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Focus: This course represents an inquiry into the rhetoric(s) of poverty.  We will pursue questions of how and why poverty is constructed in different political, ethical, economic, literary, cultural, and rhetorical frameworks.  The figure of the poor, of the dispossessed, is at the heart of a very longstanding set of disputes about our civic duties and our cultural belonging.  Learning to more carefully evaluate the terrain on which these terms are plotted as well as leaning to speak more confidently of one’s own views should be our most salient goal.

Course Introduction: This class is designed to improve your capacity for advanced analysis, critical reasoning, argumentation, composition, and public speaking skills. Over the course of this semester we will hone these skills through an extended consideration of how political, ethical, philosophical, and cultural responses to poverty are rhetorically constructed and emotionally effective or ineffective.

• Analysis: While we will chiefly use film as the subject of our analysis, the concepts and analytic tools to which you will be introduced can be applied across a variety of discourses: literary and non-literary texts, television, advertisements, and websites.

• Critical Reasoning: We will not limit our analyses to formal elements of texts but will also keep in view the social and philosophical implications of specific narratives and rhetorical techniques.

• Argumentation: Over the course of the semester you’ll become increasingly familiar with key concepts of both formal and informal logic. We will draw on the insights of both ancient and modern rhetoricians to improve your abilities to construct and analyze arguments.

• Composition: I encourage you to think of this course as an opportunity to identify your strengths as a writer and to correct your weaknesses. If you are willing to work to become a more confident writer, I believe you will discover some improvement by the end of this term.

• Speaking: This course also requires you to join the enterprise of writing with public speaking. Through class discussion and individual presentations, your abilities and confidence as a speaker will improve. You’ll find this skill useful in both your professional and personal lives.

Course Goals: At the completion of this course, the student will be able to: 

· Interpret and evaluate argumentative discourse, including writing and speech

· Construct cogent arguments

· Communicate those arguments clearly, coherently and effectively

· Locate, synthesize, and evaluate relevant information

· Demonstrate an understanding of the aims and methods of intellectual discourse

· Weigh evidence and evaluate the arguments of differing viewpoints

Teaching Strategies: Class discussion will play a vital role in most classes. I will periodically lecture but students should always come to class prepared to engage in active, lively & careful discussion of the day’s reading assignment.

Evaluation Methods & Guidelines for Assignments:  Students will be responsible for the following:

Participation
 


Contributions to Discussion

15%

 




Discussion Leader


15%

 




Reading Quizzes 


15%










40%

Drafts / Edits



 



30%
Revisions








30%

Each grade will be based on the following scale: 

A = 100-93 
(Outstanding work)

A- = 92.9-90 (Excellent work with a few trivial errors)

B+ = 89.9-86.5 (Good work, but you’re not pushing yourself) 

B = 86.4-83 (Above-average work that demonstrates good effort)

B- = 82.9-80 (Above-average work that demonstrates decent effort)

C+ = 79.9-76.5 (Decent work that doesn’t quite meet all requirements)

C = 76.4-73 (Middling work, neither good nor bad)

C- = 72.9-70 (Tolerable work with significant missteps)

D+ = 69.9-66.5 (Shows a little promise but you didn’t take the work seriously)

D = 66.4-63 (Poor, morning-of-due-date work)

D- = 62.9-60 (Feeble attempt to meet a dead-line)

F = 59.9 and lower. (Unacceptable; doesn’t meet basic requirements)

A Note on Papers: All papers are due on or before 11:59:59 p.m. on the due date.  12:00:00 a.m. is one day late. Papers and drafts are docked a letter grade for every day late.
A Note on the reading quizzes. The quizzes insure that each student has completed the reading assignment and is therefore capable of thoughtful discussion for that class period. Please take them on Blackboard before coming to class.  They will not remain open after class begins.  To allow for reasonable absences, I will drop the lowest quiz score when tallying final grades.

A Note of Contributions to Discussion: I fully expect that each student will make a substantial contribution to class discussion every day.  Contributions can come in the form of comments and questions; don’t be afraid to say what you think.  But, please, make no mistake: your contribution to class discussion is required.

A Note on Discussion Leadership: On the first day of class, sign up to lead discussion on two separate class meetings.  A discussion leader’s obligations are: 1.) To raise three substantive questions for discussion and 2.) Select and read aloud two passages that seem crucial for class interpretation. 

Academic Integrity Policy:

Let’s be clear, plagiarism is an exceptionally vile species of theft.  If you use another’s words or thoughts as if they were your own, you are depriving them of their due honor but you are also dishonoring yourself and your own ideas (not to mention the fact that you are lying to me).  I want to know what you think and I want to hear it in your words.  I expect all students to act in accordance with the UNCG Academic Integrity Policy. If you are unfamiliar with this policy, you can review its contents at: http://saf.dept.uncg.edu/studiscp/Honor.html
Students with disabilities: If you would like to request accommodations for a disability that could affect your performance in this course, please contact me and/or the office of Disability services at 334-5440.

COURSE POLICY (Read Carefully):

You are permitted four (4) absences. If you miss five (5) or more you will fail the course. If you are late for class ten minutes or more (10+), you will be counted present but tardy. Coming to class tardy three (3) times will count as one (1) absence.
I will excuse an absence only in the following circumstances: a.) Illness with medical documentation, b.) Family emergencies, in which case you should contact me as soon as possible so that we can make arrangements together. 
Plagiarized work will receive a failing grade for the assignment, a probable failure of the class, and I will contact the University to set up an Academic Integrity Hearing. 

