English 101-78

UNCG Fall 2008

Meeting Time: MWF (1:00-1:50 Bryan 135)

Instructor: Ms. Anna Whiteside

Office: MHRA 3112E

Email: Aewhites@spartan.uncg.edu*

Office Hours: MWF 11:00-12:00 PM. I will be available on a first come first serve basis, so come early! I am also available Thursday mornings by appointment, only. 

* I don’t sit at my computer all day, and in fact do things like eat, sleep, run, etc. I will get back to your emails as soon as I can, but please give me 24 hours.

Materials:



Beah, Ishmael. A Long Way Gone. New York; Sarah Crichton Books, 2007.


(ISBN 978-0-374-10523-5)


      Grabow, Brandy L, Lyda, Laurie, and Richard, Melissa J., eds. Writing Matters Fourth Ed. Dubuque, Iowa: Kendall/Hunt Publishing Group, 2008.


(ISBN  978-0-7575-5478-0)

Graff, Gerald and Birkenstein, Cathy. They Say I Say: The Moves that Matter in Academic Writing. New York: Norton, 2006.


(ISBN 978-0-393-92409-1)

Norgaard, Rolf, ed. Composing Knowledge: Readings for College Writers. Boston: Bedford/St. Martins, 2007.

(ISBN 978-0-312-15313)

· You will also need computer access, as well as printer access. I expect a hard copy of all assignments (extraordinary circumstances will be treated at my discretion). Please check Blackboard and your UNCG email every day.

· You will need a paper and pencil in class each day.

Why am I taking this class?


English 101 fulfills the “General Reasoning and Discourse” section of your degree. Without having credit for this class, you will not get a degree at UNCG. That being said, I assume that you are in college because you would like to have your dream career one day, and also become a general all-around well-educated person. One of the first things people notice about you, whether you are interviewing for the dream job or asking the dream person out on a date, will be the way that you communicate. 


The approach that I plan to take towards this course will be looking at writing  and literature as a conversation. Though we will be doing a good deal of reading in the course, that will only be half of it. Rather than looking at these texts as speaking at us, we will be looking at them as though they are rather part of a conversation, and learning to respond. By doing so, I hope to show you the active part you can take in the writing process. 

Learning Goals

· Gaining the necessary investigation and comprehension skills to become active readers

· Learning to interpret what you read, in order that you understand what a writer is trying to tell you, and what rhetorical skills they are using to do so

· Learning and demonstrating organization skills for clear and concise writing

· Looking at opposing arguments objectively

· Using these skills in synthesis with each to use your writing skills to respond to what you have read. 

Attendance


You can’t learn if you aren’t here. There is a participation factor to your grade, and attendance will be factored into this. Excessive tardiness will also have a negative effect on your participation grade Five absences equals two weeks of class. Miss more than this, and you will fail this class.  Being absent on a day that an assignment is due does not excuse you from that assignment. In an exceptional circumstance, I will accept an emailed assignment. Going out of town for a vacation does not count as an exceptional circumstance – turn this in ahead of time. 

(Exceptional circumstances will be taken into consideration at my discretion.)

Conferences


You must have one conference with me, following the due date of the first assignment. Your most important grade will be on the portfolio, so we will be talking about the writing on your first paper in this conference. This should be a lot of help to you, and it will be a time in which I will give you all my attention. While no other conference will be required of you past this, you may earn extra credit points by meeting with me at least once before November 24th. Please schedule this conference with me as soon as you know your availability, as I will not be able to guaranty mine. 

Late Work


Nope. Get it in on time. I will not accept an assignment past the end of this class on the day that the assignment is due. 

Writing Center


Help with your writing, and you don’t even have to pay for it! The Writing Center is located in 3211 MHRA. You will need to visit at least once before the final day of class, though you are certainly encouraged to visit as often as you like. In fact, each visit to the writing center, whether for this class or for another, will give you one extra credit point to your final grade. Be sure to have your tutor in the writing center send me a note saying that you have been by. 

Plagiarism
“If knowledge is to be gained and properly evaluated, it must be pursued under conditions free from dishonesty. Deceit and misrepresentations are incompatible with the fundamental activity of this academic institution and shall not be tolerated.”

(http://academicintegrity.uncg.edu/)

Familiarize yourself with UNCG’s Academic Integrity policy and know that it will be strictly enforced in this class. Plagiarism is stealing, theft of thought; cheaters won’t prosper in my classroom. 

We will be discussing the definition of and ways to avoid plagiarism in the beginning of the semester.

Disability Services
If you have any sort of disability that could affect your performance in this class or for which you need accommodation, please alert me as soon as possible AND contact The Office of Disability Services at 334-5440.

Participation

Participation will be a part of your grade. This means that when we have class discussions, group work, or editorial pairs, you need to be an active participant. And, as stated above, you will need to show up to class to be an active participant. Part of active participation means reading the text listed on the syllabus by the day that it is listed next to.

Assignments

· Essays: You will turn in three 4-5 page essays before the end of class. They will be: 1. a personal essay; 2. a rhetorical analysis; 3. an argument based paper. The final paper will involve some research. I will pass out a more detailed description of the assignments in the next few weeks.  While I will be looking at your initial attempts to the essays, the most important essays will be the final versions which you include in the final portfolio.

