Syllabus: English 101, Fall 2008
Instructor: Dorothy Kuykendal

Office: MHRA 3210, Cubicle G
Email: dlkuyken@uncg.edu
Office Hours:  TBA
"Students, as they are increasingly posed with problems relating to themselves in the world and with the world, will feel increasingly challenged and obliged to respond to that challenge." -Paolo Freire
Course Objectives

What do you want out of a college education?  And what are you hoping to get out of this course, beyond fulfilling a basic university requirement?  How does getting a college degree, and learning to operate within the university system, help you establish your place in the world, and how does it help you investigate the larger world around you?
These are the questions we will begin to investigate this fall, through writing, reading, and discussion.  To be in college is to be privileged; to be privileged is to have responsibility; but in what ways are we privileged, and what are those responsibilities?  There are no easy answers, but through your writing in this course you will start to look at the possibilities.  And as we write about privilege and power, we will also pay close attention to the upcoming election and what the rhetoric of politics can teach us.  

This course is writing-intensive.  You will write for yourself, for your classmates, and naturally, for your instructor!  You will work in small groups with your peers, sharing ideas, rough drafts of papers, etc.; you will write journal entries; you will have both in-class writing assignments, and assignments that you are expected to complete out of class.  Whether you know it or not, you are already a writer: now you just have to figure out what kind of writer you are, and how to harness your own voice.  You have plenty to say, and this class will help you develop the confidence and skills to say it.

Learning goals for Composition 101 include:

· Communicating clearly and effectively

· Writing and evaluating arguments
· Evaluating and using relevant information
· Understanding aims and methods of rhetoric and discourse
· Considering different points of view
Required texts for this course:

· Everyday Use, Roskelly and Jolliffe, 2nd ed.
· A Long Way Gone, Ishmael Beah
· A citation/grammar guide of your choice (I suggest Diana Hacker's A Pocket Style Manual, but feel free to try others, especially if you already have one)
Class requirements:

· 3 essays, one of which will be a letter to a presidential candidate
· Reflective journal

· In-class writing

· Group activities

· 1 conference with me
· Final portfolio 

Materials you will need:

· Loose-leaf notebook paper for in-class writing assignments (no spiral notebooks please!)

· A sturdy folder to hold all (yes, ALL) of your writing for this class

· A 1.5" three-ring binder with dividers to act as your portfolio at the midterm and the end of the semester (no huge 3" binders, please!)

· A USB flash drive or other backup tool (“my computer crashed and I lost the file” and “my printer’s out of ink” are not acceptable excuses for not turning in your work)

· Please note: All typed writing, including journal entries and paper drafts, must be double-spaced, in black ink, in either 12-point Arial or Times New Roman font.  Use standard 1-inch margins on your paper.

· Use your UNCG email address, since that is how I will communicate with you
· Blackboard account (http://blackboard.uncg.edu) -- use your Novell i.d. and password to access this

Class policies

Participation in this class is a key part of your grade.  Repeated absences and late assignments are not acceptable.   Please note:

· More than 2 absences (one week's worth of class) will bring down your final grade by one letter.  You are not required to explain the reasons for your absence to me; these 2 absences are "no questions asked."  
·  If you miss more than 4 classes, you will fail the course.  

· Don't show up late.  Don't show up unprepared.  If you have not done the reading/your assignment for a particular day, please do not bother coming to class that day and wasting time: mine, your fellow students', and your own.
· You cannot "make up" in-class work you missed when you were absent, though you should always check with me and/or your peers to find out if there were any out-of-class assignments you missed.
I do not accept late work.  Please see me personally if you are worried about meeting a deadline or missing a class.  If you have schedule conflicts, it is better to work them out now, or as soon as you can.  

I will not grade you on your journal entries or the rough drafts of the papers and assignments you submit to me, although I will comment on all of them.  At the time of our midterm conferences in October, I will give you your "grade-so-far" as I judge it.  You should be able to gauge your performance in this class by the comments I and your peers make on your work as you share it with them and with me.  

The Writing Center

The Writing Center is a free service available to all students.  The Writing Center's employees will help you with all stages of your writing: brainstorming, structuring a paper, or putting on the final polish.  Please take advantage of this opportunity to make your work as good as it can possibly be!  Drop in or make an appointment.  Appointments can be either in-person or online via AOL Instant Messenger.  The Writing Center is in 3207 MHRA.  

Phone: 334-3215.  

Website: www.uncg.edu/eng/writingcenter
Students With Disabilities

UNCG does not discriminate against students with disabilities.  If you have a disability that will hamper your ability to learn in this classroom environment, you must consult Disability Services at 336-334-5440.  See also: http://ods.dept.uncg.edu.

Academic Integrity Policy
Students are expected to adhere to the university's Academic Integrity Policy at all times.  Plagiarism, or any other form of cheating, will not be tolerated; improper documentation will result in the failure of the assignment in question, possibly the course, and possibly referral to a hearing committee on academic integrity.  If you're not sure about citing something, or if you have any other questions regarding this matter, talk to me about it ASAP.  Don't leave it to chance!  See also: http://academicintegrity.uncg.edu

Grade breakdown
Writing portfolio: 50%

Journal: 20%

Group work: 15%

Participation and conduct: 15%

Conduct

The environment of this classroom will be based on RESPECT: respect for your peers, for me, and for yourself.  The class should be a place where everyone feels safe and welcome.  Our views and opinions on many subjects will differ, but we're all adults, and we're going to deal with that like adults.  Basic courtesy is expected.  Listen to what other people are saying.  Don't interrupt.  Take notes.  Turn off your cell phone, and don't text during class: if you do, I guarantee your participation grade will plummet faster than a climber on Mount Everest who took a wrong step.  Don't go to sleep.  Don't cry, yell, or whine to me.  You get the idea.

Important Dates

Last day to add classes without special permission:  August 29 

Last day to drop classes without academic penalty: October 18
Last day of class: December 4
Course Assignment Schedule
(Note: all assignments listed are to be completed before class.)

August: Getting Started
26: First day of class: introductions
28: Everyday Use (EU), pages 1-15.
September: Investigating Our Positions
2: EU  15-27.
4: EU 119-120.  In-class rewriting of letters.
9: EU 94-100.
11: Invention strategies: EU 33-51. Essay assignment to be handed out.

16: Writing with style: EU 63-80 (stop at "Balance") 

18: Journal 1 due (3 writings of your choice); EU 153-161, 112-114.
23: Essay workshop

25: Essay workshop

30: Essay draft due to me, no late drafts accepted; EU 86-90.
October: Rhetoric and the Election
2: Analyzing images, words, and ads: EU 336-338.

7: Journal 2 due (3 writings of your choice); EU 166-173.
9: Conferences: class does not meet
14: Conferences: class does not meet

16: Conferences: class does not meet

21: Fall Break!

23: Letter workshop

28: Letter workshop

30: Letter draft due to me, no late drafts accepted; begin A Long Way Gone (pages TBA)
November: Rhetoric, War, and Power
4: A Long Way Gone
6: A Long Way Gone

11: Journal 3 due (3 writings of your choice): A Long Way Gone
13: Essay workshop

18: Essay workshop

20: Film: Joyeux Noel
25: Essay draft due to me, no late drafts accepted; finish film.

27: Thanksgiving!

December: That's a Wrap
2: Portfolio prep

4: Portfolio prep

9: Reading Day; portfolios due to me in my cubicle by two p.m.  You may turn them in/drop them off earlier if you like, but I WILL NOT ACCEPT LATE PORTFOLIOS.
