ENG 105-02    Introduction to Narrative

MWF 9-9:50am  MHRA  2209


Instructor:  
Colleen Farrell Colby

Office:  
McIver 113
Office Hrs:
MWF 9:55-10:55am and by appointment

Phone:

334-9846
Email:

cfcolby@triad.rr.com, cfcolby@uncg.edu 




Materials  

Books: 
Exploring Fiction by Frank Madden

The Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseini
The Lone Ranger and Tonto Fistfight in Heaven by Sherman Alexie

e-spartan email account and blackboard access

About this Course

We will read a number of short stories as well as a novels and several other forms of short narrative.  Life itself and therefore fiction is largely taken up with the nature of human relationships. Our readings will focus on the depiction of familial and romantic relationships as well as the complex relationships people have with history, culture and place. You will read not just to answer questions about the plot of the story but also to explore your reaction to it and how the stories’ elements have worked to elicit your response.  You will respond in writing to what you are reading once a week.  Additionally there will be two exams and a final paper. This class will involve a lot of reading and a fair amount of writing.  Everyone will participate regularly in class discussion and will lead discussion on designated days.

There is no right or wrong response to a narrative- each of our responses will be somewhat different.  However, when writing a formal analysis you will support your conclusions with evidence from the text itself and/or knowledge you have gained about the author or the time/place/culture in which it was written.  

Learning Goals

*
To confidently undertake the critical analysis of literature including a consideration of its      elements;
*     
To improve critical reading and writing skills;
*     
To develop a greater understanding of the cultural context of literature and its search for 

       
fundamental truths;
*     
To examine how authors and readers work together to create meaning in texts;

* 
Identify and understand varied characteristics of literature;

*
Apply techniques of literary analysis to texts;

*
Identify and understand varied characteristics of literature;

*
Apply techniques of literary analysis to texts;
*
Use literary study to develop skills in careful reading and clear writing;

*
Demonstrate understanding of the diverse social and historical contexts in which literary texts have been written and interpreted.

Grading

Participation (including attendance, presentations and quizzes) 

15%

Response Journal






20%

Exam One







20%

Exam Two







20%

Final Paper (5-6 pg’s)






25%

Response Journal

Every Monday (except where otherwise noted in the syllabus) you will hand in a response journal entry at the beginning of class.  You are required to spend 15-20 minutes on each entry and it must be a reaction to a narrative that you have read for this class during the previous week.  

There are response ideas to help you get started posted on Blackboard but essentially these responses should be your considered reaction to the narrative that you have read.  You are encouraged to reflect on the story that you have been told and evaluate it.  Journal entries should NOT be a summary of what you have read or a personal diary entry.  They should also NOT be a summary of what I say in class.  
These journal entries are helpful to you both in terms of developing critical reading skills and developing topics for your final paper.  They will also provide you with review material at exam time.    

Blackboard

All students are required to check blackboard frequently as announcements may be posted there. Additionally I will try to post copies of assignments and handouts. 

The Classroom Community and Related Stuff

This class is meant to be a place where we can have thoughtful discourse.  I expect you to be open to what your classmates are saying and respectful of others’ efforts in the class.  

Regular contribution to class and active listening to what your classmates have to say is an important part of this class thus your attendance and preparation for class are essential.  Missing more than three classes will negatively affect your participation grade (each absence after 3 will lower your participation grade a step-ie. from an A to an A-).  Missing seven or more classes will likely result in a failing grade. I will excuse absences beyond the three only if there is an extraordinary situation and you provide me with appropriate documentation. It is your responsibility to provide this documentation and discuss with me whether the absence will be excused. Alternatively, perfect attendance will be rewarded. 

Please try to come to every class and be on time.  Email me in advance whenever possible if you must be absent.  You are responsible for finding out what you missed from a classmate and by checking blackboard.  Absent truly extraordinary circumstances, there will be no make-up exams or quizzes.  

Please try to remember to turn off cell phones, pagers, etc. while in class.

Response Journal and Paper Collections

Assignments will be collected at the beginning of class.  If you do not hand them in at this time they will be considered late.  Late journals will be accepted up until one week past the due date but the grade will be lowered accordingly. Please turn in all journals during class time (as opposed to via email or my department mailbox). There are a total of 12 journal weeks and each student is required to complete 10, so students may choose 2 weeks throughout the semester to skip journals.

Academic Integrity

I expect students to adhere to the Academic Integrity Policy.  You will want to familiarize yourself with this policy, which is available on line at http://academicintegrity.uncg.edu/.” If you have a question about this policy please see me before it becomes a problem. 

Disability Services

Disability services are available by going to Suite 208 of the Elliott University Center, calling 334-5440 or emailing ods@uncg.edu.

The Writing Center (3211 MHRA)

The Writing Center’s trained consultants can provide you with assistance related to organization, grammar, development of ideas, etc. You can drop in or call 334-3125 for an appointment.

Adverse Weather

University closings are posted at http://www.uncg.edu/psp/weather/weatheralert.htm (334-4400).  Please do not assume classes are cancelled.  Call or email me prior to class if you absolutely cannot make it to class due to weather but classes have not been cancelled.  In the event that a class is cancelled, continue to follow the course schedule and do the readings for the next class. Unless I inform you otherwise we will compress both classes into one when we meet again.  

