ENG 102-14(S)  Composition II

Narrative Writing

M/W/F  8-8:50am  MHRA 2209


Instructor:  
Colleen Farrell Colby

Office:  
McIver 113

Office Hrs:
M/W/F  9:55-10:55am and by appt

Telephone: 
334-9846

Email:

cfcolby@triad.rr.com, cfcolby@uncg.edu  



Materials  

Book: The Art of Truth: Contemporary Creative Nonfiction by Bill Roorbach

e-spartan email account & blackboard access

About this Course

The focus of this course will be on personal writing.  All writing has a personal element but we will look at personal writing in the context of literary analysis, personal narrative and opinion. Personal writing requires a unique kind of risk-taking and a distinct audience awareness, things we will continually consider as the course progresses.  As a class, we will read a number of nonfiction essays and consider the risks taken and the effect those risks have on the reader and on the piece itself. You will also be asked to write several short essays, taking your own risks and utilizing different writing styles and techniques.  

This is a speaking intensive course so you will also be polishing your oral communication skills. Expect to speak regularly both in small groups and in front of the class.  This will involve daily discussion as well as critical analysis, a group presentation and a final individual speech.

Learning Goals

· Understand the principles of effective oral and written rhetoric

· Learn to speak clearly and effectively in front of a group and to adapt speaking skills to both audience and subject matter  

· Participate in group feedback and support processes with the aim of improving both oral and written communication abilities

· Interpret and evaluate written and/or oral arguments

· Locate and evaluate relevant information

· Construct and communicate cogent arguments

Grading

This course will comprise both speaking and writing activities.  Your grade will be based on both.

Short Essays








27%

    (Compare & Contrast, Personal Narrative, Writing Prompt)

Opinion Project








10%
This I Believe Essay







15%

Group Presentation & Peer Group Evaluation




18%

Participation (including attendance, active participation, involvement in class/group 


     activities, workshops, in-class writing and conferences)


15%

Individual This I Believe Presentation





15%

There are no make-up dates for presentations.  If you are unprepared to do a presentation on your assigned day you will receive a failing grade on that assignment.  Due to the collaborative nature of group work and workshopping, I also expect that your essays will be ready on the appropriate dates noted in your syllabus. 

Conferences

You will all meet with me at least twice a semester- once in your group to discuss your presentation and once individually prior to your final speech. You are always welcome to come and talk with me at other times or to ask me to view additional drafts of your work.

The Classroom Community and Attendance Policy 

This class is meant to be a place where we can have thoughtful discourse. Due to the fact that this class will focus on personal writing, the content of both essays and speeches may be highly personal.  I expect you to be open to what your classmates are saying and respectful of others’ efforts in the class. 

Regular contribution to class and active listening to what your classmates have to say is an important part of this class making your attendance and preparation for class essential.  Perfect attendance will be rewarded.  Missing more than three classes will negatively affect your grade and missing more than six classes will likely result in a failing grade. For each absence beyond the permitted three your participation grade will be lowered a step, ie: from an A to an A-. I will excuse absences beyond the three only if there is an extraordinary situation and you provide me with appropriate documentation. It is your responsibility to provide this documentation and discuss with me whether the absence will be excused. 

If you are late or absent, you miss out on important course material.  Please try to come to every class and be on time!  If you must be absent email me in advance wherever possible and see a classmate to find out what you missed. Please make every effort NOT to be absent on group workshop, conference or presentation days.  These are an integral part of this course and cannot be made up.  Thus missing one of these days will negatively affect your participation grade. 

Also, please try to remember to turn off cell phones, pagers, etc. while in class.

Plagiarism

I expect students to adhere to the Academic Integrity Policy.  You will want to familiarize yourself with this policy, which is available on line at http://academicintegrity.uncg.edu/.” If you have a question about this policy please see me before it becomes a problem. 

Disability Services

Disability services are available in Suite 208 of the Elliott University Center 

(334-5440 ods@uncg.edu).

The Writing Center (3211 MHRA)

The Writing Center can provide you with assistance related to organization, grammar, development of ideas, etc. You are encouraged to drop in or call 334-3125 for an appointment.

The Speaking Center(3211 MHRA)

The Speaking Center can review with you the elements of your speeches for this class and suggest areas for improvement.  They can be reached at 256-1346.

Adverse Weather

University closings will be posted at http://www.uncg.edu/psp/weather/weatheralert.htm (334-4400).  Please do not assume classes are cancelled.  Call or email prior to class if you absolutely cannot make it due to weather but classes have not been cancelled.  In the event that a class is cancelled, continue to follow the course schedule and do the readings for the next class.  

