English Composition I:

Smooth Sailing? The Perfect Storm? How to Avoid Cliché?

Contact Information:



Class Information: 

Dr. Bethany Perkins




ENG 101-52, T R 12:30-1:45 CURY 331 

Office:
McIver 112




ENG 101-65, T R 3:30-4:45 MHRA 1213

Office Hrs: T R 1:50-3:20

 

Email: bkperkin@uncg.edu

and by appointment

Phone: 336.334.5477 (office)/ 910.538.4688 (cell-please don’t call after 10 pm)

Writing and reading decrease our sense of isolation… It’s like singing on a boat during a terrible storm at sea. You can’t stop the raging storm, but singing can change the hearts and spirits of the people who are together on that ship.” - Anne Lamott

What does she mean by that?  Maybe you’re thinking, “Is this class a sinking ship?” “Uh uh! What storm is she talking about?” “Is there going to be singing? I didn’t sign up for singing.” Maybe you’re whispering this and other reactions to the person next to you. Maybe you’re texting your concern to someone else. (I don’t recommend this by the way.  It will kill your participation grade and all that fidgeting under the desk makes you look depraved).  Maybe you think, and rightly so, that these overused metaphors are pretty trite and don’t belong in a college composition classroom.

Welcome to English 101, the course some of you no doubt think of as a terrible storm, a voyage to be suffered through, a rudderless ship you will cling to with no real direction.  But unlike being adrift at sea alone, writing doesn’t happen in a void.  Think of your fellow classmates as Wilson (you know, the volleyball from Castaway).  They may not be perfect companions, but it beats being stuck by yourself.  Trust me. When it comes time to revise your writing they can propose new ideas you hadn’t considered, catch editing mistakes you missed, and suggest new vocabulary or stylistic devices that will make your writing more sophisticated.  As with volleyballs, you might feel stupid talking to them but you’ll be glad they’re there. They’ll also tell you when the metaphor you’ve chosen (like sailing) or the example (like Wilson) are cliché, outdated or overwrought.  Phrases like “smooth sailing” are actually poor writing and should be stricken from your academic repertoire along with the phrase “In today’s society.” It’s true. Just ask Wilson.

Catalog Description: 101 English Composition I (3:3) , GE Core: GRD. Equivalent credit to FMS 115/RCO 101. Students may not receive credit for both ENG 101 and either FMS 115 or RCO 101. Students read and write in varied forms, styles, and lengths. Goals include developing ideas and revising writing, experimenting with aims and approaches in producing writing, and understanding appeals to various audiences. 

Student Learning Outcomes: Upon completing this course, students should be able to: Construct cogent, logical, and persuasive analytical and argumentative essays and other writing assignments for different audiences and purposes; Interpret, evaluate, and synthesize varied texts; Identify strengths and weaknesses unique to their writing processes; Communicate in a clear, coherent and effective writing style; Understand the aims and methods of academic discourse; Gain an appreciation for different point of views, cultures and life experiences; Locate and evaluate relevant information; Polish grammar and mechanics to clarify meaning; and apply these skills in interpreting and expressing a range of intellectual discourse.

Course Requirements:

Essay #1 - Personal Narrative
15%

Workshops/Participation*

15%

Essay #2 - Drawing Connections
15%

Pop Quizzes /Homework 

15%

Essay #3 - Argument & Research
15%

Final Revised Portfolio

10%

Essay #4 - Mixing Methods
 
15%

*Participation is based on attendance, class discussion, group work, and in-class writings. You are expected to come to class every day with something to say, make posts to the Blackboard discussion group on a regular basis, and be prepared to be called upon at random.

Academic Integrity: You are expected to abide by the University Academic Integrity Policy. Full information is available at http://academicintegrity.uncg.edu. Plagiarism or cheating of any sort, whether accidental or purposeful, will absolutely not be tolerated and penalties may range from a zero on the assignment to expulsion from the university and are at the discretion of the instructor. If you have questions about citation - ASK!

Attendance:  You are allowed up to 3 absences with no penalty; however, it is in your best interest to miss as few classes as possible. This is particularly true in a 2x per week class where we will cover a lot of material and do several in-class exercises in a short amount of time.

Your 4th, 5th and 6th absences will each result in a ½ letter grade (5 pt.) deduction from your final grade.  Your 7th absence will result in an F for the course. There is no distinction between excused and unexcused absences except in the most extreme, documented cases. It is your responsibility to provide me with documentation and review with me whether your absence will be excused.  If you miss class, please contact a classmate for notes.  Habitual tardiness is unacceptable.  If you arrive late it is your responsibility to let me know you are present.  Failure to do so will result in an absence. Tardiness will also negatively impact your participation grade.

Electronic Requirements: You must have access to your UNC-G email account, as well as Blackboard. If you have not already familiarized yourself with these resources, do so immediately.

Laptop Use:  Laptops may be used in class only to take notes pertaining to our class or to view documents on our Blackboard website. Any student who uses a laptop for any non-classroom activity during class time will not be allowed to use a laptop in class again. To be perfectly clear: one violation means no laptop use.

Basic Courtesy:  We will encounter many different opinions in this course, and though I encourage you to feel free to disagree with your classmates and me, you must do so in a respectful manner. Inappropriate behavior may result in your being asked to leave the class for the day or in being expelled from the course or university.  Please turn off all electronic devices (except laptops) before coming to class. Sleeping or otherwise not paying attention will result in your being counted absent. Do not talk while someone else is talking. If you feel you aren’t being heard, raise your hand.

