
ENG 101 – COMPOSITION, Fall 2008
Section 39 (T/R 8:00-9:15am), and Section 41 (T/R 9:30-10:45am)

BOTH sections meet in MHRA 1213
Instructor:
Scott Gibson

Email:

stgibson@uncg.edu
Office:

MHRA 3210-E

Office Hours:
T/R 11am-noon, or by appointment

COURSE DESCRIPTION:
These sections of English Composition will be actively involved in UNC-Greensboro’s “All Freshmen Read” program. This year, we will focus on Ishmael Beah’s memoir, A Long Way Gone, which recounts his experience as a “boy soldier” during the civil war in Sierra Leone in the 1990s. The book has been widely acclaimed yet highly criticized, provoking questions of what it means to tell a “true” story, where the boundaries lay between fact and fiction, and how a seemingly isolated event has deep social, historical, and economic connections with the rest of the world. We will explore these questions through various genres of writing, including (but not limited) to informal journals, memoir, critical analyses, research, and visual media. Our course will be fundamentally concerned with the way written language communicates meaning, and we will return to this relationship as we discuss the course readings and our own writing. Since this course fulfills the “Reasoning and Discourse” requirement, it will demand a high level of critical inquiry from students, both in class discussion and in writing. The successful completion of ALL informal writing assignments, essays, and research projects, as well as invested class participation, is necessary to pass this course. Expect to talk about readings and to share your own writing in class and in groups throughout the semester.
LEARNING GOALS: Students in this class are expected to:

· Understand basic methods and conventions of academic writing.
· Read, interpret, and respond thoughtfully to written and visual texts.

· Practice and evaluate the effective use of different genres of writing, including (but not limited to) journals, memoir, academic research writing, essays, personal narrative, etc.

· Evaluate the rhetorical choices they make in each piece of writing, including the genre, style, word choice, tone, and appeals to the audience.

· Develop basic research skills, including using the library stacks, electronic databases, and other resources.
· Collaborate effectively on assignments, both written and oral. 

· Evaluate and use relevant and appropriate information during the research process.

· Become confident thinkers and writers.
TEXTS AND MATERIALS:

1. Beah, Ishmael. A Long Way Gone: Memoirs of a Boy Soldier. Farrar, Strauss, and Giroux. 2007 (soft cover or hard cover edition is fine).

2. Writing Matters, 4th edition. Kendall/Hunt, 2008.

3. An arsenal of comfortable pens and pencils, and a portable stapler.
4. Keep a folder of all drafts you complete throughout the semester.
ATTENDANCE POLICY: 
ONE or TWO absences:

No penalty.
THREE absences:

Penalty: “B” maximum for participation grade.
FOUR absences:

Penalty: “C” maximum for participation grade.
FIVE absences or more:

YOU MUST WITHDRAW, or fail the entire course.
Use your two “free” absences when you need them (like getting really sick or a family emergency). If you miss more than these two for a serious reason, take it up with the Office of the Dean of Students (336-334-5514, located in 141 Mossman). Your grade WILL be dropped unless you have official documentation from UNCG explaining your situation. Notes given to me from mom or the doctor do not count. Finally, be advised there are NO exceptions to the five-absence rule. 
Coming in late? Class starts at the time on your schedule. Tardiness means arriving after class starts, and will adversely affect your participation grade.

GRADING

Grading in this course will be qualitative and holistic. This means your grade will be determined by the overall quality and improvement of your work throughout the semester. It will not be based on numeric scores. Writing that clearly demonstrates your ability to produce careful, controlled, and thoughtful prose, and that reflects an awareness of your own strengths and weakness as a writer, including an awareness of how rhetorical choices affects communication, will be most highly rewarded. These traits must be shown in both the portfolio and the improvement of your writing through the drafting process and class work. Accordingly, your final grade will be determined by two categories:
50% PARTICIPATION: Includes attendance, conferences, attending the AFR lecture, presenting at the AFR conference, leading class discussions, being prepared for class (including having your books, notes, and writing out and ready to go), asking questions, and being actively involved with your writing group. Also, participation includes having all assigned work completed and in class by the due date. 
50 %PORTFOLIO: At least 20 pages of polished (workshopped, revised, edited) writing compiled from your work in this course will be due at the end of the semester. Some items will be required, while others pieces are up to you. Details on what must be included in the portfolio will be provided toward the middle of the semester. Keep all drafts of your work. They will be required in the portfolio. See the “Requirements” section below for details on the kinds of writing that may be included in the portfolio.
**** NOTE: No matter how wonderful your participation, students must submit a complete and revised portfolio to earn a passing grade. 

