First-Year Composition Syllabus
Instructor:  Cheryl Marsh

English 101.71 Fall 2008
Office: 3112B MHRA Bldg. 
M/W/F 1-1:50
Office Hours:  M 3-4, W 2-3

Bryan 110
and by appointment.


crmarsh@uncg.edu
Tell all the truth but tell it slant

Success in Circuit lies

Too bright for our infirm Delight

The Truth’s superb surprise

As Lightening to the children eased

With explanation kind

The Truth must dazzle gradually

Or every man be blind – 

--Emily Dickinson 
How do you define truth?  What is the difference between Truth and truth?  Can the truth change over time or is it absolute?  Are there any absolutes?  This semester, we are going to examine some complex issues with a common overriding purpose—getting down to the truth.  Hopefully, by the end of the course, we will all have a better idea of how we define this tricky concept, both collectively and independently.
Course Objectives:  English 101 emphasizes the importance of critical thinking, critical reading, research, rhetorical analysis, and especially strong written communication.  Throughout the course we will hone our writing skills through a variety of methods that encompass all the stages of writing—from invention and drafting to editing and polishing.  Expect to practice these skills—a lot.  And because good readers almost always make good writers, we will also read (quite a bit) and discuss those readings (nearly every day).  By the end of the course, we should all be more actively informed readers, more effective writers, and more discerning thinkers.  These skills will then help you not only throughout your college career but far far beyond. 

Learning goals for 101 include the following:

· Understanding Rhetorical Analysis
· Communicating clearly and effectively 

· Evaluating and using relevant information

· Understanding aims and methods of intellectual discourse

· Evaluating and synthesizing different viewpoints

· Becoming confident thinkers and writers

Required Texts:  A Long Way Gone: Memoirs of a Boy Soldier, Ishmael Beah; Two of Three Things I Know for Sure, Dorothy Allison; Writing Matters, Grabow, Lyda, Richard.
Also:  Throughout the course you will need to both read and download several articles, stories, and other written reading assignments put on e-reserve through the library or on blackboard.  These writings are just as much a part of the course material as your textbooks, so you’ll need to set aside some time and resources to make sure that you can access them as necessary.  You will need to bring printed copies of the articles to class on the days that we are to discuss them.
Participation:  Our class is structured so that every person’s opinions and feelings are integral to the learning environment. It is extremely important that all class members feel comfortable so that everyone can participate freely in discussions, presentations, and workshops.  Therefore, everyone in the class is expected to act in a respectful manner at all times—no exceptions.  Disagreements are inevitable and often fruitful, so we will approach disagreements as opportunities to broaden our limited perspectives. 

Though the following conduct guidelines should go without saying, keep in mind that You ARE NOT allowed to text in class.  If I see you texting, I will count you absent.  I may or may not inform you of this absence.  Please do not make me act in the manner of a middle school teacher.  Also, make sure to turn off all cell phones, pagers, MP3 players, and anything else that beeps, screams, or squeals before class begins.  Laptops can only be used in special circumstances, such as presentations, groupwork, etc.  
A note about technology . . . it is possible that at some point we will meet in an electronic classroom during this course.  Therefore, you should be aware of some rules that accompany this privilege.  You are NOT permitted to chat via Instant Messenger, check your email, or play computer games (no Solitaire!) during class time.  Myspace and Facebook are also off limits.  Though I know that the convenient access tempts you, avoid using the computer and Internet for anything other than class assignments during class time.  If we are having a discussion in the EC, I ask that you turn your monitors off and keep your hands off the keyboards.   

