
Approaches to Literature: English 104-15
MWF 10:00-10:50 Graham 424 
Instructor: Jeremy Aufrance 




Phone: 334-9846
Office Hours: MWF 11:00-12:00 and appt


Office: 115 McIver 

Mailbox: 3114 MHRA





email: jjaufran@uncg.edu
Course Description:
In this introductory course, we will study the basic elements of short stories, poetry, drama and (possibly) a film. We will approach these works paying specific attention to structure, character, and theme and use this new knowledge to further our discussions. We will spend much of the semester discussing how the works we engage relate to our daily lives. This course will be broad and foundational in nature; it will not assume extensive previous knowledge of literature. 

Student Learning Goals for English 104 are:

· Identify and understand the basic characteristics of fiction, poetry, and drama

· Apply techniques of literary analysis to poetry, drama, and fiction

· Use literary study to develop skills in careful reading and clear writing 

· Demonstrate an understanding of the diverse historical and social contexts in which literary texts have been written and interpreted

· Read and discuss narrative on the level of both plot and theme

Required Text:

Meyer, Michael: The Bedford Introduction to Literature, 8e (ISBN: 0312472595)
Additional Materials:

Items on E-Reserve.

Paper and writing utensils.

Email and Blackboard:

You must have access to the internet and a UNCG email account. Even if you don’t want to use the e-Spartan system for your main email, you must have one. The reasons for this is you need to have a user name and password to access Blackboard, since this is my method of contact with you. You must check Blackboard (blackboard.uncg.edu) and your e-Spartan daily. Through Blackboard, I will make updates to assignments and make announcements. Blackboard allows for easy class communication. We may occasionally hold discussions online. Do not expect me to respond to an email immediately. I will do my best to respond within 24 hours. 

General Courtesy:

· Turn off all electronic devices. A ringing telephone disrupts class and affects your grade. Please remove any Bluetooth-type items from your ears. Headphones are removed before class begins and aren’t returned until class is completed. Failure to do this also affects your grade.

· Laptops may be used in class only to take notes pertaining to our class or to view documents on our Blackboard website.  Any student who uses a laptop for any non-classroom activity during class time will not be allowed to use a laptop in class again. To be perfectly clear:  one violation means no laptop use.

· The five values listed in your Student Code of Conduct are Honesty, Trust, Fairness, Respect, and Responsibility. 

· Expect your fellow students to have different views than you. Keep the feelings of others in mind. If you think you shouldn’t say something, don’t say it. 
Attendance:

This class relies upon your active participation. For that reason, you are excused only three days, the equivalent of a week of class. After this point, your participation grade will lower one letter grade per absence. Showing up 10 minutes late or leaving 10 minutes early is equal to an absence. If you are doing work from another class, texting a friend, or sleeping during class, you are absent. Twelve absences (equal to a month’s worth of class) will lead to failure of the course. Three tardies (meaning after the classroom door has closed) equal an absence. In extreme cases (car accidents, hospitalization, etc.), we will work together to find a solution. In such an event, you will need a doctor’s or university- authorized excuse. If you are absent, you are responsible for obtaining any materials and completing any assignments prior to the next class meeting. Do not ask me for missed assignments. Check blackboard or ask a fellow student. If you are scheduled to make a presentation and miss class, you will fail the assignment. 
Late Assignments:

Assignments are to be turned in during class. Assignments turned in a day late will lose a letter grade. Two days late, two letter grades and so on. If you know beforehand that you will be absent the day an assignment is due, turn it in early. Items more than one week late will not be accepted. All work will be submitted both in class and through Blackboard’s Digital Dropbox.
Plagiarism/Academic Integrity:

Do Not Plagiarize. Plagiarism is the theft of words and/or ideas; it is a serious offense that could lead to expulsion from the university. Ignorance of what constitutes plagiarism is not an acceptable excuse for plagiarism. Academic dishonesty of any kind will not be tolerated and will result in a failing grade for the course. I expect all of you to adhere to the Academic Integrity Policy.  You will want to familiarize yourself with this policy, which is available online at academicintegrity.uncg.edu.   I urge you all to examine this material, and consult me with any questions you may have about plagiarism and academic integrity before it becomes an issue. Students at UNCG are required to write and sign the Academic Integrity Pledge on all major work submitted for this course. The pledge reads, "I HAVE ABIDED BY THE UNCG ACADEMIC INTEGRITY POLICY ON THIS ASSIGNMENT.”

The Writing Center, 3211 MHRA:

This resource is available for all students who want to get feedback on drafts in progress. Tutors will teach you to develop ideas, organize, edit, compose and proofread your paper. For at least one major assignment this semester, you must go to the Writing Center. Call 334-3125 for an appointment or stop by. 

Disability Services: 

Students with any sort of disability who need accommodations for courses should contact 334-5440.

A Brief Overview:

You will come to class having read the material and prepared to participate in class discussion. I expect you to have read not only the text but the materials associated with it. I expect you to read actively (annotating text, bringing questions, reading carefully, etc.) so you know the text before we begin. Have your comments, responses, and questions ready. You will be required to bring a question over the text at least once per week. Always bring the book and/or handouts with you. 
Assignments:

You will have at least one short writing assignment or in-class quiz per week. You will be asked to share your writing with other members of the class. If you feel uncomfortable with discussing material aloud, this might not be the class for you. Some take-home assignments will be turned in during class; ALL will be submitted through Blackboard’s digital dropbox. Please save these files either as .rtf or .doc, not .docx. 
Quizzes:

