English 102-07, 11 S: English Composition 
Myth-Making: Telling and Re-telling
Fall 2008
TR 9:30-10:45, 12:30-1:45
Course Description and Goals: 
English 102-S is a speaking intensive composition course.  Students will produce oral presentations and projects using composition methods.  The goal of the course is to teach students effective oral communication: this means speaking clearly, knowledgeably, and to a point.  To achieve this, students will implement basic composition techniques, such as drafting, peer-editing, and revision.  This course will focus on concepts of myth and archetypal theory.  Readings and projects will be based around these ideas in an effort to demonstrate connections between mythic narrative patterns, modern forms of communication, and our individual lives.
Course Objectives:

· Students will read and hear a variety of myths, fairy tales, and folk tales from a variety of cultures and learn to recognize archetypal patterns and figures in these stories, as well as recognize these patterns and figures in modern storytelling such as advertizing and film.

· Students will analyze meaning, character, themes, and plot in stories by retelling them in a variety of genres: the fairy tale, the film trailer, and the family legend.
· Students will employ good writing skills and effective speaking skills.

· Students will participate as ethical and responsible story-tellers and hearers.

Attendance Policy
I have a no-excuse attendance policy.  Absences will be marked and upon your seventh absence from the class, you will be asked to drop or fail the class.  It is your responsibility to keep track of your absences and to find out what information you may have missed.
Participation:
Participation will be a large part of your grade.  Participation includes being present for class, speaking and responding during class discussion, doing the readings and assignments, coming to conferences, and working effectively with your group members.
Late Work:
I do not accept late work.  Written assignments are to be turned in on the day they are due or they will receive a zero.  I do not accept written assignments via email.  You may not be absent on the day of your presentation: it will receive a zero.  If you see a problem arising, it needs to be addressed before the day of your presentation.

Black Board:

Black Board will be an important part of this course, so familiarize yourself with it.  Reading assignments will be posted here.  You should print these off, read them, and bring them to class for discussion.  You will also be posting responses to the discussion forum on Black Board.  There will be a deadline for posting.  Black Board also provides opportunities for group communication, so take advantage of this tool.
Conferencing:

Each student will conference with me at least once during the semester.  Each student should come with a completed rubric evaluation of their presentation.  Conferences must take place no more than 1 week after the presentation, either during my office hours or by appointment if other arrangements are necessary (please, note, however, that no conferences will be given after the last day of class, December 4).  Students who do not appear for a conference within this time slot will lose points for their presentation and for participation.
Academic Honor Code:

Using someone else’s words or ideas as your own on any type of written or oral assignment is plagiarism.  The policy is defined in the student handbook and online (www.uncg.edu/saf/studediscp/Honor.html). Please see me if you have any questions about what constitutes plagiarism.

Grades:
Projects will be graded using the rubric created by the Speech Communication Association.  This rubric is adaptable to each presentation and takes in both written content and oral presentation.  It is designed to provide you with feedback in a variety of areas so that you may identify your strengths and weaknesses and adapt your subsequent presentations accordingly.
Assignments:

Fairy Tale Re-telling Project (individual) 15%
Current Event Movie Pitch (group) 25%

Family Tall Tale (individual) 20%
Communication Chronicles (Black Board Posts) 20%
Participation 20%
Communication Chronicles:
About once a week, we will spend time in class journaling.  This activity is designed to give you time to work out ideas and practice writing in a controlled environment.  Some journals will be based on a question or prompt that I will generate or it will be from free-writing.  You will then turn your in-class journal entry into a Black Board post.  You will be required to make 6 posts over the course of the semester. 

Resources:
Speaking Center: http://speakingcenter.uncg.edu/
Writing Center: http://www.uncg.edu/eng/writingcenter/
Library: http://library.uncg.edu/
Teaching and Learning Center: http://www.uncg.edu/tlc/
Sur La Lune Fairy Tales: http://www.surlalunefairytales.com/
Perseus Project: http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/cgi-bin/vor
Course Schedule
	Tuesdays
	Thursdays

	August 26

First day of class

Discussion of syllabus; Story Exchange
	August 28

“Snow White” (Sur La Lune)
Discussion of pre-writing strategies

	September 2

“Cupid and Psyche” (Black Board)
Til We Have Faces pg. 66


	September 4

Til We Have Faces pg. 129

	September 9

Til We Have Faces pg. 190
	September 11

Til We Have Faces pg. 250
Prospectus due

	September 16

Til We Have Faces pg. 309
“Remembering the Story” (Black Board)

“Adapting the Story for Telling” (Black Board)
	September 18

Speaking Center Workshop

	September 23

Fairy Tale Presentations (5)
	September 25

Fairy Tale Presentations (5)

	September 30

Fairy Tale Presentations (5)


	October 2

Fairy Tale Presentations (5)

	October 7
Fairy Tale Presentations (2)
	October 9

Library Instruction

	October 14

Movie Discussion The Queen
	October 16 

Movie Discussion The Last King of Scotland

Prospectus due

	October 21

Fall Break
	October 23

Group Workshop

Grammar Review

	October 28

Movie Pitch Presentations (3)

	October 30

Movie Pitch Presentations (2)

	November 4

Big Fish pg. 54
	November 6

Big Fish pg. 119

	November 11

Big Fish pg. 180

Prospectus Due
	November 13

Group Workshop

	November 18

Family Story Presentations (5)
	November 20

Family Story Presentations (5)

	November 25
Family Story Presentations (5)
	November 27

Thanksgiving Break

	December 2

Family Story Presentations (5)
	December 4

Last Day of Class

Family Story Presentations (2)


Instructor: Stephanie Womick


HHRA 3112F


Phone: 4-5837


Email:srwomick@uncg.edu 


Office Hours: TR 2-3:30 





Required Texts:


Til We Have Faces C.S. Lewis


Big Fish Daniel Wallace


Texts available on Black Board through e-reserve.





Required Materials:


Writing implements (pen, paper, etc.)


Internet access (available in library)


Blackboard account