Weekly Schedule- You will be notified in class or via blackboard (likely both) if changes are made to this schedule during the semester. Be sure to check the schedule regularly to keep up with readings and assignments, as I may not always mention them in class.  It is your responsibility to keep apprised of the syllabus and to do the assignments listed.  If you have any questions about any of the assignments feel free to ask or email me at any time.  

            IN CLASS    
   
WORK FOR NEXT CLASS

WEEK ONE

Aug
25

Introduction to the Course


obtain course materials




Review Syllabus

27    

Public Speaking, Student Introductions

review essays for group pres.

29

Groups, Group Presentation Handout

review essays for group pres.

“How to Write a Personal Essay” p. 299


WEEK TWO

Sept
1

No Class- Labor Day Holiday

3

Group Meeting




“The Kiss” p. 122

Hand in Group Presentation Preferences

“A Federal Offense” p. 176




Compare & Contrast Essays 




5    

Group Presentation Schedule


“Geography of the Heart” p. 141

Meet in Groups re: Presentation Duties

“A Small Place” p. 250

Go over “The Kiss” and “A Federal Offense”

WEEK THREE

Sept
8

Go over “Geography of the Heart” and “A 
Compare & Contrast Essay




Small Place”




Compare & Contrast techniques & examples.



10

“Lights of the Long Night” p.135 in class
Compare & Contrast Essay




Workshopping Techniques

12

Workshop Compare & Contrast essay

Revise Compare & Contrast 









Essay

WEEK FOUR

Sept
15

Conference Groups 1 and 2


17

Compare & Contrast Essay (revised) due
Group One Reading




Narrative Writing: Intros, Concl, Transitions

19

Group One Presentation


“Tracks & Ties” p. 118



In class Personal Narrative Writing

“The Woman Warrior” p. 106










“The Chase” Blackboard









Print “The Price We Pay”










And “The Fourth of July”

WEEK FIVE

Sept
22

Narrative Writing/Reading


Group Two Reading




“The Price We Pay” in class


Start Narrative Essay



 “The Fourth of July” in class

24

Group Two Presentation


Narrative Essay



Narrative Writing Workshopping

26

Begin Narrative Essays



Narrative Essay









Print “Salvation”

WEEK SIX

Sept
29

Prepare for Narrative Essay Workshop

Narrative Essay




In class Narrative Readings “Salvation”

Oct. 
1

Narrative Essay Workshop


Revise Narrative Essay

Oct
3

Conference Groups 3 & 4


Group 3 Reading










Revise Narrative Essay



WEEK SEVEN

Oct
6

Group Three Presentation


Revise Narrative Essay




Introduce “This I Believe”

8

Revised Narrative Essays Due


Group 4 Reading




Writing Prompt Essay Handout


10

Midterm Conferences, No Class

WEEK EIGHT

Oct
13

Introduce Opinion Project



Group 4 Presentation

Oct
15

Dissecting Arguments/Opinions


Find Op-ed




Review op-ed’s online

Oct
17

Conference Groups 5 & 6


Group 5 Reading

WEEK NINE

Oct
20

No Classes- Fall Break


22

Group 5 Presentation


24

Opinion Writing Project



Opinion Project


WEEK TEN

Oct
27

Opinion Writing Project



Opinion project




Examining an Issue



Group 6 Reading


29

Group 6 Presentation



Writing Prompt Essay










Opinion project






31

Opinion Writing Project



Opinion project










Writing Prompt Essay

WEEK ELEVEN

Nov
3

Opinion Writing Project Due


This I Believe




Individual Speech Handouts


Writing Prompt Esssay




This I Believe writing/examples


5

Writing Prompt Essay Workshop

This I Believe

7

This I Believe Examples and In Class Writing
This I Believe






Writing Prompt Essay Due

WEEK TWELVE

Nov
10

Speech & Essay Conferences


This I Believe

12

Speech & Essay Conferences


This I Believe

14

Speech & Essay Conferences


This I Believe
WEEK THIRTEEN

Nov
17

This I Believe Workshop


This I Believe

19

Individual Speeches






21

Individual Speeches





WEEK FOURTEEN

Nov
24

Individual Speeches/Essay Rewrites Due



26

No Class- Thanksgiving Break


28

No Class- Thanksgiving Break

WEEK FIFTEEN

Dec
1

Individual Speeches






3

Individual Speeches


5

Work on Final Essays/Optional Conferences

WEEK SIXTEEN

Dec
8

Last Day of Class




Final Essay Due

Dec 
12

8-9am Final Essays and Grade Calculations are available for optional 
pick-up.  All grades will be posted on UNCGenie within 48 hours of the designated final exam period. 

