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ENG 104-4: Approach to Literature

Graham 209     MWF 10-10:50 
Office hours: MWF 11-11:50

	Professor: Tom Christopher

	Contact Information:
Office: McIver 115
Mailbox: 3114 MHRA
	Phone: 334-9846

Email: techris2@uncg.edu


Course Description

This class is designed to provide an introduction of the major literary genres of fiction, poetry and drama and to explore the elements and traditions central to each. Since the course readings will predominately be primary texts (poems, short stories and plays), our classroom discussions will generally focus on the craft and structure of these works, the historical and cultural contexts from which they emerged, and our experience as readers.  

Student Learning Outcomes

By the end of the semester the student will be able to:

· Identify and understand varied characteristics of literature

· Apply techniques of literary analysis to texts

· Use the study of literature to develop skills in careful reading and clear writing

· Demonstrate understanding of the diverse social and historical contexts in which literary texts have been written and interpreted.

Attendance 

Attendance is required for this course. Students are allowed three absences during the semester, no exceptions. After that, if one misses: 

	Days
	% Points off final grade
	
	Days
	% Points off final grade

	4
	2 points
	
	8
	12 points

	5
	5 points
	
	9
	15 points

	6
	7 points
	
	10
	17 points

	7
	10 points
	
	11
	20 points


If a student misses 12 or more days (over four weeks), he/she will automatically fail the course. If a student is late or leaves class early, it counts as 1/2 an absence. If one has no absences at the end of the semester, the student will receive five extra % points toward his/her final grade. 


The only exceptions to this attendance policy fall under severe circumstances (family emergency, prolonged illnesses, etc.) and are subject to my discretion. For an excused absence, the student could not have possibly come to class and must previously exhibit a good work policy. Appointments scheduled over the class period (doctor’s or otherwise) generally do not count as an excused absence—please discuss the situation with me prior to scheduling the appointment. Any exception must be accompanied with proper documentation. Any work that was missed due to the absence must be made up.
Class Work

A student’s grade for this course will be determined from the following—

	Fiction Short Essay
	20%

	Poetry Short Essay
	20%

	Take Home Final Exam
	30%

	Read-response Journal
	15%

	Class Participation 
	15%


There will be two Short (3-5 page) Essays assigned during the semester. I will schedule ample time to develop and write the paper. This paper will be an opportunity to showcase the student’s understanding of the course material and his/her ability to think critically about our texts. We will discuss this further when the paper is assigned.

The Take-Home Final Examination will be assigned towards the end of the semester in lieu of an in-class final examination. It will be a variety of essay questions aimed at determining both the breadth and depth of the student’s knowledge of the course material. Like the short essays, there will be plenty of time to work on the final, so the highest quality work is expected. No late finals will be accepted.

Class participation is defined as not only being present in class, but also being alert, actively part of the discussion, and prepared with all the day’s course material. I.e., if one consistently sleeps through class or neglects bringing the required texts, it will reflect poorly in his/her class participation grade. Additionally, any in-class quizzes will be factored into the Class Participation portion of the grade.

The Read-Response Journal is an ongoing active and up-to-date written response to the day’s reading. These responses will be collected daily. This is not a formal assignment, so handwritten entries on college-rule, loose-leaf paper are completely acceptable (trim jagged edges from spiral notebooks). Please note, although not formal, this is an assignment and required for the course. I will provide you with a handout defining my expectations more fully. 

Any student with special needs should notify me and contact the Office of Disability Services (334-5440) as early as possible so we can make an appropriate learning and testing environment.

Assignment Details 

Unless otherwise noted, all assignments should follow MLA style of citations and formatting. In Short, all typed assignments should be double-spaced, with a size 12 “times” font, and 1-inch margins. The papers are to be stapled (no folded corners stuff) and turned in at the beginning of the class period in which they are due. (For specific MLA guidelines, please visit Purdue University’s MLA cite, http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/557/01/)

Late Papers will lose a half letter grade for each day they are late, up to a maximum of ten days, after which they will not be accepted at all (and a zero for the assignment will be received). Weekends count.


I will not accept assignments over the internet, through email, as attachments, etc. 

Texts 

The texts below are all required for this class and may be purchased at the campus bookstore or elsewhere. Online booksellers frequently offer discounted rates on their books, so it may be worthwhile to check there. However, “I have ordered my book but have not received it,” is not an excuse for not completing the reading. I have no problems with used books, but it is expected that the student obtain the edition assigned for this course (ISBN below). I will require all references to page numbers to be based upon the class editions.

