English 101-76

Fall 2008
Class Room: Graham 402



Instructor: Joe George




MWF 1-1:50pm




Office: MHRA 3210G

Office Hours: MF 2-2:30pm; W 2-3pm

E-mail: JAGeorgeENG@yahoo.com
· Also by appt.



Phone: 336-334-5867






Course Description:

English 101 is a reading and writing intensive course, in which you will learn how to enter academic discourse by reading a variety of texts and offering your responses, as well as three longer papers.  You will use all the steps of the writing process to create these papers, including peer editing sessions, and will improve your composition skills through various exercises and practice assignments.  
Learning Goals:

· To treat writing as an organic process, with multiple stages and elements.

· To create complex statements and arguments, employing various techniques and methods employed to particular effects.

· To critique and evaluate the writing of our peers.

· To exercise critical thinking in relation to a variety of texts. 

· To practice ethical interpretation of an other, whether encountered through written, visual, oral, or face-to-face interactions.

Required Texts:

· Beah, Ishmael. Long Way Gone. New York: Sarah Chrichton Books, 2007.
· Grabow, Brandy L., Laurie Lyda, and Melissa J. Richard. Writing Matters. Dubuque: Kendall/Hunt Publishing Company, 2008.
· Graff, Gerald and Cathy Birkenstein. They Say/I Say. New York: W. W. Nortan & Co., 2006.
· Norgaard, Rolf. Composing Knowledge: Readings for College Writers. Boston: Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2007. 

Required Materials:

· Notebook and Writing Material (must bring to every class)

· Access to computer

· e-Spartan and Blackboard Accounts

· Access to printer and word processing program

Course Policies:

Late Work: Late work is not accepted under any circumstances. Failure to turn in any assignment by the assigned date will result in a zero for that assignment.  If you foresee a problem with meeting an assigned due time then you must contact me at least 24 hours before that time.  Extensions will be granted at my discretion.
Attendance: You are granted five absences from class.  Neither paperwork nor excuse is needed for missing these classes.  On your sixth absence, you will be blocked from the course.  If this happens, your grade will be recorded as an “F;” to avoid an “F,” you must formally withdraw from the course through the registrar’s office before the final drop date. 
Tardiness: Class officially begins when I shut the door and start teaching.  If you arrive after the beginning of class, you will be considered tardy.  Repeated tardies may result in a penalty, such as a lowered course grade or being marked absent.

Communication: I am easiest to contact via e-mail, and I will respond to all messages within 24 hours.  If you do not receive a response from me within 24 hours, do not assume I got your message; continue sending your e-mail until I respond.  

Cell Phones/Laptops: All cell phones must be off (not silenced or in vibrate) during class time.  Continued cell phone interruptions will result in a penalty.  Laptops are not permitted in class without prior approval from me.
Plagiarism: Although plagiarism will absolutely not be tolerated in this course, I do differentiate between intentional and unintentional plagiarism.  Intentional plagiarism—attempting to present another’s work as your own—will result in an F on the assignment.  Unintentional plagiarism—mistakes in citation or quotations, improper summaries—will result a lowered grade on the assignment.  Repeated occurrences of either type of plagiarism may result in some form of disciplinary action, including expulsion from the course. For more information, refer to UNCG’s Academic Integrity Policy (http://studentconduct.uncg.edu/policy/academicintegrity/).
MLA Format: All of the out-of-class assignments for this course will be in MLA Format.  This means that they must be double-spaced with 1” margins, 12pt. Times New Roman fonts, on white 8 ½ x 11” paper.  All citations must also use MLA format.  Any paper that does not meet these requirements will not be accepted.  Handwritten out-of-class work is not allowed.  For more information, see http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/557/01/.
The Writing Center: The Writing Center is a valuable resource for all UNCG students, and especially those in ENG 101.  The Center is located in 3211 MHRA, and is ready to help you with any part of the writing process.

Disability Services: Students who have any sort of disability and require accommodations for their courses must contact the Office of Disability Services at 334-5440.  For more information visit their website at http://ods.dept.uncg.edu/
Assignments
Grading Scale:
100 – 90 = A+/A/A-

89 – 80 = B+/B/B-
79 – 70 = C+/C/C-

69 – 60 = D+/D/D-
59 – below = F

Participation- 20%

· Participation includes a variety of activities and responsibilities, including general engagement, participation, and active contributions to our in-class groups.  Any Blackboard assignments, such as blogs and wikis, will be included in your participation grade. 

Responses- 15%

· You will be assigned 5 response papers throughout the semester, in which you read a particular essay and prepare some sort of response, according to an assigned prompt.  These papers must be at least 1 full page (no more than 1 ½ pages long), and will involve particular elements to be discussed when the response is assigned.
Editorial Work- 10%

· Part of your process will include being paired with another student, whose work you will review and critique before they turn in the final draft.  This work is essential to both your success and your partner’s success and must be treated seriously.
Paper Drafts- 10%

· You will write 3 long papers throughout the semester, each to be assigned later.  Although you are expected to include your final, most polished draft in your portfolio, you will still receive a grade for this draft.  
Portfolio- 45%

· The capstone of this course will be a portfolio containing 20 pages of your most polished writing, consisting of work you choose from throughout the semester.  This writing must be your finest work, revised after receiving comments from me and your peer editor (as well as any comments from the Writing Center!).
