but, essentially, this will require you and several classmates to annotate several sections of the novel and lead part of the discussion on that section of the book. We’ll post some of your work on Blackboard, which will act as a quick reference source as well as a way to develop our own exploration of/conversation about the book. 
Participation: 10%: This will be based on your preparation for class and your ability to answer questions about the readings and ideas and topics we engage in class as well as contributing to class discussions. You’ll also be expected to occasionally share your own writing with the class and respond critically to your classmates’ work.
FINAL NOTES
The Writing Center (3211 MHRA) is available (free) to all UNCG students, and is an excellent resource if you need additional help with any stage of the writing process.

It is understood that all students will adhere to UNCG’s Academic Integrity Policy (see http://www.academicintegrity.uncg.edu to review the entire policy). We will discuss this further in class.

Students with a situation that may affect their ability to succeed in this class should contact the Office of Disability Services to arrange accommodation. 
ENG 101-38 COURSE CALENDAR

The following is an overview of the readings, main ideas we’ll be discussing in class, and the schedule of assignments. Please have all readings done by the day indicated. The readings from The Norton Sampler are a mix of essays, analysis, and examples/clarifications/approaches, so make sure you have plenty of time for reading and review. Assignments will be discussed in class and will also be posted on Blackboard. Short supplemental readings will be added, on Blackboard or E-Reserve, throughout the semester. Any new reading assignments will be discussed in class as well as announced on Blackboard. If you miss class, remember to check Blackboard for assignments you may have missed or additions/changes to the reading list. Late assignments will lose one letter grade per day. Aside from the To The Lighthouse readings, all page numbers (and chapters) refer to The Norton Sampler (6th Ed.). 

T. 8/26: Introduction to Course

R. 8/28: Rhetoric in Film and Music (No Readings)

T. 9/2: Getting Started: “Notes of a Native Son,” Baldwin (E-Reserve); 
Discuss Journal Assignments

R. 9/4: Introduction to Writing as Process: Annie Dillard Essays, pp. 3-15 

T. 9/9: Example: Ch. 3, 93-104, 116-125; 1st Paper Assigned (Analytical Mode:

Food/Music/Culture Topic); 1st Journal Due
R. 9/11: Definition: Ch. 7, 241-257, 265-267; “Saturday Night, and Sunday Morning,” 

McPherson (E-Reserve)
T. 9/16: Ch. 7, 269-273; Classification: Ch. 4, 127-143; “Love and Death Among the Molluscs,” 
Fisher (E-Reserve)
R. 9/18: “On Keeping a Notebook,” Didion, 408-415; 1st Paper Due

T. 9/23: Process Analysis: Ch. 5, 163-172, 187-190; “Learning the River,” Twain, 388-394

R. 9/25: Comparison and Contrast: Ch. 6, 200-205, 212-218, 233-239; “Bullet in the Brain,” 

Woolf (E-Reserve)
T. 9/30: Cause and Effect: Ch. 8, 276-283, 290-300; “Yeager,” Wolfe (E-Reserve); 

2nd Journal Due

R. 10/2: Description: Ch. 1, 21-40; “Once More to the Lake,” White, 400-406

ENG 101-38 COURSE CALENDAR
T. 10/7: Narrative: Ch. 2: 54-59, 65-70, 88-90; “Repeat After Me,” Sedaris (E-Reserve); 
2nd Paper Assigned (Description and Narrative: Writing from Life)

R. 10/9: “The Fourth State of Matter,” Beard, “Solitaire,” Abbey (E-Reserve)
T. 10/14: “The Death of the Moth,” Woolf, 396-399; Peer-Editing Workshop

R. 10/16: 2nd Paper Due; Introduction to To The Lighthouse (TTL); Discuss Group Projects

R. 10/23: Read TTL, pp. 3-30 (“The Window,” sections I-V)

T. 10/28: Group 1 Presents; TTL, 30-62 (VI-X); 3rd Journal Due

R. 10/30: Group 2; TTL, 62-82 (XI-XVI); Background Readings I (E-Reserve)
T. 11/4: Group 3; TTL, 82-124 (XVII-XIX)

R. 11/6: Group 4; TTL, 125-143 (“Time Passes,” sections I-X); Background Readings II (E-

Reserve); Discuss Final Project

T. 11/11: Group 5; TTL, 145-180 (“The Lighthouse,” sections I-VI)

R. 11/13: Group 6; TTL, 180-208 (VII-XIII); 4th Journal Due

T. 11/18: Finish Discussing Novel; 1st Draft of Project Due

R. 11/20: No Class/Individual Conferences

T. 11/25: No Class/Individual Conferences

T. 12/2: “Politics and the English Language,” Orwell, 373-386 
R. 12/4: Final Projects Due 

Final Exam: Projects Returned/Brief Presentations