The Writing Community: I encourage you to consult with me about any assignment, or about class or university life in general, if you ever have questions. I am always happy to look over drafts and answer questions during office hours, by phone, or via email (with a 24 hr. turnaround time). The Writing Center is another helpful source for feedback about your work. It is located in MHRA 1213 and hours of operation are M-R 9 -8, F 9-3, and Sun. 5-8. They are also available online at www.uncg.edu/eng/writingcenter. You may make an appointment by calling 336.334.3125 or just drop in. Also, your peers are an invaluable resource, so make friends with someone in the class and exchange contact information.  Everyone’s email address is available through Blackboard, but it’s helpful to know a classmate personally and have a phone number just in case. 
English 101-Perkins

Fall 2008 COURSE SCHEDULE

· Read all assignments for each day BEFORE you come to class

· bring your book, writing utensil, and paper to class every day (Laptops are optional). Failure to do so will result in a lower participation grade. 

Writing Guidelines

· All work should be typed, double-spaced, printed, and multiple pages stapled together. Assignments are due at the beginning of class on the appropriate date. Anything submitted after I have collected the assignment is late.

· Electronic submissions are discouraged and allowed only if you are absent and have a valid written excuse or have made prior arrangements with me. Work submitted electronically because of technical difficulties will not be accepted.
· Homework, workshops, and in-class work will not be accepted late and cannot be made up. 

· Late Essays will be penalized one letter grade and an additional letter grade per 24 hr. period.  

· Editing Tutorials & Workshops: Read the appropriate Sample Student Essay from Blackboard. Print four copies of your complete rough draft and bring them to class.

INTRODUCTION

T
8/26
Course Policies and Overview

Th
8/28
Ch. 1, Critical Reading (Mairs) p.9-30

T
9/2
Ch. 2, The Writing Process (Anaya) p.31-49, In-class Diagnostic Writing
THE SELF…
Th
9/4
Ch. 4, Narration (Angelou and Tan) p.81-103

T
9/9
Orwell “Shooting an Elephant” p.489-98

Roberts “How to Say Nothing in 500 Words” (on Blackboard)

Th
9/11
Ch. 5, Description (Manning, Vowell, & Li) p.117-49



Homework Due: #2 pg. 155 (label objective and subjective paragraphs)
T
9/16
Ch. 6, Example (Ascher, Quindlen & Krull) p.157-79

Th
9/18
Dillard “The Chase” p.104-109 & Cisneros “Only Daughter” p.476-82

T
9/23
Taw “Finding Prosperity by Feeding Monkeys” p.110-14, 

Trip to Writing Center
Th
9/25
Drafting & Editing Tutorial (Sample #1), Essay #1 Workshop

OTHERS…
T
9/30
Essay #1 Due, Ch. 8 Process Analysis, p. 229-237, Frazier “How to Operate the 

Shower Curtain” p.250-52

Th
10/2
Ch. 7, Compare and Contrast (Britt, Barry & Catton) p.189-216
T
10/7
Ch. 9, Division or Analysis (Brady & Brott) p.271-89



Homework Due: 1 pg. answering any question on pg. 307

Th
10/9
Ch. 10 Classification, p.309-316, DePaulo “The Myth of Doomed Kids” & Ayad 

“The Capricious Camera,”p.290-308.

T
10/14
Drafting & Editing Tutorial (Sample #2) , Essay #2 Workshop
Th
10/16
Essay #2 Due, Ch. 3, Academic Writing p.51-73

T
10/21
Fall  Break - No Class

CROSSROADS…
Th
10/23
Ch. 11: Cause and Effect p.357-367, Ch. 13, Argument and Persuasion p.429-44, 

Homework Due: 1 pg. answering #1 on pg.394

T
10/28
Security vs. Liberty: Profiling Casebook (Khan, Chavez, Krikorian & Dandicat) 

p.451-72

Th
10/30
Saukko “How to Poison the Earth” p.238-42 & Ehrlich “Chronicles of Ice” 

p.243-249

T
11/4
Drafting & Editing Tutorial (Sample #3), Essay #3 Workshop
Th
11/6
Research Tutorial, Essay #3 Due 
AND BEYOND…

T
11/11
 Divakaruni “Live Free and Starve” p.368-73 & Javadani “Plata o Plomo: Silver 

or Lead” p.374-77

Th
11/13
Wenke “Too Much Pressure” p.445-50 & White “Once More to the Lake" p.504-

12

Homework Due: 1 pg. analyzing 2 of the following: description, example, comparison/contrast, process, cause/effect, classification, and argument in either of today’s readings 

T
11/18
Staples “Black Men and Public Space” p.180-186

Th
11/20
Said “Clashing Civilizations” p.499-503

T
11/25
Drafting & Editing Tutorial (Sample #4), Essay #4 Workshop
Th
11/27
Thanksgiving - No Class

T
12/2
Essay #4 Due 

Th
12/4
Class Wrap-up

Final Portfolio due during final exam period - 

Section 52 (T R 12:30-1:45)  on Thursday, December 11th at 12:00 noon 

Section 65 (T R 3:30-4:45)  on Thursday, December 11th at 3:30 p.m. 

