ENGLISH 101.045/049 TR 11.00/TR12.30  COURSE POLICIES






To borrow from Yogi Berra, “I will keep this short as long as I can.”

CRAIG MOREHEAD

CRMOREHE@UNCG.EDU

OFFICE HOURS:  T 2.00  (drop in any time)

REQUIRED TEXTS:

Lyda, Richard and Grabow, 2008-2009 Writing Matters.

Beah, Ishmael. A Long Way Gone.

REQUIRED MATERIALS:

· UNCG email account and Blackboard access

· Folder or notebook (as you prefer) for journal writings and notes

· Paper folder with 3 brads for portfolio

· Access to Printer: Blackboard readings must be printed out and brought to class
COURSE DESCRIPTION:

This class is designed to develop your critical and analytic thinking and reading skills, your expository writing skills, and your use of effective rhetorical strategies. You will learn skills of composing—how to come up with ideas, get them on paper, revise them and make them interesting and acceptable to readers—by practicing and discovering your own method of composing that best suits you.

During the semester, you will do a lot of writing both in and out of the classroom.  You will write for yourself and for others, analyze your peers’ texts as well as your own, reflect and respond and argue and do research.  We will discuss how to develop your own ideas, develop your own writing style and voice, and how you understand audience.  Our discussions will sometimes happen in small groups or with partners, and your work in your group is important to your success in this course. You will engage in a number of informal and formal writing activities. These activities will serve as inspiration as you prepare your own essays and develop your own voices. Writing in this class will make you more confident in your ability to write for a variety of purposes and help you discover how writing matters to your thinking.  
You will also read a diverse selection of texts – literary, audio, and visual – and examine their rhetorical techniques and effectiveness. These texts will hopefully lead you to a self-reflexive understanding of how you interact and are enacted upon by these works and their ideas. Keep William Faulkner’s quote in mind, “I never know what I think about something until I read what I've written on it.”  So, in essence you will be writing in order to express your critical thoughts on a subject. This class will be organized around the theme of boundaries, interstitial space and identity; therefore, the readings will be designed to get you thinking and writing about the roles that physical and ideological spaces and boundaries contribute to your perception of yourself within your perceived world.

COURSE OBJECTIVES: 

Students will be proficient in:

· Evaluating arguments

· Communicating clearly, coherently and effectively 

· Locating, synthesizing and evaluating relevant information and research

· Understanding aims and methods of intellectual discourse

· Evaluating and synthesizing different viewpoints

· Thinking and writing confidently

· Composing cogent arguments/ideas
· Engaging with the ideas of others in order to better know your own

· Reading and commenting on peer texts 

· Writing as a process – drafting with multiple stages of revision

· Discussing your ideas with others

ATTENDENCE:

In the words of Woody Allen, “80% of success is showing up.” So, in order for you to succeed in this class it is imperative that you attend class. Regular attendance is a student obligation, and absence from class is not recognized as a student privilege. Therefore, you are expected to be present and on time for all class meetings and will be held accountable for all material presented in class. If you are more than 5 minutes tardy you will be counted absent for the day. Students who are absent from class due to school sanctioned activities must present official written notification to me prior to the absence and work out any due dates they might miss ahead of time. If you are absent you are responsible for all of the materials missed and for turning in any due assignments. More than likely the readings and schedule will be constantly revised to meet the needs of the class; you will be responsible for any new assignments announced on those days you are absent. Check blackboard for updates on assignments and due dates. Leaving early without prior agreement will result in an absence as well. After your 4th absence you will automatically fail the course, no exceptions. 
The last day to drop without academic penalty is 10/17.

ESSAYS:

All papers should be double-spaced, typed and follow MLA format.  Use standard font styles (no larger than 12 point), and standard margins.  Handwritten and emailed papers will not be accepted. Your heading should include:

YOUR NAME

DATE





TITLE

PORTFOLIOS:

At the end of the semester you will submit a writing portfolio that will display your best work of the semester for evaluation. This method of evaluation prizes improvement and proof of revision on cumulative writing efforts rather than on a single writing product. You must compile the portfolio in a paper folder with brads. Remember to keep everything that you write in this class, including all drafts and journals as you might want to include these in revised form in your portfolios. More specific information will be given to you about these portfolios at a later date.

LATE WORK:

Work will be turned in at the beginning of class on the due date otherwise it will be considered late. I will not accept emailed papers, so unless I have a hard copy on the due date it will be considered late. I will not accept late papers. If you are going to be absent the day an assignment is due, you must arrange a time you may turn in the assignment before the class it is due, not afterwards. 
GRADES:

Grading in English 101 may be unlike the kind of evaluation that many of you have experienced previously. The only “letter grade” you will receive in this class will be your final grade at semester’s end. You will receive ample feedback from me and your peers  that will help you move forward with further revisions of your drafts so you can produce your best work. If you are ever concerned about your progress, please see me.

