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ENG 102-10:  Place, Space, and Meaning
Fall 2008
T/TH –12:30 – 1:45; MHRA 2204
Instructor:  Mary Beth Pennington




Office: MHRA 3112

E-mail:  m_pennin@uncg.edu  





Mailbox: MHRA TA Lounge
Office Hours: TBA






Office Phone: 334-5837
Texts and Materials:
Texts
Various e-reserve/Blackboard essays (TBA)
Your own life experience

Materials

Paper, pens for writing each day

Access to a black and white printer

Access to internet/Blackboard

_____________________________________________________________________

Course Values:

Our lives are defined by the spaces we inhabit both literal and figurative.  When you come into a classroom, the space demands certain behaviors, certain relationships.  Context, then, plays a key role in our ways of making meaning.  Where you are from geographically influences the way you interpret the world, how closely someone sits to you determines your impression of him or her -- all literal relationships.  Yet, space also works abstractly in our thinking, our negotiation of experience.  Tuan in Space and Place: The Perspective of Experience describes “place as security; space as freedom.”  The ancient Greeks often used the combined image and metaphor of a rambling house with many rooms as a way of remembering a very complex argument; idea one resides in this room; this door symbolizes a transition into a new line of thinking, and so on.  Even the way we construct language (syntax and grammar) and speak (the rhythmic give and take of conversation), the pauses we demand, hint at our reliance on space as an important indication of meaning.  Using location as a guiding point, we will read various essays that toy with the notion of space, view and analyze works of art that do interesting things with space, listen to music, read poetry that uses space, as in “pause,” as a way of indicating meaning, and as an extension of our conversations, we will experiment with space and place in our own writing and speaking assignments.  We will ultimately work to isolate creative ways we can use and think about space to become more authentic and engaging speakers and listeners.  
Learning Outcomes:
At the basic, university-required level, through our in-class work, you will

· learn the way argumentative discourse works;

· how to interpret it, connect it, critique it, contrast it, and ultimately use it successfully in your academic career and beyond;

· understand the way language informs our lives as humans and why a working knowledge of rhetoric is essential to our success as social beings.  
This is a speaking intensive course, so you should be prepared to talk in class.  The intent of the course is to make you more aware of the consequences of your actions as a writer, reader, and speaker.  As such, the classroom environment should be considered a practice space.  We will transition into higher stakes speaking assignments as the course goes on in order to allow each person his or her space to warm up to speaking as the semester progresses.
Our Work: 

  

· Be Present:  Since so much of this class will be based on in-class activities that cannot be made up, your attendance is essential to your success in this course.  You should assume that missing more than 3 class periods will severely affect your grade.  I am willing to work with students who notify me AHEAD of class time that they will be absent.  I will not catch you up on missed assignments unless I’ve been given proper notice of your absence.  Arriving to class late can also set you back since you’ll most likely miss calendar updates.  Be mindful of your ethos, and come to class.
· In-Class Activities: Each day will involve some element of writing, reading, thinking, or speaking.  You must be prepared to speak in class and participate in group activities.  Try to let yourself go and enjoy the company of your classmates.  We will slowly come to trust one another through informal discussions and writing activities that will demand time, interest, and respect for one another.  
· Homework Journals are single-spaced, one page, type-written questioning-thinking-wandering-analyzing tools written about your ideas, readings, and our discussions. A full page is expected.
· Individual Speaking Activity:  In addition to a few informal speaking activities, you will be required to deliver one talk before the class for formal evaluation.  Details of this assignment will follow.  You will be given plenty of time to prepare.  
· Draft workshops: For each of our papers, you will be writing 2 drafts.  Make sure you are present on each draft workshop day and that your drafts meet specified requirements.  You will want each of these drafts to be the best representation of your work to that date.  
· Formal Papers:  You will write two 5-page papers for this course. You will receive a description sheet explaining the nature and scope of the papers plenty of time before each assignment is due.
· Group Ethnographic Presentations:  You and your group will observe, record, and share with the class your experiences of immersion in a culture outside of your own.  Your primary angle in this assignment will be the way space and place operate in this culture.  Throughout the semester, you and your group members will decide how the observation and recording of these practices will be handled.  Towards the end of the semester, your group will strategize an engaging way to share what you’ve learned about this unfamiliar culture in a presentation format with the rest of the class as your audience.  You will be given the full assignment in steps to prevent overload as we move forward.  Details will follow.  
Grade Breakdown:

Speaking – 50% total
Informal Speaking Events/Participation (evidence of reading; being here):  20%
Group Ethnography Work (meetings, note taking, group updates, final presentation, etc.): 25% 

Individual Presentation: 5%

Writing – 50% total 
In-class writing: 10%

Journals: 10%

Papers: 30% (10% each; 5% for each draft workshop)
Academic Integrity:

If you present the words or ideas of another as your own, you are guilty of plagiarism.  Please understand that, perhaps unlike your high school experience, college administration is VERY serious about academic integrity.  You are responsible for reading and understanding Academic Integrity Policy as defined by the student handbook at: www.uncg.edu/saf/studiscp/Honor.html.  Read the Plagiarism Statement in Writing Matters as well.  A warning:  If you lift words from an Internet site or present another’s words as your own, you will automatically fail this course.  It is very simple to spot plagiarism, so when in doubt about what is or isn’t acceptable, ask me.

Examples of Plagiarism:

1. Copying part or the whole of another student’s paper.

2. Copying without documentation part or all of a published essay, article, or book - including Internet material.

3. Purchasing a paper from a company.

4. Downloading a paper from the Internet.

5. “Cut and paste” plagiarism:  This includes simply rearranging sentences and phrases from an original source, or replacing a few words with synonyms; using direct quotations without appropriate quotation marks and quotations without adequate documentation.  

6. Presenting as your own original idea, even thoroughly paraphrased, without attribution to the author.  

Classroom Policies:

1. Class assignments are to be completed before the beginning of the class period for which they are scheduled.  Lack of preparation will immediately detract from your grade.

2. Out of class Journals must be at least one full page, typed, single-spaced, 12 point Times New Roman font with no greater than 1.25 margins.

3. Late work is unacceptable unless you have made prior arrangements with me no less than 24 hours in advance.  If you must turn in late work, I lower the grade one full letter for every day the work is late, including weekends.

4. All written assignments must be submitted to me in-person during class time unless otherwise specified. You are expected to turn your papers in; I will not take any written work from students other than yourself, and will not give your papers to anyone else but you.

5. Attendance is essential.  Readings and assignments will be distributed and announced in class, so you need to be here in order to stay on track.  Come to class so you can be up to date with the schedule.  If you miss more than three classes without proper notice, you should expect your final grade to suffer. 

6. Peer workshops and conferences are mandatory.  Should you miss, unexcused, any of the journals, essays, unannounced group work exercises, or other in-class activities you should expect your absence to negatively affect your semester grade.

Speaking Center

The Speaking Center will be a valuable asset to you and your group for this course.  It provides workshops and consultations to enhance your communication skills.   3211 MHRA.  Hours are TBA, but I’ll get them to you once they are set for the semester.  

Writing Center:

This free resource is available to all UNCG students.  At the Center, you may make an appointment or just drop in to have a one-on-one conference with a writing center consultant.  They can assist you on any stage of the writing process, from brainstorming topics to revising a final paper.  Please take advantage of this unique resource located in MHRA on the third floor - 3211.  Hours are TBA, but I’ll get them to you once they are set for the semester.  
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