University of North Carolina at Greensboro 


         Instructor: Matt Mullins

Fall 2008







   Email: mrmulli2@uncg.edu
English 101–48 






          Office: MHRA 3210-C  

T R 12:30 — 1:45




     Office Hours: 2–3 T,R & by appointment

Classroom: MHRA 2210

Course Description

What’s up and welcome!  The purpose of this course is to develop your critical thinking and writing skills through challenging reading and writing assignments.  We will read a lot and write a lot.  You’ll write 3 short essays outside of class, small essays in class, and compile all of this writing into a final portfolio.  The goal is for you to encounter a wide variety of thoughts and ideas, and to face these ideas in your personal life, in the classroom, and most importantly, in your writing.  You should develop some of your own goals for this class, but some of the university’s goals for you are:

· To interpret and evaluate argumentative discourse, including writing and speech;

· To construct compelling, convincing arguments;

· To communicate those arguments clearly, coherently and effectively;

· To locate, synthesize, and evaluate relevant information;

· To demonstrate an understanding of the aims and methods of intellectual discourse;

· To weigh evidence and evaluate the arguments of differing viewpoints.

And here are a few of my goals for you:

· To figure out what approach to writing works best for you, to learn who you are as a writer;

· To be able to apply writing and thinking skills from this class to other classes throughout the university;

· To become a responsible scholar in your time management, research, and treatment of other people’s ideas;

· To learn how to research areas of interest and importance to your life goals beyond the Composition classroom;

· To enjoy yourself in the classroom and in the university in general.

Required Materials

Beah, Ishmael.  A Long Way Gone.  New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2007.

Graff, Gerald and Birkenstein, Cathy.  They Say I Say: The Moves that Matter in Academic 

Writing.  New York: Norton, 2006.

Norgaard, Rolf.  Composing Knowledge: Readings for College Writers.  Boston: Bedford/St. 

Martin’s, 2007.

Department of English.  Writing Matters.  Dubuque, IA: Kendall/Hunt, 2008..

Assignments

In-Class Writing: You will occasionally brainstorm and develop ideas in class.  You will be provided with specific prompts and will write for set amounts of time in relation to these prompts.  These writings will be incorporated into your portfolio.
Essays: You will write three essays outside of class this semester:


Essay #1– Will be a “They Say, I Say” essay based on one of our readings (4-5 pages) 

Essay #2– Will focus on Ishmael Beah’s A Long Way Gone (5-7 pages)

Essay #3– Will focus on an argumentative topic & involve minor research (5-7 pages)

ALL DRAFTS of these essays will be included in your portfolios so KEEP EVERYTHING!!
Workshopping: Prior to the final due date of each essay, you will participate in group workshops.  In these workshops you will exchange papers with your classmates and read each other’s work.  The purpose of these workshops is to provide you with feedback on your paper prior to the final due date.  On the day that we workshop your papers together in class, you must have a COMPLETE draft of your paper.  If you do not have a complete draft of your essay, you will be counted absent.

Portfolio: Your portfolio will be your body of work from this semester.  It will include every draft of all essays and in-class writings.  The journal makes up the bulk of your grade because it testifies to your progress through the semester.  The English department holds an annual portfolio contest, so keep that in mind.  Keep everything!  You need to purchase a 3 ring binder and some tabbed dividers to organize your entire semester’s worth of writing.  The portfolio is the most important aspect of our class with regard to your grade; so take the assignments, readings, and revisions seriously.  We’ll discuss details in class.

Group Projects on Beah:  Our class will be divided into four groups.  Each group will be assigned one resource to read/view in conjunction with Ishmael Beah’s A Long Way Gone.  Each group will be responsible for developing some type of visual resource to accompany its presentation, and students will receive individual grades based on individual work and group presentation combined, as well as reflective letters written after the assignment has been completed.  You will receive a detailed handout during class as the group projects draw near.