· Responses: You will write five one-two page written responses to select course readings.

· Editorial Pairs: I will be splitting you up into editorial pairs. In these pairs, you will be reviewing and providing feedback for each other’s work on two separate class days, though you could certainly meet with each other outside of class to strengthen your work. Before we get to this, however, we will look at sample essays so that you will be comfortable enough to know that you are providing effective feedback to each other.

· Portfolio: At the end of the semester, you will compile your best work into a portfolio. 

Grade Breakdown


40% Final Portfolio


20%  Class Participation


10% Essay 1


10% Essay 2


10% Essay 3


10%  Responses

Respect!


We will be having a lot of discussions in this class, and I ask you to follow the golden rule, and treat your classmates and your instructor as you would expect to be treated. Disrespect will not be tolerated. If you ridicule or are excessively cruel to someone during discussions, you will be asked to leave the class.Also included under the idea of disrespect would be matters included communication technology. If your cell phone rings during class, if you text someone, if you pull our a game boy, if you are listening to your ipod, if you get on your lap-top to score that really cool fake Gucci bag on Ebay, I will consider this disrespect. Disrespectfulness of any sort will hurt your participation grade, as disrespect is a form of negative participation.

Responses
I have listed five due dates for responses on the syllabus. These response topics will be given to you a week in advance. These are to be posted on Blackboard (either the discussion board or student blog section – more information to follow), and should equal about a double spaced page in Microsoft Word (I highly suggest to write these in Word, take advantage of the spell check option, and copy and paste it on Blackboard. You will revise two of these to be put in your portfolio at the end of the semester.

Editorial Pairs
I will be dividing the class up into editorial pairs, so that you can provide feedback to each other and get an extra set of eyes to look at your work before you turn it in. Before we work in pairs, you will learn enough about editing and what makes a “good” paper that you should feel comfortable with this process. Your partner will help you with the individual goals you set for yourself at the beginning of the semester. Part of your participation grade will come from this work.

Drafts

The three essays that you will ultimately be responsible for will first be turned into me in draft form. While each of these drafts are 10% of your grade, I also understand that they are just that – a draft – and I do not expect for them to be perfect. That said, this is not an excuse to slack off, either.

Portfolio
Your final product for this class will be a portfolio of the “more perfect” writing (and by that I mean more polished, because no writing is ever perfect!). This portfolio will include your three revised essays, as well as three revised response papers. 

Schedule of Readings

*Subject to Change*

Week 1:

Aug 25  Syllabus, Introduction.

Aug 27 English 101: A Primer (WM); Introduction (TSIS)

Aug  29 Learning the Language (CK) Fundamental Concepts of Rhetoric (WM)

Week 2:

Sept 1 NO CLASS

Sept 3 Response 1 Due From Outside In (Mellix); Essay Topic 1 given.

Sept 5  Marginalia (CK);  The Art of Reading (WM)

Week 3:

Sept 8 Essay 1 Rough draft 1 due to editing partner; A Cup of Coffee (WM), Conferencing Rhetorically (WM)

Sept 10 Editing Pairs
Sept 12 ALWG (1-7) Chapter 1 (TSIS)

Week 4:

Sept 15 Rough Draft 2 due to me; ALWG (8-11) 

Sept 17 ALWG (12-16) Chapter 2 (TSIS)

Sept 19 Response 2 Due; ALWG (17-21); Chapter 3 (TSIS)

Week 5:

Sept 22 Conferences

Sept 24 Invisible Children pt. 1; Alternative Media in the Classroom (WM)
Sept 26 Invisible Children pt. 2, discussion to follow; Essay topic 2 given.

Week 6: 

Sept 29 Conferences

Oct 1 Response 3 due; Writing About Africa (Blackboard); Power Point Presentation on Sierra Leone and Beach controversy

Oct 3 Chapter 8 (TSIS);  Teaching New Worlds/New Words (CK)

Week 7:

Oct 6 Conferences

Oct 8 Seeing (CK)

Oct 10 Rough Draft Due to Editing Partner; Entering the Conversation (CK)

Week 8:

Oct 13 Editing Pairs

Oct 15 Between the Drafts (CK); But a Donkey Didn’t Write That Paper (WM)
Oct 17 Rough Draft 2 Due to me.  Becoming Dot.Competent (WM); In Your Facebook.Com

Week 9:

Oct 20 NO CLASS

Oct 22 Library Visit; 

Oct 24 Response 4 Due; Final Essay Topic Given and discussion

Week 10

Oct 27 Bitch (CK); Chapter 4 (TSIS)

Oct 29 The Lost Art of Political Argument (CK);  Chapter 5 (TSIS)

Oct 31 Academic Discourse (CK); Chapter 6 (TSIS)

The Rest of the Schedule Will Be Adjusted Based on Class Needs and Interests
Week 11

Nov 3

Nov 5

Nov 7 Response 5 Due

Week 12

Nov 10

Nov 12 Rough draft due to editing partners

Nov 14 Editing Pairs

Week 13

Nov 17 Response 6 Due

Nov 19

Nov 21

Week 14

Nov 24 Rough Draft 2 Due to Me

Nov 26 NO CLASS

Nov 28 NO CLASS

Week 15

Dec 1

Dec 3

Dec 5 

Week 16

Dec 8

