University of North Carolina Greensboro

English 104-02 and 07 Introduction to Literature

Fall 2008

Meeting Time and Place:  104-02: MWF 9:00 – 10:00 am Gram 423




       
   104-07 MWF 1:00-2:00 PM Gram 313

Instructor:  Dr. Christina Scott

E-mail: csscott@uncg.edu**

Office: McIver 112 


Phone: 334-5477

Office Hours: MWF 11:00 -11:50 am, T and R by appointment after 11:00 am

** I will respond to your emails within 48 hours, usually much earlier, but don’t EXPECT a response in less than 48 hours
Course Description: 

This semester we will look at a wide selection of fiction (short stories and novels), poetry, and drama. We will focus on critical reading and analysis of this work with an emphasis on a variety of major themes and their relevance to contemporary life. Of real importance will be revealing the intersections between our lives and the literature.
Required Texts: 

Charters, Ann,  Literature and Its Writer: A Compact Intro to Fiction, Poetry, and Drama, 4th ed.  ISBN 9780312445744
Paton, Alan. Cry, the Beloved Country. Scribner: New York, 1987

Goals and Procedures: 


The first goals of this class are to foster an appreciation for works of literature, to develop an understanding of written expressions of the human condition, and to solidify your critical reading skills. To facilitate these goals we will use our weekly readings of short fiction, poetry and drama to identify the many characteristics of literature and apply the basic techniques of literary analysis to these works. These works and our interpretation of them will lead to class discussion in both large and small groups. It is my goal that these discussions will help you develop paper topics and enhance your existing thoughts about the works.

Beyond weekly reading, you will write approximately three formal papers, but know that our class discussion will aid in brain-storming. You will also practice the method of process writing, which involves both drafting and revising as well as producing polished finished copies. 

Student Learning Outcomes:
By the end of this course you, the student, will be able to: 


· Identify and understand varied characteristics of literature;

· Apply techniques of literary analysis to texts;

· Use literary study to develop skills in careful reading and clear writing;

· Demonstrate understanding of the diverse social and historical contexts in which literary texts have been written and interpreted.

Academic Integrity Policy: 

“If knowledge is to be gained and properly evaluated, it must be pursued under conditions free from dishonesty. Deceit and misrepresentations are incompatible with the fundamental activity of this academic institution and shall not be tolerated.”   (http://academicintegrity.uncg.edu/)

Familiarize yourself with UNCG’s Academic Integrity policy and know that it will be strictly enforced in this class. Plagiarism is stealing, theft of thought; cheaters won’t prosper in my classroom. 

Attendance: 

Attendance is vital to your success in this class; you are an important part of our discussions, and you can learn much from me as well as from your many classmates. Attendance is mandatory in this class. Each student is entitled to four absences -- for whatever reason. Use them well (i.e. sickness, family emergency), as you never know when the unexpected will happen. Beyond that, all absences, excused or otherwise, will be penalized. Each absence after the fourth will lower your grade one half a letter grade; an accumulation of more than 8 total absences will result in an F in the course. I am always open, however, to understanding extenuating circumstances, and the student will be responsible for providing appropriate documentation for the emergency. When possible, discuss such circumstances with me ahead of time to determine whether or not they will be excused . 

· Tardiness will be noted and, as it is intrusive and disruptive, may affect your participation grade.

· NO in-class work, quizzes included, can be made up due to absence.

· If you are absent on the day an essay is due, you will be penalized for both the late assignment and the absence (if it beyond the allotted three).
· Please inform me if your absence is the result of official college business.

Grades: 

· 10% Participation: This portion of your grade will include your willingness to be part of the every day functions of the class including: reading assignments ahead of time, being prepared to discuss readings and writings, participating in large and small group discussions in the classroom and on Blackboard, and generally adhering to the expectations of a college classroom. 

· 10% Journal: You will keep weekly journals in a format to be discussed at the beginning of the semester. This portion of your grade will depend on your ability to keep up with weekly readings. Journals will be collected periodically throughout the semester, and they are the best way for me to see that you are reading and thinking about what you read. Journals must be typed!

· 15% Book Club:  To earn this portion of your grade, you will need to report on your groups meetings and findings weekly and at the end of the semester in the form of a presentation.

· 10% Weekly Quizzes: We will take a quiz every week if there are readings due. Quizzes will be given at the top of the hour; you cannot make up the quiz if you are absent or late. Quiz material will be general and not at all difficult if you keep up with the weekly reading. Quizzes are pass/fail.

· 45% Formal Essay Writing:
· 15% Rough Drafts: 5% each for three rough drafts; one short fiction, one poetry and one drama or novel.

· 30% Final Copies of Essays: 15% each for two revised and polished essays (you may choose which two of the three you will revise for this final grade.

· 10% Final: Don’t worry about this! We will begin discussing it in the last part of the semester.
You may revise each of the first two essays one time between the rough draft and the final copy; there is no grade assigned, and this step is optional. I will offer my feedback and advice to make your papers stronger and, in general, better.

Book Clubs:

Because the world is overflowing with great literature, each of you will be participating in a book club this semester. We will go over, in detail, how this will work in class. In general, you will be placed into a group with about four other classmates, and your group will meet often throughout the semester to read, talk about, and enjoy one of the many books from the book club list. Occasionally, I will offer up some class time for this purpose. On the first day of class, following a brief description of each book, you will give me your first, second and third choice for book club. I will do my best to place you in the book club of your choice, but I assure you that every book this semester is worth reading and discussing in a small group! Finally, your group will present your book and findings about the book to the class at the end of the semester. Details will come soon. You will have to purchase a copy of this book.
Book Club Books:

Lord of the Flies, William Golding
  

End Zone, Don DeLillo,  

The Bluest Eye, Toni Morrison


The Handmaid’s Tale, Margaret Atwood

The Great Gatsby, F. Scott Fitzgerald

The Moviegoer, Walker Percy

A River Runs Through It, Norman McLean 

Enders Game and Enders Shadow, Orson Scott Card


Computer Assisted Composition:. 

