ENG 104-13  APPROACH TO LITERATURE: CONTEXT AND RESONANCE 

FALL 2008

TR 2:00-3:30

MHRA 2207




“Thou art a scholar, speak to it, Horatio.”
Professor: Ryland Bowman





—Hamlet, I.i.42
Office: 115 McIver 

Email: rgbowman@uncg.edu 

Phone: 334.9846
Office Hours: TR 10:00-11:30




TEXTS
The Seagull Reader: Stories, 2nd Ed. 

Joseph Kelly, Ed. 

Norton, 2008
ISBN: 978-0-393-93091-7 
Midnight’s Children






A Raisin in the Sun
Salman Rushdie






Lorraine Hansberry
Random House, 2006






Random House, 1988

ISBN: 978-0-812-97653-3





ISBN: 978-0-679-75533-3
E-Reserves

COURSE OVERVIEW
We’ll read a wide variety of works in this class, including an overview of early narratives and lyric poetry and prose before moving on to a wide sampling of short fiction and drama, while continuing to explore larger trends, such as the evolution of the idea of the individual and the continuing development of the lyric tradition, within a variety of literary contexts. We’ll spend the second half of the semester identifying, exploring and assessing these various patterns in Salman Rushdie’s novel Midnight’s Children. 

You will be expected to have all the readings done by the day on which they appear in the Course Calendar, and to be prepared to discuss them in class. You will also be responsible (in terms of exams and writing assignments but also in terms of the ongoing conversation of the class) for what we cover in class during discussion and lectures. If you are absent, please check with someone in class about anything you might have missed, and check Blackboard for any assignments or additions/changes to the reading list.
STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES
Articulate ideas about literature/culture/art.

Identify and understand the fundamental characteristics of different literary genres.

Explore the connection between artistic works and their historical and social contexts. 

Apply techniques of literary analysis to texts. 

Further develop the ability to read closely and write clearly.

ATTENDANCE POLICY

You may miss up to three classes over the course of the semester. Any absences after that will count two points against your final average. Being tardy will be counted as half an absence; extreme tardiness or excessive inattentiveness (sleeping, disrupting class, etc.) will be equivalent to one absence. This is an accommodating attendance policy and in all but the most extreme situations will not be open to exception. 

EVALUATION/ASSIGNMENTS
2 Response Papers: 20% (10% each): 2-3 pages, based on the readings and class discussion.

Midterm/Final Exams: 40% (20% each): An in-class short-answer and essay exam, as well as a take-home writing component which will be similar to the response papers.
Daily Participation: 20%: 10% of this grade will be based on six in-class quizzes I’ll give over the course of the semester. Each quiz will count 2% (I’ll drop the lowest one). If you’re absent on the day of a quiz, it can be made up, but it’s your responsibility to schedule a time if you can’t come by my office during office hours (before or after class will not work). The other 10% will be based on your preparation for class and your ability to answer questions about the readings and ideas and topics we engage in class as well as contributing to class discussions.
Midnight’s Children Group Project: 15%: We’ll discuss this at length later in the semester, but, essentially, this will require you and several classmates to annotate several chapters of the novel and lead part of the discussion on that section of the book. We’ll post some of your work on Blackboard, which will act as a quick reference source as well as a way to develop our own exploration of/conversation about the book. 
Discussion Leading: 5%: Similar to the group project, but on a smaller, individual scale, and focusing on one of the shorter readings from the first half (more or less) of the semester.
NOTE: Assignments and tests will be discussed in class (see Course Calendar) and will also be posted on Blackboard. If you miss class, it is your responsibility to check Blackboard and get the work in on time. I will not give make-up tests without serious cause. Late assignments will lose one letter grade per day.     

FINAL NOTES
The Writing Center (3211 MHRA) is available (free) to all UNCG students, and is an excellent resource if you need additional help with any stage of the writing process.

It is understood that all students will adhere to UNCG’s Academic Integrity Policy (see http://www.academicintegrity.uncg.edu to review the entire policy). We will discuss this further in class.
Students with a situation that may affect their ability to succeed in this class should contact the Office of Disability Services to arrange accommodation. 