Grading Breakdown




Grading Scale
Portfolio


50%


90–100
A

Participation/Attendance
30%


80–89

B

  -includes In-class writing




70–79

C

  -includes workshopping




60–69

D
Group Projects on Beah
20%


  0–59

F

Course Requirements & Expectations
Attendance: You are expected to attend every class meeting.  There is no such thing as an “excused” or “unexcused” absence.  Thus, if you miss class you do not need to provide me with a reason or excuse.  You’ll be allowed 3 absences.  After missing 3 class meetings, each additional absence will directly affect your grade.  For each absence after 3 absences, I will subtract half a letter grade from your FINAL grade.  Five or more absences may result in your dismissal from the course.  Remember that 30% of your grade depends on your attendance and in-class participation.  How can you learn the value of class discussion if you’re not here?  You will all depend on each other for your learning in this class, so BE HERE!  Also: if you are habitually late (3 times or more) I will count your constant tardiness as an absence.  

Being a Responsible Human:  Our class will begin at 12:30pm Eastern Standard Time.  Please be on time.  Your punctuality reflects personal responsibility and your level of commitment.  Also, being on time shows respect for your classmates and for your instructor.

· PLEASE: No cell phones in class.  Turn them off, put them away.  We have a clock on the wall.  No calls, no text messaging, no alarms, no iPods, no electronic distractions of any kind please!!

· Please do not bring food to class.  You may bring bottled water if you need liquid refreshment.

· Respect one another.  Lively discussion is a goal of the course, but remember to treat one another with respect.  Do not interrupt speakers, and do not insult your peers.  Disagreements are great, but discussion will be polite.  
I do not tolerate any language that is sexist, racist, or homophobic.  Everyone is entitled to her or his own view, but we will not discuss issues using discriminatory language.

Work & Preparation: Come to class prepared!  Do the work that needs to be done outside class, and come to class ready to discuss, question, listen, and participate in general.  Turn in all work on time.  
· I accept late work with a penalty of 1 letter grade off per day late, no exceptions!.  I will use my discretion in the event of an unforeseen tragedy.  If you miss class on the day an assignment is due, you are still responsible for having your work turned in that day.
· Failing to complete any single assignment for the course could result in a failing grade for the entire course!!  All assignments are required assignments.  I do not accept assignments submitted electronically.
· Turn in all work in MLA Format (1” margins, double-spaced, 12pt. font), and be sure to cite anything you did not come up with yourself.  

Conferences: Each student MUST meet with me outside class twice during the semester.  Preferably, we should meet once near the beginning of the semester to “get to know” each other a little, and then again near the end of the semester so that I can help you with any questions or problems with your portfolio.  I will not pass out a sign-up sheet.  You need to take it upon yourself to come by my office during my office hours, or to make an appointment.  I WILL keep track of who comes to see me and who doesn’t, and if you do not meet with me twice I will count your lack of interest as an absence.

Writing Center: I highly recommend that all of you visit the University Writing Center in MHRA 3211 at least once during the semester.  If you surpass the allowable number of absences (3) I will excuse one absence for every two visits to the Writing Center (so it’s a 2:1 ratio, Writing Center visits to absences)  So, let’s say you miss four class meetings, but you visit the Writing Center twice, then it’s as if you’ve only missed three class meetings.  I will only do this for absences beyond your 3 allowable absences.  Nothing can erase your 3 allowable absences.

Academic Integrity: PLEASE: just do all the assignments.  Work hard, and be sure to give credit to others when appropriate.  If you have a question about whether or not to cite a source, go ahead and cite first, ask questions later.  If you are caught plagiarizing (stealing other people’s ideas), you will automatically receive a failing grade for the assignment, your name will be turned in to your advisor, and you could potentially face more serious consequences based on your attitude towards this offense.  If you have a question about plagiarism, please talk to any professor, administrator, or see the University Policy on academic integrity.  For the University policy on plagiarism, go to: http://studentconduct.uncg.edu/policy/academicintegrity/  