We will meet for a conference around the 6th week of class and during Finals Week to discuss your course grade. However, if you would like more specific feedback on you performance, please ask me at any time!
REQUIREMENTS:
Attendance and Participation: Attendance is compulsory, and your participation in class will be noted on a daily basis. See the “Grading” section above for what counts as participation.
Journal entries: Journals may have assigned topics or may be open for you to respond to readings or class as you choose. All journals must be a bare minimum of one full, typed page (250 words or more). Expect to write, on average, one journal per week.
Papers (3): Two papers must be at least 3 full pages (750 words or more) in length, and the other must be at least 5 full pages (1250+ words). After the first draft, you may choose which paper you would like to expand for the longer project. Each assignment will have core requirements and specific goals in mind, but you will have some flexibility in terms of the topic and your approach to each assignment. Research, analysis, and creative writing may be a part of any or all of these projects. 

Conference Presentation and Report: In groups, students will present at the annual AFR conference on a topic related to this year’s AFR text. Groups will present their findings on a research project, and will submit a 2-3 page report, which must be written collaboratively.
Writing Center Reports (2): Students are required to attend the Writing Center two times during the semester, and must submit a minimum one-page report (250 words or more) that describes each Writing Center experience.
Research: This course exposes students to a range of research strategies, including using the electronic and print resources at the library, effectively using summary, paraphrase, and quotation in research writing, preparing an annotated bibliography, and possibly other field methods such as interviews or ethnographic research.
CONFERENCES:

Some class periods will be cancelled to hold one-on-one or group conferences. These conferences will be scheduled in advance, are REQUIRED, count toward attendance, and cannot be made up. At each conference, you must bring a typed draft of your work and you must be ready to discuss your writing in order to receive credit for the session.
LATE WORK:

Late work as the result of missing class or any other reason is never accepted for participation credit. However, you can still submit work at any time if you’d like feedback (although not for participation credit), and you can still choose to use this work in the portfolio.

BLACKBOARD:

All assignments, schedules, and course information will be posted to Blackboard. Check there first if you miss class, lose a handout, or have questions about an assignment. Contact me if the information you need is not on Blackboard and I will post it as quickly as possible.

THE WRITING CENTER:

I encourage you to use the Writing Center to get new and different perspectives on your writing.  Think of the Writing Center as an extension of the classroom community and the staff is available to give you useful feedback.  The WC is located in 3211 HHRA and is open every day and some nights.  Drop by or call for an appointment: (336)334-3125.  

PLAGIARISM:

Any work that is not cited is assumed to entirely contain your 1) original ideas, and 2) original language. Work that is not entirely your original thought or language needs to be cited, and you need to show where others’ language or ideas begin and end in the context of your work. Plagiarism happens when these two simple rules are broken. This can happen intentionally (having someone write for you, copying ideas, words, phrases or more from another text) or unintentional (forgetting to cite sources for summaries, quotations or paraphrases, accidentally using someone else’s words or ideas). Ideas can be plagiarized, too, even if you put them in your own words! 

Suspected instances of plagiarism will be reported to the Composition Director and will be thoroughly investigated, resulting in any (or all) of the following: 1) failure of the assignment, 2) failure of the course, 3) expulsion from the University, upon recommendation from administration. 

In my experience, most students who plagiarize do it because they’re stressed and very busy, and see this as an “easy out” to being overworked. It’s not worth ending your college career over, so please don’t try this.  Visit http://academicintegrity.uncg.edu for more information on UNCG’s Academic Integrity policy.

DISABILITY ACCOMODATIONS:
Students with learning disabilities should present official written notice from the University at the beginning of the semester. I will provide accommodations in class that are recommended by UNCG. If you suspect that you need accommodations, please contact the Office of Disability Services at (336) 334-5440 or ods@uncg.edu. Undiagnosed and undocumented conditions are not grounds for accommodations.
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