Tolerance and consideration are expected from everyone at all times.
ENG 104-13 COURSE CALENDAR
All readings and assignments are listed below, as well an overarching idea/topic for how we’ll approach the readings. Please have all the readings done by the class for which they appear, and be prepared to discuss them in class. You will also be responsible (in terms of exams and writing assignments but also in terms of the ongoing conversation of the class) for what we cover in class during discussion and lectures. Short supplemental readings will be added, via Blackboard or E-Reserve, throughout the semester, particularly once we start reading Midnight’s Children. The longer readings are already listed on the calendar; I will announce supplemental readings (or changes to the calendar of readings) in class as well as on Blackboard. If you are absent, please check with someone in class about anything you might have missed, and check Blackboard for any assignments or additions/changes to the reading list. Except for the Midnight’s Children and A Raisin in the Sun readings, all page numbers refer to The Seagull Reader: Stories (2nd Edition).
T. 8/26: Discuss Syllabus

R. 8/28: Approaching Literature through Film and Music (No Readings)

T. 9/2: Epic, Advice and History: Read excerpts from the Iliad, Works and Days, and History of 

the Kings of Britain (E-Reserve)/Discuss Discussion Leading Assignments
R. 9/4: Inheritance: Read the Book of Ruth (E-Reserve); Ideas about Myth and Allegory:
read Oedipus Rex and Everyman excerpts (via Blackboard)

T. 9/9: Allegory continued: “Young Goodman Brown,” Hawthorne, 190; “Where Are You 
Going, Where Have You Been?” Oates, 336; Bluebeard readings (E-Reserve) 

R. 9/11: Story/Teller: “The Cask of Amontillado,” Poe, 411; excerpt from Arabian Nights 
T. 9/16: Ancient to Modern Lyrics: Read Lyric Poems group of readings on E-Reserve 

(including excerpts from plays) 
R. 9/18: Introduction to Drama: Read Act I of A Raisin in the Sun (23-75); 1st Response Paper 

Assigned
T. 9/23: A Raisin in the Sun, Act II (76-130); Read Gwendolyn Brooks poems (E-Reserve)
R. 9/25: Finish A Raisin in the Sun, Act III (131-151); 1st Response Paper Due
T. 9/30: Epiphany: Read “Araby,” Joyce, 216; “Sonny’s Blues,” Baldwin, 29

R. 10/2: A New Realism: Read “A Loaf of Bread,” McPherson, 280; “Cathedral,” 

Carver, 84; “Everyday Use,” Walker, 459
T. 10/7: War Within: Read “Guests of the Nation,” O’Connor, 389; Read Soviet

Poetry (E-Reserve); watch scenes from The Lives of Others; Take-Home Portion 

of Midterm Assigned 

R. 10/9: Modern Myth: “Uncle Ben’s Choice,” Achebe, 3; “A Very Old Man With 

Enormous Wings,” Márquez, 165; “The Memory Priest of the Creech People,” 

Theroux, 44
T. 10/14: Take-Home Assignment Due; Midterm Exam

R. 10/16: Introduction to Midnight’s Children; Read Ch. 1-2 (“The Perforated Sheet,” 

“Mercurochrome,” pp. 9-37); Group Projects Discussed

R. 10/23: Ch. 3-5 (“Hit-the-Spittoon,” “Under the Carpet,” “A Public Announcement,” 

38-78); Contextual Readings I: Myth and History (E-Reserve)

T. 10/28: Group 1 Presents; Ch. 6-8 (“Many-Headed Monsters, “Methwold,” “Tick, Tock,” 

79-118) 

R. 10/30: Group 2; Ch. 9-10 (“The Fisherman’s Pointing Finger,” “Snakes and Ladders,” 

119-148) Contextual Readings II: Tracing the Echoes/Ovid Poems (E-Reserve)

T. 11/4: Group 3; Ch. 11-13 (“Accident in a Washing-chest,” “All-India Radio,” “Love in 

Bombay,” 149-189)

R. 11/6: Group 4; Chs. 14-15 (“My Tenth Birthday,” “At the Pioneer Café,” 190-217); 

Read Contemporary Poems Reading (E-Reserve); 2nd Response Paper Assigned

T. 11/11: Group 5; Ch. 16-18 (“Alpha and Omega,” “The Kolynos Kid,” “Commander 

Sabarmati’s Baton,” 218-259)

R. 11/13: Group 6; Ch. 19-20 (“Revelations,” “Movements Performed by Pepperpots,” 

260-285); 2nd Response Paper Due

T. 11/18: Group 7; Ch. 21-23 (“Drainage and the Desert,” “Jamila Singer,” “How Saleem 

Achieved Purity,” 286-332)

R. 11/20: Group 8; Ch. 24-25 (“The Buddha,” “In the Sudarbans,” 333-361); Contextual 

Readings III: (More Recent) History and Myth/Tagore Poems (E-Reserve)

T. 11/25: Group 9; Ch. 26-27 (“Sam and the Tiger,” “The Shadow of the Mosque,” 362-

390); Take-Home Portion of Final Assigned

T. 12/2: Group 10; Ch. 28-30 (“A Wedding,” “Midnight,” “Abracadabra,” 391-446) 

R. 12/4: Take-Home Assignment Due; Review

F. 12/12: Final Exam (3:30)