This is a method of getting the students involved with the text. The point is to keep students reading and force you to read closely. These CANNOT BE MADE UP under any circumstances. If you come to class after the assignment has begun, you fail the quiz.
Presentation:
Each student will be assigned one writer or piece on which to prepare a short discussion. This includes relevant historical information and a few questions about the literature. A synopsis is due to the instructor via email two days before the presentation. Failure to do this will be detrimental to your grade.
Exams:
There will be two exams. There will be several of the following: matching, true/false, multiple choice, short answer, or short essay. 
Final Paper:

The paper will be 4-6 pages long and will include research on your behalf; with this paper you will make use of the analytical tools we are developing in the course. You will submit a first draft that will go through workshop with at least one class member. Your second draft will be evaluated by the instructor with attention paid to both grammar and the strength of the argument; your research will help you prove your point. By no means is this assignment a rehashing of our classroom discussions. You are required to look at the material from a new angle; for example, you could compare material we never addressed together. You will be encouraged to use your creativity on this assignment, but you must begin with a thesis and address that thesis with facts. For this assignment you will submit a prospectus and annotated bibliography. Emphasis should be placed on materials covered in the last several weeks in class, after the second exam.
Written Workshop Response:

When we workshop in this course, you will be given at least one class period to review a classmate’s paper. As you read, you will make notes in the margins questioning spelling, structure, logic—anything that strikes you as possibly incorrect. In your one-page response to the writer, you will talk more about the strengths and weaknesses of the work. “I think this paper deserves a stronger conclusion.” “Your ability to relate to your reader is refreshing.” “I wish you’d spend more time talking about character development.”

Extra Credit:

You may attend one public performance (poetry, fiction, play) during the semester. This is in order to compare written work to spoken work. You will write a one-page evaluation of the event and submit it to me within a week of the performance. A schedule of possible events will be posted on Blackboard. You are only permitted one extra-credit event for the entire semester. The credit will be applied to your class participation grade.
Grading:
20%-  Class Participation (attendance, sharing ideas and involvement in dialogue)
15%-  Quizzes (traditional and in-class writing)

5%-    Presentatioin

5%-    Written Workshop response.

30%-  Tests (2 tests, each 15%)

25%-  Final Paper (5% Prospectus and annotated bibliography, 20% Paper)  
English 104 Calendar
-these dates are not carved in stone-

	
	Date
	Assignment

	
	 
	 

	1
	8/25/2008
	Introduction to English 104

	
	8/27/2008
	Types of Criticism 1533-1556; How do we write/talk about fiction? 46-62

	
	8/29/2008
	Last day to change courses without special permission.

	
	 
	Last day to drop course for tuition and fees refund.

	
	8/29/2008
	Amis “The Last Days of Muhammad Atta” 644

	2
	9/01/2008
	Dubus, “Killings” 107

	
	9/03/2008
	Straight, “Mines” 173; Carver "Popular Mechanics" 344

	
	9/05/2008
	Atwood “There Was Once” 614; O’Brien “How to Tell a True War Story” 617

	3
	9/08/2008
	Davis “Letter to a Funeral Parlor” 357; DeLillo “Videotape” 627

	
	9/10/2008
	Ellison “Battle Royal” 285

	
	9/12/2008
	García Márquez “One of These Days” 693; Rushdie “The Free Radio” 696

	4
	9/15/2008
	Smith “The Happy Memories Club” 595

	
	9/17/2008
	Wilson, Fences I:i-I:iii 2024-2039

	
	9/19/2008
	Fences I:iii-I:iv 2039-2052

	5
	9/22/2008
	Fences II 2052-2072

	
	9/24/2008
	Fences; review for exam

	
	9/26/2008
	Exam 1

	6
	9/29/2008
	How do we talk about poetry? 820-829; “Bring Your Favorite Poem to Class Day”

	
	10/01/2008
	“Favorite Poem Day II”

	
	10/03/2008
	"Open Form" 1034-1055

	
	10/03/2008
	Six-Weeks Grades Due

	7
	10/06/2008
	“Poetic Forms”1004-1033

	
	10/08/2008
	“An Album of Contemporary Poetry” 1285

	
	10/10/2008
	“An Album of World Literature” 1300

	8
	10/13/2008
	“Sounds” 949-978 

	
	10/15/2008
	“Symbol, Allegory, and Irony” 922-948

	
	10/17/2008
	“Images” 872-897

	9
	10/20/2008
	Fall Break—No Class

	
	10/22/2008
	How do we read Images? 632-640

	
	10/24/2008
	Images; TBA Short Films

	10
	10/27/2008
	Shakespeare, Hamlet Act I 1589-1612

	
	10/29/2008
	Hamlet Act II  1612-1629

	
	10/31/2008
	Hamlet Act III 1629-1652; Final Project Prospectus and Annotated Bibliography 

	11
	11/03/2008
	Hamlet Act IV 1652-1669

	
	11/05/2008
	Hamlet Act V 1669-1686; Review for Exam

	
	11/07/2008
	Exam 2

	12
	11/10/2008
	Le Guin"The Ones Who Walk Away from Omelas" 732; Jackson "The Lottery" BB

	
	11/12/2008
	Walker “I am the Grass” 325

	
	11/14/2008
	Packer “Brownies” 358

	13
	11/17/2008
	“Poems for Further Study” 964

	
	11/19/2008
	A Study of Langston Hughes 1157-1189

	
	11/21/2008
	Langston Hughes Day 2

	14
	11/24/2008
	A Study of Julia Alvarez 1191-1217

	
	11/26/2008
	Thanksgiving Holiday—No Class

	
	11/28/2008
	Thanksgiving Holiday—No Class

	15
	12/01/2008
	TBA Short Drama

	
	12/03/2008
	Allen Old Saybrook 1787; Bring Copy of Final Paper to Class

	
	12/05/2008
	TBA Short Drama

	16
	12/08/2008
	Workshop Final Paper

	
	12/10/2008
	Final Paper Drop-Off during Exam Time; Class Discussion



