Fall 2008: English 102

Section 02 (1-1:50 MWF) and Section 04 (3:30-4:45 MW) 

Ms. Laurie Lyda

3210E, MHRA (Office Hours: after class & by appointment)

LLLyda@uncg.edu
“A small group of thoughtful people could change the world. Indeed, it’s the only thing that ever has.”

-Margaret Mead

Course Description: 

Awareness of the rhetoric that constructs our world ensures success on many levels. In this course, we will interrogate spoken, written, and visual texts with the aim of understanding argument structure, style, and presentation. After gaining a foundation in the study of argument, we’ll examine socially conscious films and texts to explore the constructions that create our world. In this examination, students will prepare group presentations, write reflection essays, and participate in current events discussions, along with other individual and small-group oriented tasks. At the end of English 102, students will possess the tools needed for translating critical thought into articulate and effective verbal and written communication. 

Required Texts and Materials:

Books

Oral Presentations in the Composition Course: A Brief Guide (Duncan and Friedrich)

Easy Writer (Lunsford)

Catch Me If You Can (Abagnale)

Queen Bees & Wannabes (Wiseman)

Articles, Selected Chapters
E-reserves, TBA (These documents will be available through Blackboard; students are required to print out all assigned readings and bring them to class.)

Visual Texts
( The following visual texts will be shown in class:


“Minimum Wage” episode of 30 Days

Mean Girls

Catch Me If You Can

( Films will also be assigned as part of the Group Presentation that is worth 25% of the course grade; each group is responsible for locating and viewing their assigned film.

Learning and Speaking Goals:
As a student in this course, you will

( Apply critical academic standards to written, visual, and oral texts

( Interpret and evaluate argumentative discourse

( Construct cogent arguments and communicate those arguments clearly, coherently, and effectively

( Locate, synthesize, and evaluate information, weighing evidence and evaluating the arguments of differing viewpoints

( Demonstrate an understanding of the aims and methods of intellectual discourse

( Enhance learning through active engagement in oral communication

( Improve oral skills and abilities

Course Requirements and Grading:

( Group Participation and Presentation: 25%


- This assignment will be graded on a 100-point scale.

( Reflection Portfolio: 25%


- This assignment will be graded on a 100-point scale.
( Informal speaking and writing assignments (current events, Blackboard postings, etc.): 15%

- These assignments will be graded on a check plus (excellent), check (good), check minus (needs improvement) scale.

( Class Participation (speaking, reading, draft work, etc.): 20%

- Participation will be graded on a qualitative basis. You’re either participating or you’re not, and if you’re not, you receive zero points for the day.

( Formal Individual Speech/Presentation: 15%


- This assignment will be graded on a 100-point scale.

A few key points:

( Attendance is crucial. 

If you are in the MW class: Students may miss four classes for any reason – I don’t care why you’re out for these four days. However, after the fifth absence, no matter what the reason, the student will automatically receive an F for the course. Students with perfect attendance will earn two points on their final course grade. 

If you are in the MWF class: Students may miss five classes for any reason – I don’t care why you’re out for these five days. However, after the sixth absence, no matter what the reason, the student will automatically receive an F for the course. Students with perfect attendance will earn two points on their final course grade.

( Late Papers are not accepted. Assignments are due on the day of or zeroes will be awarded. 

( Late Speeches cannot be given. Speeches are to be presented on the day of or zeroes will be awarded.

( If a student is missing any of major grades for the course, then the student will not pass the class. 

( Email submissions are not accepted. Hard copies – stapled and organized – are the only acceptable submissions, regardless of how finicky the printer or how low the ink cartridge. 

( Unless otherwise stated, students should follow basic MLA documentation. Format does factor into the grading of written work.  

( Students are welcome to seek outside help from the Speaking Center and Writing Center, both of which are located on the third floor of MHRA. 

Student Conduct:

Don’t be rude. Don’t talk when others are talking. Don’t sleep and/or snore in class. Do not text message or email or IM or call people or answer the phone. Any of this behavior – and anything else that counts as rude that I have not listed here – will earn students a zero for the day’s work. Note that I often do not bother telling students that texting or whatnot has been noticed; I simply give them a zero. 

Academic Integrity:
Work should be a student’s own. Plagiarism and cheating of any kind will not be tolerated. Violations of the UNC-G Academic Integrity Policy will be reported to the Director of Composition and become a matter of departmental record. In addition, violations earn students an automatic F for the course. For more information, refer to <http://studentconduct.uncg.edu/>

** The enforcement of the policies detailed in this syllabus is at the instructor’s discretion. **