 0-4 Absences = Eligible for Passing Grade

 5+ Absences = Failure (Non-negotiable)

 3+ Late to Class = 1 Absence

 Plagiarism = Failure of assignment, possible failure from course, AI Hearing

Required Texts:

William T. Vollman Poor People. 2007. 978-0060878825
Ishmael Beah.  A Long Way Gone: Memoirs of a Boy Soldier. 978-0374531263
Writing Matters.  

Reading Calendar: Beside each date you will find the readings that you must complete for that class meeting. It seems strange to have to spell it out, but there has been confusion on this point before.  Make a clear note of your discussion leader dates; you will not be permitted to make them up, except in the most extraordinary circumstances.
	Tuesday, 

August 26
	Introduction

Discussion Leader and Group sign-up



	Thursday, 

August 28
	Religious Views of Poverty: 

Judaism, Christianity, Islam



	Tuesday, 

September 2
	Religious Views of Poverty: 

Hinduism, Buddhism



	Thursday,

September 4
	Friedrich Nietzsche, On the Genealogy of Morals, 

First Essay, e-reserve


	Tuesday,

September 9
	Friedrich Nietzsche, On the Genealogy of Morals, 

Second Essay, e-reserve


	Thursday, 

September 11

	Marjoree Garber: “Compassion,” e-reserve
Kathleen Woodward: “Calculating Compassion,” e-reserve
 “position – logic, lingo, stasis,” DRAFT

	Tuesday, 

September 16
	William T. Vollmann: Poor People, 

“I Think I am Rich” pp. 3-28

“position,” EDITS

	Thursday, 

September 18
	William T. Vollmann: Poor People, 

“I Think They Are Poor,” pp. 29-48



	Tuesday, 

September 23 
	William T. Vollmann: Poor People, 

“Phenomena” I, pp. 103-134

“position,” REVISED

	Thursday, 

September 25
	William T. Vollmann: Poor People, 

“Phenomena” II, pp. 135-172



	Tuesday 

September 30
	William T. Vollmann: Poor People, 

“Hopes,” pp. 221-262



	Thursday, 

October 2
	William T. Vollmann: Poor People, 

“Placeholders,” pp. 263-294

“profile – dialogue, focus, detail,” DRAFT

	Tuesday, 

October 7
	John Cassidy,

“Relatively Deprived,” e-reserve

 “profile,” EDITS

	Thursday, 

October 9
	Victoria Schlesinger, 

“The Continuation of Poverty,” e-reserve


	Tuesday, 

October 14
	Ishmael Beah, A Long Way Gone: Memoirs of a Boy Soldier 

Chapters 1-7, pp. 3-48 
“profile,” REVISED

	Thursday, 

October 16
	Ishmael Beah, A Long Way Gone: Memoirs of a Boy Soldier 

Chapters 8-11, pp. 49-99



	October 18-22
	Fall Break



	Thursday, 

October 23
	Ishmael Beah, A Long Way Gone: Memoirs of a Boy Soldier 

Chapters 12-17, pp. 100-166



	Tuesday, 

October 28
	Ishmael Beah, A Long Way Gone: Memoirs of a Boy Soldier 

Chapters 18-21, pp.167-218



	Thursday, 

October 30
	Greg Christer,
“Let Them Eat Fat,” e-reserve

“feature – interests, depth, ends,” DRAFT

	Tuesday, 

November 4


	Poem: Package, e-reserve

    Robert Frost “Death of a Hired Man,” 

    Gwendolyn Brooks “The Lovers of the Poor,” 

    Tillie Olson: “I Want You Women Up North to Know,” 

    Langston Hughes “Advertisement for the Waldorf-Astoria”

“feature,” EDITS

	Thursday, 

November 6


	Jeremy Seabrook, The No-Nonsense Guide to World Poverty
“Introduction,” “The invisible poor,” “Measuring poverty,” pp. 6-31

e-reserve


	Tuesday, 

November 11


	Jeremy Seabrook, The No-Nonsense Guide to World Poverty
“Defining poverty,” pp. 32-59

e-reserve

“feature,” REVISED

	Thursday, 

November 13


	Jeremy Seabrook, The No-Nonsense Guide to World Poverty
“The mechanisms of impoverishment,” pp. 60-94

e-reserve


	Tuesday, 

November 18


	Jeremy Seabrook, The No-Nonsense Guide to World Poverty
“Wealth and poverty,” “Rescuing self-reliance,” pp. 95-125

e-reserve


	Thursday, 

November 20


	PBS: America’s War on Poverty, Clips

Franklin Delano Roosevelt: “The Four Freedoms” External Links 6

Franklin Delano Roosevelt: “First Inaugural,” EL 7

“case – causes, passions, proofs,” DRAFT

	Tuesday, 

November 25


	PBS: America’s War on Poverty, Clips

Lyndon Johnson: “The Great Society,” 

Lyndon Johnson: “First State of the Union” EL 8,9

“case,” EDITS

	November 26 – 

end of month
	Thanksgiving Break

	Tuesday,

December 2


	Eugene Debs: “The Issue,” 

Huey Long: “Share Our Wealth” EL 10, 11



	Thursday,

December 4


	Martin Luther King, Jr. “Sermon at Temple Israel”

Ronald Reagan: “A Time for Choosing” EL 12, 13

“case,” REVISED


Thursday, December 11 

Writing and Power

3:30–6:30 P.M.