Attendance:  Because of the collaborative nature of the course, prompt and regular attendance is absolutely essential.  You are allowed to miss three classes without any formal repercussions (except on draft workshop days as later explained); after your third absence, I will take points away from your final grade for the course.  If you miss more than 6 class periods, you can expect to fail the course.  Please understand that I do not make any distinction between excused and unexcused absences . . . so make sure that you have no court dates, doctor’s appointments, etc. before you decide to skip for some reason or another.  In essence, use your absences judiciously (like when you are legitimately sick).  Also, because tardiness is inconsiderate to your classmates, your instructor, and the learning environment, if you are more than ten minutes late to two classes, you can expect a final grade reduction.  Perpetual tardiness is Not Acceptable; if you regularly come to class late, your grade will reflect this behavior and you may be asked to leave the class. We will likely participate in several conferences throughout the semester as well.  These conferences take the place of class time and should be considered just as important. So, not showing up for a scheduled conference will also constitute an absence.  And finally, because a responsible college student not only shows up but shows up prepared, if you come to class and are grossly unprepared for the day’s agenda, you may be asked to leave and will accumulate an absence.  
Basically, if you show up, do your work, and participate, you will have few problems in terms of these policies.  If you do have to miss a class, you are responsible for all the material covered.  You should exchange contact information with a fellow classmate the first day of class and contact that student for make-up work as necessary.  If you are one of those dedicated individuals who come to every class for perfect attendance, you will receive two extra credit points ( added to your final grade.
Assignments:  All assignments including readings, projects, drafts, and final papers are due at the beginning of class on the specified due date.  I will not accept late workshop drafts, so if you do not have complete drafts on required workshop days you will lose points off of your final grade for the class (unless you have made prior arrangements with me).  Late work is highly undesirable and a late assignment will automatically lose an entire letter grade for each day that it is late.  Printer problems or failure is NOT an acceptable excuse for late work; there are several different computer labs on campus that allow you to print from your account or from a portable storage device.  USE THEM, if necessary.  If you must turn in an assignment after the due date, then you should place it in my departmental mailbox (located on the third floor of the MRHA building.  Emailed assignments are generally unacceptable and I require extenuating circumstances and prior arrangements before I will accept them.  Note:  even if you do make prior arrangements with me, I will still expect you to bring a hard copy of the assignment to your next class meeting.  
Please double-space your typed final drafts and use 12 point Times New Roman font.  Use MLA when documenting sources.

Writing Assignments:  
Journals:  Throughout the semester you will be keeping an ongoing journal of your observations and reactions to various aspects of the class.  At times, I may ask you to write entries that you will share with the entire class, while at other times, specific entries will be read only by you and me.  This ongoing assignment encourages you to experiment with different types of language and writing styles.  I won’t “grade” this particular assignment in the same way that most of you think of grading.  I will take up your journals periodically and read your entries, comment on content, and offer suggestions or ideas when appropriate (because of this last statement, you should probably choose to journal in a loose-leaf notebook so that you can easily remove and replace the entries). However, the only way to lose points on this assignment is to skip entries.

About the Entries:  As I said earlier, this assignment encourages imagination and experimentation.  You may choose to handwrite your entries or type them.  Although you should write in complete sentences most of the time (unless the particular entry calls for a different format, such as a poem), you can write without overly concerning yourself with syntax, structure, or grammar.  Doing this kind of writing regularly should help you develop your voice as a writer and thinker.  You will begin to see that writing, reading, and thinking are all recursive practices that depend upon one another.  Indeed, one cannot exist without the influence of the other.
Reading Entries:  You should plan on writing one entry for nearly every reading that is assigned to you.  Ideally, you should read the assignment actively (we will go over this term later) and then sit down and write about your reactions, impressions, and concerns dealing with the text.  Plan on writing about a page per reading entry (double-spaced if typed).  Do each reading entry before the class that the reading is due so that we all have a jumping off point into discussion.  You should bring your journal to class with you every day.

Drafts and Workshops:  Throughout the course, you will participate in several different types of draft and/or peer editing workshops.  It is important for you to save all brainstorming, prewriting, outlines, and drafts of your unique process.  Make sure that you save each draft on your computer separately so that you will have hard copies of each draft at the end of the semester.  These must be turned in with your final drafts and will also be used in your final portfolio, which you will receive more detailed information about in a separate assignment sheet.

Formal Papers:  The final draft of a formal paper is due at the beginning of the assigned class period.  When applicable, all drafts, peer evaluation forms, prewriting, etc. must be turned in along with your final drafts.  Please put all of these required materials into a folder with your name, class period, and date on the outside of the folder.  I will NOT accept any assignment that is not appropriately stapled or paper clipped, and placed inside a folder.  