The Seagull Reader: Literature, Edited by Joseph Kelly (2005)

W. W. Norton & Company

ISBN: 0-393-92677-X

The Road, Cormac McCarthy (2007)

Vintage Books 


ISBN: 0-307-38789-5

Native Guard, Natasha Trethewey (2006)
Houghton Mifflin Company

ISBN: 0-618-87265-5

Furthermore, in addition to these texts, there might be a few works posted onto the Library’s e-reserves or Blackboard (http://blackboard.uncg.edu). It is the student’s responsibility to have an active Novell account, as well as to print out and be familiar with the handouts before the class period in which they are to be discussed. I will make announcements when materials are posted, but also try to check the class site routinely. We will discuss this matter further in class.

Lectures and Readings

Lectures will not be merely an overview of the assigned readings. Thus, it is important that one comes to class prepared, and a thorough understanding of the readings on the day assigned will be pivotal to success in the class. If a student misses a class, he/she must be sure to catch up the material covered in lecture through a trustworthy classmate or a meeting with me.

Academic Integrity Policy

Students are expected to abide by the terms of the student code of academic conduct, available in the undergraduate bulletin or online at http://studentconduct.uncg.edu. I urge all students to examine this material, and consult me with any questions about plagiarism and academic integrity before it becomes an issue.  Please read http://academicintegrity.uncg.edu for a detailed explanation of the University’s expectations and process for academic integrity issues. 


On our Blackboard site, I will post a PDF explaining what is meant by plagiarism. Please refer to this document if you are unsure of what constitutes a violation. Ignorance of what constitutes plagiarism is not an acceptable excuse for plagiarism. Academic dishonesty of any kind will not be tolerated and will result in a failing grade in the course. I’m honestly interested in what my students have to say, not what can be found/bought on the internet.
Students at UNCG are required to write and sign the Academic Integrity Pledge on all major work submitted for this course. The pledge reads, "I HAVE ABIDED BY THE UNCG ACADEMIC INTEGRITY POLICY ON THIS ASSIGNMENT.”
Class Schedule

This schedule is a general idea of where we will be during the semester and is subject to change. More updated schedules will be posted to Blackboard throughout the semester.

	Introduction to Fiction

Week 1

	Mon. Aug. 25
	Introduction to the Class

	Wed. Aug. 27
	Introduction to Fiction 

Point of View & Characters (Seagull Reader 3-10)

Hemingway, “Hills Like White Elephants” (Seagull Reader 142) 

	Fri. Aug. 29
	Carver, “Cathedral” (Seagull Reader 28)

Last Day to Add/Drop

	Week 2 

	Mon. Sept. 1 
	Labor Day (no classes)

	Wed. Sept. 3
	Plot, Setting, Symbolism (Seagull Reader 10-18)

Perkins Gilman, “The Yellow Wallpaper” (Seagull Reader 110)

	Fri.  Sept. 5
	Motifs & Theme (Seagull Reader 18-21)

O’Brien, “The Things They Carried” (Seagull Reader 226)

	Week 3

	Mon. Sept. 8
	Oates, “Where Are You Going,…” (Seagull Reader 208)

	Wed. Sept. 10
	Cultural Contexts

O’Connor, “A Good Man is Hard to Find” (Seagull Reader 244)

	Fri. Sept. 12
	Kafka, “A Hunger Artist” (Seagull Reader 161)

	Week 4

	Mon. Sept. 15
	McCarthy, The Road through 43

	Wed. Sept. 17
	McCarthy, The Road through 89

	Fri. Sept. 19
	Paper #1 Assigned

Plagiarism Handout (Blackboard)

	Week 5

	Mon. Sept. 22
	McCarthy, The Road through 156

	Wed. Sept. 24
	McCarthy, The Road through 191

	Fri. Sept. 26
	McCarthy, The Road through 236

	Week 6

	Mon. Sept. 29
	McCarthy, The Road  (whole book)

	Wed. Oct. 1
	García Márquez, “A Very Old Man…” (Seagull Reader 103)


	Introduction to Poetry

(Week 6 cont.)

