Fall 2008—English Composition--101-54
     TR: 12:30 – 1:45     Room: Graham 203

Jason Cooke		                            
Email: jscooke@uncg.edu					
Office: MHRA 3210, Cubicle F
Office hours: 10-11 am, TR     			                            
						                              


Welcome to English 101! If you’re wondering why I ended the opening sentence with an exclamation mark, it is because I have some great news for you. Ready…here it comes: we are not going to spend all of our time diagramming sentences! Wait, there’s more…neither are we going to devote a third of our time trying to understand the significance of the particular path that Robert Frost took in that one poem! Nor are we going to drive ourselves insane trying to fathom why Captain Ahab couldn’t just leave that whale alone! So, breathe a sigh of relief. There. Feel better? Good. 
	Now I’ll try to get across what we are going to do. English 101 is, more or less, designed to help you develop a writing process (I used bold text to enhance the effect). In order to become effective writers, you’ll need to practice three basic things: reading, writing, and thinking. This course will help you to learn how these three things are actually interconnected, and how they really can’t be separated from one another without rendering each of them virtually useless. During this semester, we will work on understanding how effective writing is always dependent upon thinking about the ideas of others, thinking about the audience, and thinking about the context of the writing. Lots of unique skills factor into a writing process: listening, comprehending, invention, editing, revising, just to name a few. These skills will continue to benefit you throughout your college career. So later, if you choose to do so, you’ll be much better equipped to talk about why that one path was so much better than the other…or why Ahab just couldn’t forget about that whale.
	We will read the texts assigned for each day at least the night before class, not during each class. Also, you will be required to keep a journal in which you respond, in type, to the texts we read for each class. These should be brief, around a page, and should reflect serious thought about the material. At times, I may ask you to share your thoughts. Beyond these journal entries, you will also write Three 3-6 page papers. You will also choose two journal entries to expand into 2-3 page responses. Your portfolio, due at the end of the semester, should be 15-20 pages of your most polished writing. It will also include a reflective portfolio letter and a letter from one of your own personal editors, whom I will assign at the beginning of the semester and who will work with you throughout the course of the class (which also means that you will serve as their editor). On days that are labeled workshop, you will need to bring in enough copies of your work to hand out to myself plus each member of your editorial group.

Required texts:

They Say I Say –Gerald Graff & Cathy Birkenstein ISBN-13: 978-0-393-92409-1
A Long Way Gone—Ishmael Beah ISBN-13: 978-0-374-10523-5
Composing Knowledge—Rolf Norgaard ISBN-13: 978-0-312-15313-7
Writing Matters—ISBN: 978-0-7575-5478-0

Supplemental materials will be posted periodically on blackboard.


Additional Requirements:

Online Access
E-Spartan Email Address
Blackboard Account
Printing access—library, computer lab, or home
Honest and civilized criticism, tolerance of others’ ideas, a willingness to learn.


Course Objectives:

· To build knowledge of the fundamental skills of the writing process—such as listening, summarizing, prewriting, and editing—across both formal and informal contexts; and develop the ability, through practice, to utilize these skills confidently and effectively.
· To gain an awareness of how audience and context contribute to create the meaning of a given text, in addition to the individual author or writer.
· To be able to situate one’s own writing within a larger intellectual framework by critically engaging the ideas and texts of others.
· To detect viewpoints, both overt and subtle, and evaluate evidence in text—so as to be able to engage those elements of writing and rhetoric toward the construction of one’s own argument.

Attendance:

	Writing, though it may seem easy or natural to some, is definitely a skill. As such, it can be can be strengthened and honed through practice and dedication. However, this means that you must come to class prepared and willing to participate (i.e. talk)! Our course will be based on a seminar model, as opposed to the traditional lecture setting. This, I believe, will better allow us to engage in discussions of the material and work with each other to explore and better understand daunting phrases like “generic conventions” and “discourse communities.” Therefore, your attendance is crucial to our success—it is very difficult to make up a class discussion. I will take attendance daily. You will be allotted four absences, after which I will begin deducting half of a letter grade for each absence. However, I will take into consideration exceptional, and I mean exceptional, circumstances at the student’s humble request.

Teacher-student conferences:

	Part of your class participation grade will be a brief conference at the beginning of the semester. Don’t worry, this is just an informal, introductory meeting that is primarily designed to get you guys to stick in my head. These conferences will be scheduled during the second week of class. I do not require any additional meetings; but I strongly encourage you to come by if you are having difficulties with the class, materials, or if any exceptional circumstances—see above—happen to arise.

Late Work:

	Developing a writing process is difficult. Moreover, being a college student in general can at times seem intimidating and overwhelming. One way to alleviate the stress that can pile on during the semester is to create good work habits. Translation: DO NOT PROCRASTINATE! I speak from experience when I say that procrastination is PAINFUL! Turn your work in on time! I will not accept late work, although I do reserve to consider exceptional circumstances. I mean exceptional. If you feel that an assignment is in risk of being turned in late, you must contact me ahead of time. In lieu of special considerations, any late work will be recorded as a zero.