Portfolios:  At the end of the semester, each 101 student will compile a writing portfolio made up of compositions of the student’s choice.  These portfolios will also contain the accompanying drafts and a letter of self-assessment.  Therefore, you need to save everything—and I mean everything—separately, so that at the end of the semester you don’t run into serious problems.  Make sure to save assignment sheets as well. This final project represents an entire semester’s worth of work and revision…it is an opportunity for you to tangibly demonstrate your evolution as a writer.
Plagiarism:  Part of your work and responsibility as a scholar requires that you accept the rules and ethics that guide academic writing.  Do not download a paper off of the Internet or get someone else to write an assignment for you.  Even when you feel at your most desperate, this option generally equals academic suicide.  I cannot stress the importance of this matter enough.

Make sure to credit the original author of any words or ideas other than your own within your paper, including summarized or paraphrased material. 

If I suspect you of plagiarism, I will report the infraction to the Director of First-Year Composition.  Any student found guilty of intentional plagiarism will fail the course and/or be subject to other disciplinary action from the college—no exceptions.  Please do not test me on this policy.  Visit http://academicintegrity.uncg.edu for more information on the University’s Academic Integrity policy.  If at any time you have a question concerning plagiarism, please contact me.  I will always help you in any way that I can.

Writing Center:  The University Writing Center is a wonderful service that is open to all UNCG students.  It is located in room 3211 of the Humanities building and is open for appointments and walk-ins.  For an appointment (recommended) call 334-3125.  At times, I may require you to visit the Writing Center.  However, all students are encouraged to go with any assignment. 

Disability Policy:  If you have any sort of disability that could affect your performance in the class or for which you need accommodation, please contact the Office of Disability Services at 334-5440 or http://ods.dept.uncg.edu.  
Grades:  This course will be evaluated a little differently than what you are probably expecting.  I will comment and offer feedback on most of your longer writing assignments—but I will NOT assign a specific letter grade.  Around the midterm you can expect an estimate of a grade range that your work falls within to that point.  At the end of the semester, you will be evaluated on your semester portfolio.  Don’t worry—there will be more information about this grading system a little further along in the semester.   
Evaluation:

Participation (attendance, punctuality, class


dialogue, etc.)



15%

Journals





15%

Drafts on time





15%

Your Portfolio





55%
When evaluating your assignments, I will take into consideration the following:  overall content, process, structure, sentence variety, voice and audience conventions appropriate for the genre, proper grammar and punctuation, and the presentation of a clean, proofread final copy.

If you have any questions or problems throughout the semester, please come and talk to me; I will always help you in any way that I can.  And because we all acknowledge that life happens, these policies may shift or be rewritten as the situation necessitates.  
101 Fall 08 Initial Work Sequence

Date


In-Class



Homework

M 8/25


Intro.



Read Didion BB Due: W 8/27







Read Morehead WM Due:  8/27







*Journal #1

W 8/27

Discuss Readings/Intro. to Rhet.

Read Dodson WM Due:  F 8/29

Read Rich  BB  Due: W 9/3

*Journal #2

**Assigned:  Recaptured Memories Exercise:  Write a narrative about your earliest vivid memory (should be before or around age 5 preferably), describing in detail the circumstances and setting.  Due:  W 9/3  2-3 pages
F 8/29

Discuss Rhet.




Practice Rhet. Analysis


Read Silko BB Due:  W 9/3







Read “Truth and Memory” BB Due: 9/3

*Journal #3

M 9/1

**Labor Day—No Class**
W 9/3

Discuss Rich, Silko, “Truth”

Read Allison pp. 1-32  Due:  W 9/10


Sign up for Conferences


Journal #4

**Assigned:  Growth Narrative Piece—see assignment sheet.  First draft due:  W 9/17  

F 9/5

Conferences 1-2:30—no class 


(meet in coffee shop)


M 9/8

Conferences 1-2:30—no class  
Read Allison pp. 32-56  Due:  F 9/12


(meet in coffee shop)


Journal #5


W 9/10

Discuss Allison



Read Allison pp. 56-end Due:  M 9/15







Journal #6



F 9/12

Discuss Allison



Wk on Growth








Read Gibson WM  Due:  W 9/17







Read Smith WM  Due: W 9/17
M 9/15

Finish Allison



Work on Growth

W 9/17

**Draft Workshop Day**

TBA
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