Accommodations for Students with Disabilities: Reasonable accommodations will be made for students with verifiable disabilities.  In order to take advantage of available accommodations, students must notify the professor prior to the second meeting of class, and you must also contact the Office of Disability Services at 334-5440.  For more info: http://ods.dept.uncg.edu/ 
Course Schedule  (subject to change throughout the semester)
All reading should be done before the class time in which it is listed.
T 8/26

Syllabus–Introductions



First Day Writing Assignment

R 8/28

Composing Knowledge “Introduction” pp. 1–19 only
Re-Introductions


What Is Writing?  What does it mean to do the reading?
T 9/2

They Say, I Say: “Introduction”


Discourse Community

R 9/4

They Say, I Say: Part 1 Chapter 1 “They Say” 
Creating “they say” statements
T 9/9

Composing Knowledge 35–36 & “From Outside, In” 76–85



They Say, I Say:  “Her Point Is”

R 9/11

They Say, I Say:  “Yes / No / Okay, But”
T 9/16

Writing Matters: “English 101: A Primer”
R 9/18

Composing Knowledge 93–94 & “Entering the Conversation”  96–108
T 9/23

Writing Matters: “The Art of Reading: Active and Rhetorical Reading” 

R 9/25

Writing Matters:  “Where Two or More Are Gathered”

Essay #1 Draft Workshops

T 9/30

Essay #1 Due Today!



Composing Knowledge 398–407 “The Art of Collaborative Learning”


In-Class Group Meetings In Preparation For Group Projects on Beah



Discussion of Ethos, Pathos, Logos

R 10/2

Composing Knowledge “Teaching New Worlds / New Words” 172–178



In-Class Group Meetings In Preparation For Group Projects on Beah

T 10/7

Beah, A Long Way Gone 1–6 (chapters up for discussion)



Group 1 Presentation

R 10/9

Beah, A Long Way Gone  7–11 (chapters)


Ereserve:  “How to Write About Africa”

Group 2 Presentation

T 10/14
Beah, A Long Way Gone  12–18 (chapters)


Composing Knowledge “Other Voices, Other Rooms” 163–169



Group 3 Presentation

R 10/16
Beah, A Long Way Gone  19–21 (chapters)


Group 4 Presentation



Essay #2 Draft Workshops (day 1 if we have time)



T 10/21
NO CLASS!!
FALL BREAK!!

R 10/23
They Say, I Say: “And Yet”
Essay #2 Draft Workshops (day 2)

T 10/28
Essay #2 Due Today! 



Developing/Discussing Questions for Ishmael Beah’s Reading

R 10/30
They Say, I Say:  “So What?  Who Cares?” 
Go See Ishmael Beah & Ask Questions!!

T 11/4

Writing Matters: “One Book, Many Voices: The All Freshmen Read”

“One Book, Many Voices” Conference Workshops (bring Beah papers)
R 11/6

They Say, I Say:  “As a Result”
“One Book, Many Voices” Conference 

T 11/11
They Say, I Say:  “As He Himself Puts It”
Library Day-Basic Research for Final Essays
R 11/13
Composing Knowledge 129-138 “Between The Drafts”

Questions of Revision & Preparing the Portfolio 
T 11/18
Portfolio In-Class Workshops



(Bring all writing materials and assignments from the entire semester to class)



Writing Matters: “But a Donkey Didn’t Write That Paper: I Did!” 

R 11/20
Essay #3 Draft Workshops

T 11/25
Essay #3 Due Today!



PEACE

R 11/27
NO CLASS!!



THANKSGIVING BREAK!!

T 12/2

Portfolio Readings



(Groups 1 & 2 will read a selection from their individual portfolios in class)

R 12/4

Portfolio Readings



(Groups 3 & 4 will read a selection from their individual portfolios in class)



Portfolios Due!
LAST DAY OF CLASS!!

Portfolios will be available for Pickup on Reading Day, Tuesday, December 9 in my office.
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