	Fri. Oct. 3
	Introduction to Poetry (Seagull Reader 365-372)

Wright, “A Blessing” (Seagull Reader 592)

Kinnell, “Blackberry Eating” (Seagull Reader 517)

	Week 7

	Mon. Oct. 6
	Narrative/Lyric/Dramatic (Blackboard)

Frost, “Home Burial” (Seagull Reader 461)

Blake, “The Tyger” (Seagull Reader 417)

Dove, “The House Slave” (Seagull Reader 449)

Browning, “My Last Duchess” (Seagull Reader 425)

Essay #1 Due

	Wed. Oct. 8
	Tone and Speaker (Seagull Reader 367-373)

Forché, “The Colonel” (Seagull Reader 460)

Owen, “Dulce Et Decorum Est” (Seagull Reader 541)

Kumin, “Woodchucks” (Seagull Reader 520)

Glück, “Mock Orange” (Blackboard)

	Fri. Oct. 10
	Imagery (Seagull Reader 373-385)

Komunyakaa, “Facing It” & “We Never Know” (Seagull Reader 518)

Pound, “In a Station of the Metro” (Seagull Reader 553)

Atwood, “You Fit Into Me” (Seagull Reader 406)

Ginsberg, “A Supermarket in California” (Seagull Reader 474)

Dickinson, “249” (Seagull Reader 438)

	Week 8

	Mon. Oct. 13
	Sounds (Blackboard)

Plath, “Daddy” (Seagull Reader 544)

Poe, “The Raven (Seagull Reader 547)

Carroll, “Jabberwocky” (Seagull Reader 429)

Hopkins, “Binsey Poplars,” “Carrion Comforts” & “No worst there is none…” (Blackboard)

	Wed. Oct. 15
	Structure: Line & Stanza (Seagull Reader 385-391 & Blackboard)

Stafford, “Traveling through the Dark” (Seagull Reader 568)

Williams, “The Red Wheelbarrow” & “This Is Just to Say” (Seagull Reader 587)

Whitman, “When I Heard…”(Seagull Reader 583)

	Fri. Oct. 17
	Structure: Rhyme & Meter (Seagull Reader 385-391 & Blackboard)

Roethke, “My Papa’s Waltz” (Seagull Reader 557)

Brooks, “We Real Cool” & “The Bean Eaters” (Seagull Reader 423)

Jarrell, “The Death of the Ball Turret Gunner” (Seagull Reader 505)

Yeats, “The Lake Isle of Innisfree” & “Leda & the Swan” (Seagull Reader 595)
Last day to drop classes without academic penalty


	Week 9

	Mon. Oct. 20 
	Fall Break (no classes)

	Wed. Oct. 22
	Structure: Forms (Seagull Reader 391-394)

Villanelle: Bishop, “One Art” (Seagull Reader 414)

Thomas, “Do Not Go Gentle…”  (Seagull Reader 582)

Sonnet: Shakespeare, “Sonnet 130” (Seagull Reader 561)

Millay, “What Lips My Lips” (Seagull Reader 534) 

	Fri. Oct. 24
	Structure: Free Verse (Blackboard)

Cummings, “Buffalo Bill’s” & “in Just—“  (Seagull Reader 436)

Hughes, “The Negro Speaks…” & “Harlem” (Seagull Reader 502) 

Collins, “Picnic, Lightning”& “On Turning Ten” (Seagull Reader 432)

Paper #2 Assigned

	Week 10

	Mon. Oct. 27
	Threthewey, Native Guard section I

	Wed. Oct. 29
	Threthewey, Native Guard section I

	Fri. Oct. 31
	Threthewey, Native Guard section II

	Week 11

	Mon. Nov. 3
	Threthewey, Native Guard section II

	Wed. Nov. 5
	Threthewey, Native Guard section III

	Fri. Nov. 7
	Threthewey, Native Guard section III


	Introduction to Drama

Week 12

	Mon. Nov. 10
	Introduction to Drama (Seagull Reader 603-633)

	Wed. Nov. 12
	Shakespeare, Hamlet Act I (Seagull Reader 686)

	Fri. Nov. 14
	Shakespeare, Hamlet Act II (Seagull Reader 716)

Paper #2 Due

	Week 13

	Mon. Nov. 17
	Shakespeare, Hamlet Act III (Seagull Reader 739)

Take Home Final Assigned

	Wed. Nov. 19
	Shakespeare, Hamlet Act IV (Seagull Reader 769)

	Fri. Nov. 21
	Shakespeare, Hamlet Act V (Seagull Reader 792)

	Week 14

	Mon. Nov. 24
	Shakespeare, Hamlet (Whole Play)

	Wed. Nov. 26 
	Thanksgiving (no classes)

	Fri. Nov. 28 
	Thanksgiving (no classes)

	Week 15

	Mon. Dec. 1
	Wilson, Fences Act I (Seagull Reader 1032)

	Wed. Dec. 3
	Wilson, Fences Act II (Seagull Reader 1074)

	Fri. Dec. 5
	Wilson, Fences (Whole Play)

	Week 16

	Mon. Dec. 8 
	Last Day of Classes

Questions and Review

	Tues. Dec. 9 
	Reading Day

	Wed, Dec. 10
	Take Home Finals due at 12-noon 