Portfolio 








60%

Participation/Peer Review/Group Work/Daily Work/Drafts


30%

Journals/In-class Writings/Reflections




10%

A  = 94-100

B+ = 87-89

C+ = 77-79

D+ = 67-69




B  =  83-86

C  = 73-76

D = 63-66

A- = 90-93

B- =  80-82 

C- = 70-72

D- = 60-62

F = <59

ACADEMIC MISCONDUCT/PLAGIARISM:

Part of your work and responsibility as a scholar is that you accept the rules and ethics of writing and documenting your outside sources.  In addition to downloading a paper off of the Internet or getting someone to write one for you, plagiarism is:

· Verbatim copying without proper acknowledgement—whether you copy a phrase, a sentence, a paragraph, or a whole paper, the source material must be introduced, in quotation marks, and documented.

· Paraphrasing without proper acknowledgement—reworded source material must be introduced and documented; again, the length of the paraphrased material doesn’t matter—you still have to cite it!

· Failing to acknowledge sources—any time you use sources, you need to identify the source material both within the essay and on a works cited page.
· Use of other's ideas without acknowledgement. 

When you submit work, your reputation as a writer is at stake.  Do not risk your grade on an essay or in the course by either deliberately or accidentally plagiarizing.  Plagiarism will result in a minimum of a failed paper and a maximum of suspension from the university. We will be discussing proper paraphrasing and citation guidelines as we go along. If in doubt, ask! Visit http://academicintegrity.uncg.edu for more information on the University’s Academic Integrity policy.

DISABILITIES:

If you have any sort of disability that could affect your performance in the class or for which you need accommodation, please contact the Office of Disability Services at 334-5440. See their website for more information: www.uncg.edu/ods

CIVILITY:

Students at institutions of higher learning are expected to exhibit high ethical and respectful behavior. Disruptive behavior is prohibited. Disruptive behavior means conduct that materially and substantially interferes with or obstructs the teaching or learning process in the context of the classroom setting and will be determined by me. Disruptive behavior will result in an expulsion from the class and a resulting absence. Behavior that can be considered disruptive includes, but is not limited to: arriving late or leaving early, talking/texting on a cell phone, disrespecting peers or the instructor, talking out of turn, not bringing the necessary materials to class, coming to class unprepared to participate, and eating in class. All electronic devices that could interrupt class should be turned off. Such devices may not be accessed during the class period. Laptops may be brought to class when it is announced ahead of time by me. Laptops must be used solely for educational purposes specific to the context of this class and will be forbidden if misused. Misuse will be determined by me. Consult the Student Handbook for more information for class behavior expectations and consequences.

PREPARATION AND PARTICIPATION:

“Before anything else, preparation is the key to success,” said Alexander Graham Bell.

You are expected to come to class on time and fully prepared to engage with the content of the class. All readings must be read for the specified class and all assignments need to be completed and handed in on time. A lack of preparation and failure to live up to my expectations for class participation will negatively affect your grade. 

You will be asked to do a lot of writing in this course.  In addition to your larger essays, you will be asked to complete a lot of low-stakes assignments such as group activities, group presentations, and in-class writing.  In-class responses will be graded holistically.  This means that while they will not be scrutinized as much as your papers, you should still take them seriously.  In addition to in-class responses, you will be required to participate in class discussion.  To help facilitate this requirement, occasionally the class will be split  into groups, which will be required to lead class discussion. I expect everyone to participate in class discussion; failure to do so will negatively effect your grade.

Group work is collaborative learning that requires full participation and a free exchange of ideas. Be respectful and helpful in criticisms of each other’s ideas. 

Peer Reviewing is a mandatory and serious activity that can generate helpful revision ideas for you as reader and author. The quality of your peer reviewing efforts and comments will be reflected in your grade. 

CONFERENCES:

All your writing has a revision process built into it.  You will meet with me in conferencing to discuss the ways in which you can revise your work for increased effectiveness. Missed conferences cannot be made up and will dramatically lower you participation grade. 

WRITING CENTER:

The instructors in the Writing Center, located in 3211 HHRA, offer one-on-one help with any writing assignment for any class. I encourage you to use this great (free!) resource. Call for an appointment, 334-3125, or just drop in. See the University Writing Center website (www.uncg.edu/eng/writingcenter) for hours and info. The Writing Center notifies me when you visit, and these visits will bolster your participation grade.

A FEW KEY THINGS TO KEEP IN MIND:

· Keep all writing produced throughout the semester for your portfolio

· Don’t hesitate to see me or email me if you ever have any questions, concerns, problems. I am here to help you and am eager to work with you.

· Expect to make mistakes and learn from them. We all make mistakes and this is a good thing. Like my mom always says, “Learn from your mistakes, so you don’t make them again.” And as Winston Churchill said, “Success is the ability to go from one failure to another with no loss of enthusiasm.” 

· Bring your own interests and personality to class and your writing. You being you is what I want you to be.

· Everything counts in this class.

· “Strive for success and remember you won't get what you want unless you want what you get.” – Yogi Berra 
