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Introduction to Narrative


Course Description: This semester we will be engaging in critical reading and analysis of narrative forms in the novel, the short story, and the memoir (readings will be primarily taken from American and British literature, but some Continental and Latin American authors will also be represented). Examinations of literary texts will, when appropriate, include attention to historical, cultural, and literary backgrounds as well.

Student Learning Outcomes: At the completion of this course, the student will be able to

-- identify and understand varied characteristics of literature;

-- apply techniques of literary analysis to texts;

-- use literary study to develop skills in careful reading and clear writing;

-- demonstrate understanding of the diverse social and historical contexts in which 

literary texts have been written and interpreted. 

Required Texts

Seagull Reader: Stories, 2nd Edition (Ed. Joseph Kelly); W.W. Norton, 2007.

ISBN-10: 0393930912

The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde (Robert Louis Stevenson); Dover, 1991. 

ISBN-10: 0486266885

The Prime of Miss Jean Brodie (Muriel Spark); Harper-Collins, 1999.

ISBN-10: 0060931736

Speak, Memory (Vladimir Nabokov); Vintage, 1989. ISBN-10: 0679723390

Jealousy (Alain Robbe-Grillet); Riverrun Press, 1995. ISBN-10: 0714503118 

Readings: Unless noted, all short stories are to be found in the Seagull Reader. Assigned readings marked with an asterisk are not included in this text and will be made available either on e-reserve or through the class Blackboard site.

Participation and Attendance: Participation constitutes fifteen percent of your final course grade. It will be evaluated according to evidence of having done the assigned reading, engagement in class lectures, discussions, and activities, direct involvement in class discussions and activities, and attendance. You must be present for at least half of the class period (twenty-five minutes or more) in order to receive credit for attendance that day.  Three tardies will be counted as one absence. More than three unexcused absences over the course of the semester will result in a significant lowering of your final participation grade.

Exceptions: I understand that not all contingencies can be planned for, and that on occasion exceptions may be called for.  As the instructor, I reserve the right to make such exceptions in special cases.  These decisions will be made on a case-by-case basis according to its particulars.  If you ever feel that such an exception is warranted, discuss the matter with me in a timely fashion.

Assignments: In addition to being responsible for doing all of the assigned reading for the semester, you will also be required to write twelve critical postings pertaining to the assigned reading – no more than one posting in a single week – to be posted in the Discussion Board folder of the class Blackboard site. Postings will be evaluated on a three-point scale according to the level of thought and consideration evidenced in/by them.

There will also be two four- to six-page papers assigned (due dates are noted on the schedule below).

Paper Format: Papers should be typed in Times New Roman, twelve-point font, double-spaced.  All papers should include in the upper left corner of the first page a heading with the course title, the author’s name, and the date; subsequent pages should be numbered in the upper right-hand corner, with the author’s (i.e., your) name appearing with the page number.  The paper should be stapled in the upper left-hand corner.

Grades: Your final grade for the course will be calculated according to the following:


Discussion Board postings

20%


Paper 1



20%

Paper 2



20%


Final Exam



25%


Participation



15%

Academic Integrity Policy: The Academic Integrity Policy of UNCG is based on

the following fundamental values of academic integrity: honesty; trust; fairness; respect; responsibility. All violations of the Policy are violations of the value of honesty but may also create questions related to trust, fairness, respect, and responsibility.” (http://academicintegrity.uncg.edu/complete/)

Violations include, but are not limited to, the following, as included at the UNCG Academic Integrity Policy website (http://academicintegrity.uncg.edu/complete/): “cheating,” “plagiarism,” “misuse of academic resources,” “falsification,” and “facilitating academic dishonesty.”


You are expected to know and adhere to this policy. It will be strictly enforced.


Class Schedule


[Note: This schedule is subject to change. Changes will be announced and should be noted by you on your copy of the syllabus/schedule….]

25 August

Intro. to Course

27 August

On “Narrative”

How to Read a Literary Text

29 August

Nabokov’s “The Vane Sisters” [*]

1 September

[No Class]
(Elements of) “Traditional” Narrative

3 September

Chopin’s “The Story of an Hour”

5 September

Hemingway’s “Hills Like White Elephants”

8 September

Carver’s “Cathedral”

10 September

Wharton’s “Roman Fever”

12 September

Oates’ “Where Are You Going, Where Have You Been”

15 September

Poe’s “The Cask of Amontillado”

17 September

Melville’s “Bartleby”

19 September

Melville’s “Bartleby”

22 September

Welty’s “A Worn Path”

24 September

Poe’s “The Fall of the House of Usher”

26 September

Crane’s “The Open Boat”

29 September

Crane’s “The Open Boat”

1 October

Gilman’s “The Yellow Wallpaper”

3 October

Gilman’s “The Yellow Wallpaper”

6 October

Hawthorne’s “Young Goodman Brown”

8 October

Kafka’s “A Hunger Artist”

10 October

Nabokov’s “Signs and Symbols” [*]

13 October

Faulkner’s “A Rose for Emily”

15 October

John Cheever’s “The Swimmer”

17 October

O’Brien’s “The Things They Carried”

20 October

[No Class]
22 October

Stevenson’s Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde

24 October

Stevenson’s Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde

27 October

Stevenson’s Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde
29 October

Sparks’ The Prime of Miss Jean Brodie

31 October

Sparks’ The Prime of Miss Jean Brodie
3 November

Paper 1 Due
Sparks’ The Prime of Miss Jean Brodie
Autobiographical Narrative

5 November

Nabokov’s Speak, Memory: Chapter 1-3


7 November

Nabokov’s Speak, Memory: Chapter 4-6


10 November

Nabokov’s Speak, Memory: Chapter 7-9


12 November

Nabokov’s Speak, Memory: Chapter 10-12


14 November

Nabokov’s Speak, Memory: Chapter 13-15


“Non-Traditional” Narrative

17 November 

Sterne’s Tristram Shandy [Selections] [*]


19 November

Barth’s “Lost in the Funhouse” [*]

21 November

Cortázar’s “The Continuity of Parks” [*]

24 November

Borges’ “Library of Babel” [*]

26 November

[No Class]
28 November

[No Class]
1 December

Paper 2 Due
Robbe-Grillet’s Jealousy


3 December

Robbe-Grillet’s Jealousy

5 December

Robbe-Grillet’s Jealousy
8 December

TBA
10 December

Final Exam (3:30-6:30)
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