The Writing Center:

	One surefire way to make the above paragraph seem a little less frightening is to visit the Writing Center, located in room 3211 in the MHRA building. It is rigorously maintained by a group of fearlessly devoted scholars who are ready and willing to jump through a window, covered in flames, for you—but they’d rather help you out with your writing. You are required to go at least once, but encouraged to go whenever you need. For more information, such as hours, please visit www.uncg.edu/eng/writingcenter


Plagiarism and Violations of Academic Integrity:

	Simply put, I will not tolerate plagiarism or cheating of any kind. If I suspect that a violation of academic integrity has taken place, I will notify you in private and we will pursue the matter through the appropriate administrative channels. Violations range from spontaneous cheating, which could necessitate a mandatory “F” in the course, to plagiarism, which may sanction expulsion. 
Visit http://academicintegrity.uncg.edu/ for more information.


Class Guidelines:
	
· Respect your classmates. I want you to give informed, honest, critical feedback. I do not want you to make derogatory, rude, or disrespectful statements. Also, do not interrupt whoever is speaking. Such behavior as the latter will get you dismissed from class—we are all adults. 
· Come to class prepared! By prepared, I mean having read and engaged the material. We can’t talk about it otherwise!
· Please turn off cellular phones, ipods, blackberries, etc. 
· Prewriting will be factored into your final grade. Save your edits, drafts, doodles, etc.
· Please do not begin to pack up before the class has ended; that is, unless you’d like me to grade your papers before I finish reading them.
· No eating.
· Come to class prepared! By prepared, I mean having read the stuff that you were supposed to read! It’s important!


Disability Services:

	Students who need accommodations for their courses regarding any kind of disability should get in touch with the Office of Disability Services: 334-5440; http://ods.dept.uncg.edu/

Grades:

Participation   20%
Journals          20%
Drafts             10%
Portfolio         50%

Quick Notes About Format:

· MLA
· 12 point font, Times New Roman
· 1” margins
· double spaced
· correct spelling and grammar (use spell-check!)
· labeled as follows (pretend like this is the top of your paper):
             
                                                                              Your last name page # (inside header)

Student’s Name

ENG 101

Date

Mr. Cooke


			
The Thoughtful and Compelling Title of Your Paper


Tentative Schedule:

WM:  Writing Matters
CK:  Composing Knowledge
TSIS: They Say I Say
ALWG: A Long Way Gone



8/25    T     Introductions/Syllabus
8/28    R    CK: Introduction, 1-14.

9/2      T    WM: Roskelly, “English 101: A Primer”; TSIS: Introduction, 15-28.
9/4      R    WM: Morehead, “The Art of Reading”; TSIS: “They Say”

9/9      T    WM: Dodson, “Fundamental Concepts of Rhetoric”; TSIS “Her Point Is”
9/11    R    CK:   Limerick, “Dancing with Professors: The Trouble with Academic      
                            Prose”; Discuss Reflective Essay

9/16    T    TSIS: “As He Himself Puts It”; CK: Parker, Michael “Talking Back to Books”
                  ALWG: Chapters 1-9

9/18    R    WM: Gibson, “Making the Move from ‘Peer Editing’ to Writing Workshops”
                  WORKSHOP—FIRST PART OF REFLECTIVE ESSAY

9/23    T    TSIS: “Yes/No/Okay/But”; CK: Hass, “In Your Facebook.com”
9/25    R    CK: Graff “Other Voices, Other Rooms”; WORKSHOP—SECOND PART
	      OF REFLECTIVE ESSAY

9/30    T    WM: Smith, “Flow”; ALWG: Chapters 10-15
10/2    R    CK: Menand, “What are Universities For?” REFLECTIVE ESSAY DUE

10/7    T    TSIS: “And Yet”; CK: Freire, “The Banking Concept of Education”
	     (A friendly suggestion…the Freire essay is difficult, get started early.)
	      Discuss  Critical Response Essay
10/9    R    WM: Tedder, “Academic Integrity”; CK: Orwell, “What is Science?”
                  FIRST RESPONSE DUE

10/14  T    TSIS: “Skeptics May Object”; WM: Duffy, Pell “Where Two or More are
                 Gathered”

10/16  R    ALWG: Chapters 16-21; WORKSHOP ROUGH DRAFT OF CRITICAL
                 RESPONSE

10/21  T    Fall Break
10/23  R    CK: Pratt, “Arts of the Contact Zone”

10/28  T    CRITICAL RESPONSE DUE
10/30  R    CK: hooks, “Teaching New Worlds/New words”; Ishmael Beah at 3:00 pm

11/4    T    TSIS: “So What? Who Cares?”
11/6    R    CK: Kozol “The Human Cost of an Illiterate Society” Discussion of Final                                                      
                  Essay

11/11  T    CK: Tan “The Language of Discretion”; TSIS: “Tying It All Together”
11/13  R    CK: Mellix, Barbara “From Outside In”; WORKSHOP FIRST DRAFT        
                  CULTURAL ANALYSIS

11/18  T    TSIS: “Ain’t So/ Is Not”; CK: Pollitt, “Why We Read”
11/20  R    WORKSHOP SECOND DRAFT CULTURAL ANALYSIS PAPER

11/25  T    CK: Sommers, “Between the Drafts”; SECOND RESPONSE PAPER DUE
11/27  R    Thanksgiving

12/2    T    SECOND DRAFT CULTURAL ANALYSIS; WORKSHOP PORTFOLIO
12/4    R    PORTFOLIO DUE

12/9    T    Reading Day (Writing Lab is open).
12/11  R    PORTFOLIO RETURNED DURING EXAM TIME (TBA)