The following computer related policies apply to this class at all times:

· All essays must be word-processed using standard MLA format (double-spaced, 12-point Times New Roman font, one inch margins all around.) There will be no exceptions. You will be penalized for not following this format on final essays. It is your responsibility to know how to do page set-up on a computer.

· All out of class work (homework, journals, anything you do outside the actual classroom) must be word-processed. 

· I will be using Blackboard ALL THE TIME this semester. You must activate and use your e-spartan email address. Using this email address and accessing Blackboard regularly are NOT optional.

· Issues with our e-mail accounts and university log-ins, faulty discs, and computer/printer problems need to be addressed to the appropriate individuals and should not affect the quality and timeliness of your assignments.

· Please bring your laptop to class every Friday for use in completing electronic activities. 

· On Mondays and Wednesdays, laptops may be used in class only to take notes pertaining to our class or to view documents on our Blackboard (not including weekly readings which must be printed prior to the Monday of each week). Any student who uses a laptop for non-classroom activity during class time will not be allowed to use a laptop in class again (including to complete weekly electronic activities in class.) To be clear: one violation means no laptop use.

Other Policies: 

· Papers must have your name, course name and number, type of essay, and date on the first page.

· Late essays will be accepted under strict guidelines. Students will receive one lower grade for each day (excluding weekends) that the paper is late. Papers will not be accepted after one week past the due date for any reason; however, I will read them so that you may benefit from my comments.

· Late homework (excluding essays) and in-class assignments will not be accepted for any reason.

· Please “disconnect” during class: cell-phones, i-pods, anything that requires a battery or a charger. Turn it off and tune into class. (see Computer Assisted Composition above for policy on lap-top use in class).
---This is a tentative syllabus and is subject to change at my discretion. The student is responsible for keeping up with changes in the syllabus and “Schedule of Reading and Writing” if he or she is absent.---

	
	Schedule of Reading and Writing

English 104 Fall 2008


	

	WEEK
	READING and WRITING
	NOTES

	Aug. 25
	Intro to class. Getting Started

Literature and Its Writer, Chapter 3
	

	Sept. 1
	Chopin, “The Story of an Hour” (and commentary)

Gilman, “The Yellow Wallpaper” (and commentary)
	No school Sept.1

	Sept. 8
	
	

	Sept. 15
	Faulkner,“A Rose for Emily” (and commentary)

O’Connor, “A Good Man is Hard to Find” (and commentary)
	

	Sept. 22
	More from Chapter 3 

Updike, “The A&P” (and commentary)

Baldwin, “Sonny’s Blues” (and commentary)
	

	Sept. 29
	Chekhov, “The Lady with the Pet Dog” (and commentary)

Oates, “The Lady with the Pet Dog” 

Oates, “Where are You Going, Where Have You Been?”

Paper Number One Due (Friday): Short Fiction
	

	Oct. 6
	Literature and Its Writer, Chapter 7
MacLeish, Moore, Thomas, Stevens, Bishop, Cummings
	

	Oct. 13
	Literature and Its Writer, Chapter 8, 9, and 10
Houseman, Wordsworth, Shakespeare, Eliot, Frost, Hughes, Yeats
	

	Oct. 20
	Cry, the Beloved Country

Paper Number Two Due Friday: Poetry
	Fall Break 10/20 and 21

	Oct. 27
	Cry, the Beloved Country
	

	Nov. 3
	Hamlet
	

	Nov. 10
	Hamlet
	

	Nov. 17
	The Glass Menagerie
	

	Nov. 24
	Watch Hamlet  or The Glass Menagerie (start)
Paper Number Three Due (11/24): Drama or Novel
	Thanksgiving Break 11/26-28

	Dec. 1
	The Glass Menagerie

Final Papers Due 12/5
	

	Dec. 8
	Watch Hamlet  or The Glass Menagerie (finish)

	LAST CLASS MONDAY

	Dec. 10
	FINALS BEGIN

104-02: Friday, December 12th, 8:00-11:00 am

104-07: Wednesday, December 10th, 3:30-6:30 pm
	


Book Club Reporting Form

Your book club group is to meet 8 times (for at least an hour) this semester prior to the date of your presentation. You may use the combined class time to account for one of your 8 sessions; turn in the form at the end of the accumulated one hour. You will use this form to report on that meeting. Honesty is expected both by the Academic Integrity Policy and me.

Your group is responsible for copying and turning in this form. I will not remind you.

Book title: __________________________________

Movie title (if applicable):__________________________________

Date and time of meeting: ______________________________

Signature and printed name of each group member:

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

Brief description of the meeting’s contents and the thoughts of the group (each group member will be responsible for filling out this section at least once – hopefully twice – in the semester): 

___________________________________________

Name of group member submitting above information

Book Club Preference 

Name:_____________________________________

First Choice: _______________________________

Second Choice: ______________________________

Third Choice: ________________________________

· I don’t care, they all sound marvelous!
A River Runs Through It, Norman McLean

End Zone, Don DeLillo





Lord of the Flies, William Golding
  

The Bluest Eye, Toni Morrison
  

The Great Gatsby, F. Scott Fitzgerald

The Moviegoer, Walker Percy

The Handmaid’s Tale, Margaret Atwood

Enders Game and Enders Shadow, Orson Scott Card