Weekly Schedule- You will be notified of any changes that need to be made to this schedule. Check the schedule regularly to keep up with readings and assignments, as I may not always mention them in class.  It is your responsibility to keep apprised of the syllabus and to do the assignments listed.  Feel free to ask or email me if you have any questions about any of the assignments.  

IN CLASS    
   TO BE DONE PRIOR TO NEXT CLASS

WEEK ONE

Aug       25
Syllabus, Introductions

27
What is a Narrative?


EF
p. 2-3, 5-6, 8 & 15-36


Reading Effectively



(“Appointment in Samarra”)

29
 Reading Journal Handout

EF
p. 15-36
Responding to Literature
(“The Pied Piper…” “Where Are You Going…”) 

WEEK TWO

Sept
1
No Class- Labor Day Holiday


(No Journal Due)

3
Fiction vs. Nonfiction


EF
p. 40-42








(“Eleven”) 








B 
(“On Turning Ten”)

5 
“House on Mango Street”

EF
p. 89-96,  9-11, 426-432


Point of View, Narrative Voice,


(“Girl” “I Stand Here Ironing”)



Context, Narrative Poetry as Genre
WEEK THREE

Sept
8
Elements of Fiction & Terminology 
EF
p.12-13, 447-456

 (“Reunion” “Two Kinds”)

10
Presentation Sign-up


EF
p. 407-418, 47-51
Parental relationships depicted
(“Everything that Rises…” “The Stolen Party”)

12
Societal issues in fiction, parental 
EF
p.304-311


relationships cont., symbolism


(“A Rose for Emily”)

WEEK FOUR
Sept.
15
Southern gothic/genre topics

EF
p. 432-435, 394-406










(“War”
“The Things They Carried”)




17
Emotion and meaning in literature
EF
p. 286-296, 98-104


historical context



(“Battle Royal” “One Friday Morning”)


19
Symbolism, Race in Literature

EF
p.368-373








(“A Very Old Man…”)

WEEK FIVE
Sept.
22
“Videotape” in class






Symbolism, Religion in Literature




24
Introduce and start LR & T


LR&T

26
No Class, Optional Midterm Conf

LR &T
WEEK SIX
Sept 
29
LR&T





LR&T
Oct
1
LR&T





LR&T

3
LR&T, Start Smoke Signals


LR&T
WEEK SEVEN
Oct
6
LR&T,  Smoke Signals



LR&T
8
LR&T, Smoke Signals



LR&T

10
LR&T, Finish Smoke Signals


Prepare for Exam


Analyze film and stories and compare.
WEEK EIGHT
Oct
13
Critical Writing




Prepare for Exam
Review for Exam



(No Journal Due)

15
Exam #1




EF p. 311-323






(“The Yellow Wallpaper”)


17
Charlotte Perkins Gillman


B (“This Blessed House”


symbolism and meaning



“Interpreter of Maladies”)

WEEK NINE
Oct 
20
No Classes- Fall Break



(No Journal Due)

22
Lahiri, post-colonialism



EF 
p. 333-337, 373-384, 228-237

(“Hills Like White…” “Shiloh”) 

24
Go over Exam #1

WEEK TEN
Oct 
27
Hemingway, historical viewpoints

EF 
p. 228-237, 158-162


symbolism, narrative style


(“What We Talk About…” “Marriage is 









a Private Affair”)









B (“The Stupid Jerk…” “Annabel Lee”)


29
Narrative poetry, narrative style


The Kite Runner ch. 1, 2 3


contemporary viewpoints



Intro The Kite Runner

31
Intro The Kite Runner



The Kite Runner ch. 4, 5


Relevant History



Final Paper 1st Handout


WEEK ELEVEN
Nov
3
The Kite Runner



The Kite Runner ch. 6, 7, 8
5
The Kite Runner



The Kite Runner ch. 9, 10
7
The Kite Runner



The Kite Runner ch. 11, 12
WEEK TWELVE

Nov
10
The Kite Runner



The Kite Runner ch. 13, 14, 15

12
The Kite Runner



The Kite Runner ch. 16, 17


Thesis Brainstorming


14
No Class, Thesis Conferences

WEEK THIRTEEN

Nov
17
The Kite Runner



The Kite Runner ch. 18, 19, 20

19
The Kite Runner



The Kite Runner ch. 21, 22

21
The Kite Runner



The Kite Runner ch. 23, 24, 25
WEEK FOURTEEN

Nov
24
Conclude The Kite Runner




26
No Class- Thanksgiving Break


28
No Class- Thanksgiving Break

WEEK FIFTEEN

Dec
1
Review for Exam, Critical Writing, 

(No Journal Due)



Essay Topics/Theses


3
Exam #2


5
Essay Writing

WEEK SIXTEEN

Dec
8
Go over Exam #2, Final Essay Questions
(No Journal Due)

* Final Essays must be submitted Dec 8 or Dec 10 (sign up for drop-off time).  All papers must be submitted by 12pm Dec. 10th.
Dec.
12
Final Essay Grades and Final Grade Calculations available for pick-up from 9-10am in  


MHRA 2209 (our classroom). Attendance at this class is optional, final grades will also



be posted on UNCGenie on or before Friday Dec. 12th.
